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  •  email: sunsetinn@frontier.com

          
          

       

    

  
      

 
   

 

A fun & relaxing way to unwind from a busy life.
Visit our website for an online tour at 

www.sunsetinnandsuites.com 

Fant�y Suit�

Arabian Nights

Wine & Roses

100 Sunrise Court • PO Box 498 
Clinton, IL 61727

Roman Retreat

Hawaiian Waters

Pearl Under The Sea

Crystal Cave

Space Odyssey

South Of The Border

FEATURING:
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Call now for gift certificates or to reserve your special date:

www.sunsetinnandsuites.com  •  email: sunsetinn@frontier.com

RATES FOR THE NEW SAFARI ADVENTURE SUITE AND STARLIGHT GLACIER SUITE
Sun-Thurs $190  •  Fri-Sat or Holiday $255 (tax included)

WALK IN SWIMMERS WELCOME - $6.00 Per Person

Rain Forest Cabin FeverStarlight Glacier Safari Adventure

NON-SMOKING ROOMS

NEW! Game Room
24-Hour Pool, Spa, Sauna & Steam Room

Sunday-Thurs: $159
Fri-Sat or Holiday: $225

(tax included) ((221177)) 993355--44114400

Prices, Special Offers Expire Dec. 31, 2017
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Furnishings that provide a comfortable haven for your family and a warm welcome to your friends!

Visit our showroom and...
“EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE OF QUALITY FURNITURE”

573 N. CR 325 E. • Tuscola, IL       217-543-3251
HHoouurrss:: MM--TThh 99 aamm -- 55 ppmm;; FF 99 aamm -- 77 ppmm;; SSaatt 99 aamm -- 44 ppmm CClloosseedd SSuunnddaayy

Owners: LaVern & Dorothy Schlabach
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Amish lifestyles are far different from the everyday lives most Americans know. The Amish live humbly and
simply, dedicating their lives to religious ideals. Nearly 4,500 Amish people populate Moultrie, Douglas
and Coles counties in such communities as Arcola, Arthur, Lovington, Sullivan, Tuscola, Cadwell,

Chesterville, Atwood and Cooks Mills.
The Amish faith is based on Menno Simon’s break from the Roman Catholic Church during the Anabaptist
movement in Europe in the early 1500s. The Amish later split from this group, known as the Mennonites, due
to their belief in shunning those who leave the church, established by Jacob Ammann. After suffering persecu-
tion for generations, the Amish and Mennonites set sail for the United States in the late 1600s and early 1700s.
In 1865, Central Illinois saw its first Amish settlers in the families of Daniel Yoder, Daniel Otto and Moses
Yoder. Today, Amish communities spring up across the United States, with large populations in Indiana, Pennsyl-
vania and Ohio. In all, Amish communities are found in 27 states.
In following with traditional customs, Amish people do not use electricity or operate automobiles and
modern farm machinery. Instead, they travel by horse-drawn buggy, use propane to fuel their light fixtures
and heat their ovens, and farm using teams of horses. While most American homes are now filled with the
noises of modern-day technological devices, Amish homes remain much quieter. Amish people do not own
radios or televisions and only use telephones outside their homes for business and in cases of emergency.
Amish children begin working on family businesses and farms at ages as young as 5 years, performing chores

Central Illinois Is Home To 
State’s Largest Amish Community

AMISHOF ILLINOIS
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At Yoder Gazebos,
We Set Our Standards
By Other Company’s

“Extras”

Call today for your FREE ESTIMATE (217) 543-3624 

Gazebos
Pergolas

 Western Red Cedar, Vinyl, or Pressure Treated
 Convenient Kit Ships Anywhere In U.S.

 Easy To Assemble
 Many Options, Sizes, and Styles

 A Price You Can Afford

NEW
Location 

& New 

Showroom

Prices, Special Offers
Expire Dec. 31, 2017
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typical of children who live on a farm or who are
raised in a family business. As children grow, their re-
sponsibilities increase.

CLOTHING
The Amish wear solid colored clothing that is hand-tailored

by family members. Men wear long, denim pants to work with
plain colored shirts and suspenders. They wear a black, hand-
sewn suit, a white shirt and black shoes to church. Outside,
men almost always wear a hat — straw in summer and black
felt in winter.
Women wear plain colored dresses without trim and are

void of jewelry and cosmetics. Their dresses are fastened with
straight pins and their heads are covered at all times with
white head coverings made of Swiss organdy. These white
coverings are even worn under their black bonnets. Addition-

ally, their garments have no buckles or zippers. Older women
wear dark colors, such as navy blue, green or burgundy, with
blue and black saved for religious occasions such as weddings

• A Full Line Of Spices, Flours, Nuts, Dried Fruits & Candies
• Fresh Pastries Baked Daily • New Item: Home Made Soaps

• New Gluten-Free Section • Groceries And More
• Fresh Homemade Pizza Every Friday & Saturday

L O C A T I O N :
Arthur: 2 Miles East & 1.5 South of Rt. 133
Arcola: 7 Miles West & 1.5 South of Rt. 133

H O U R S :
7-5:30 Mon.-Fri.

7-4:30 Sat.

259 N CR 200 E • Arthur, IL 61911 
• Voice Mail: 217-543-3447 • Fax: 217-543-3450

Gluten-Free
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Amish buggies are gathered for a social event in the area.

400 E. Cty Rd. 200 N. 
Arcola, IL 61910
217-268-5144

Monday-Friday 8-5
Saturday 8-3

Closed on Sunday & Holidays

Kuntry 
Treasures
Scrapbooking Supplies

• Rubber Art Stamps • Cardstock • Punches, Die-Cutting Tools, Etc.

Fabrics and Notions
•Wooden Toys •John Dee re Toys •Gifts

The Greatest Dot to Dot Books
Some pictures have over 1,000 numbers • Ages 8 - 108

Kuntry 
Treasures
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and funerals. In cold weather, they add black wool shawls to
their wardrobes.
Amish ladies cover their heads with white prayer coverings

while indoors and add a black bonnet on top of the covering
when outdoors. When women are working in the garden, they
wear handkerchiefs. Girls dress like their mothers, with a few
exceptions. Girls do not wear straight pins until they are older,

and they are allowed buttons on their dresses.
Without modern conveniences, the Amish wash clothing with

a wringer/washer and hang it to dry on a clothesline. A line
draped with clothes drying in the sun after a fresh washing is a
common sight in any Amish community.

BUSINESS
Traditionally, Amish business assets were calculated by how

much land a family owned. With the Amish population growing
and the land area remaining un-
changed, however, many Amish
today hold other business assets. 
As times have changed, more

Amish businesses have opened to
supplement the income generated
from farming. As a result, many
wonderful finds can be discovered
at Amish businesses in the area.
Signs along rural roads alert
passersby of opportunities to pur-
chase various foods, including many
fresh produce items, during spring,
summer and fall months.
Among the local businesses oper-

ated by the Amish are grocery
stores, health food stores, shoe
stores, woodworking shops, lawn
furniture stores, an orchard, tool
stores, a meat packing plant, feed
mills and a lamp shop.
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56th Annual

Arthur Mennonite
Relief Sale

Aug. 25 & 26, 2017

For more information on Sale items and location
visit our Web site at www.arthurreliefsale.org
or call Larry & Delores Kauffman at 217-543-3165
or DuWayne & Karen Miller at 217-254-4645

FRIDAY:
4:30-7:00 P.M. ~ BBQ Pulled Pork

Auction Begins ~ 6:00 P.M.

SATURDAY:
Auction begins ~ 8:00 A.M.
Children’s Auction ~ 10:00 A.M.
Silent Auction ~ 10:00 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.
Petting Zoo

FOOD:
6:00 - 10:00 A.M. ~ Pancakes and Sausage 
11:00 - 2:00 P.M. ~ Chicken Dinner,

Peadros & Baked Goods  

SATURDAY:

Auction Begins ~ 6:00 P.M.

Auction begins ~ 8:00 A.M.
Children’s Auction ~ 10:00 A.M.
Silent Auction ~ 10:00 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.

FREE PARKING & ADMISSION

HAND-CRAFTED 
FURNITURE AND QUILTS

AT THE OTTO CENTER–1/2 MILE SOUTH OF ARTHUR
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Without modern conveniences, the Amish wash clothing with 
a wringer/washer and hang it to dry on a clothesline.
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• Furniture Shops and Custom Built
Cabinets: Round oak tables, roll-top
desks, cabinets, home entertainment cen-
ters and wooden accent pieces are only
a few of the many handcrafted furniture
items available at numerous shops.
Along with furniture craftsmen, Amish
cabinet-makers can provide some of the
finest and most attractive custom-made
kitchen and bathroom cabinets, and other
furniture.
• Country Stores: Small rural stores

are stocked with everything from home-
baked items to handmade quilts.
• Buggy and Wagon Repair Shops:

Building or repairing buggies and wag-
ons is a necessary part of Amish life. 
A number of Amish craftsmen have

opened shops to perform this service for
the public.
• Harness Shops: Years of working

with leather, brass, copper and silver
have helped aid the craft of Amish har-
ness making.
• Upholstering: Several shops special-

ize in high-quality upholstering for both
furniture and vehicle seats. Visitors can
bring their own fabric into the shops or
choose from a selection of materials.
• Blacksmiths and Horseshoeing: The

friendly smithers perform their craft
throughout the year.
• Cloth and Fabrics: Amish women

make clothes, beautiful quilts and craft
items. These shops feature everything
needed for sewing.
• Fresh Foods: The Amish advocate

foods direct from nature. Vitamins, nut
meats, herbs, flours, dried fruit, juice and
grains all can be purchased at local
shops.
Locally raised natural beef, pork, mut-

ton and chicken are sold in state-in-

2017 Discover Central Illinois | PAGE 13

You will see lots of horsepower in Douglas, Moultrie and Coles counties.

1/2 Mile South of Arthur  2062 CR 1800 E  Arthur, IL.  61911  (217) 543-4093
HOURS: M, T, Th & F 8-5  Sat. 8-4  (Closed Wed. & Sun.)

Owners: Glenn & Irma Yoder and Richard & Joan Otto

Visit Our New Building With A Large Well Stocked Inventory

17Discover.FINAL_Layout 1  3/2/17  11:00 AM  Page 13



spected Amish shops.
Fresh eggs, apple but-
ter, honey, sorghum,
apple cider and fruits
and vegetables are
sold during certain
times of the year on
several Amish farms
in the area. Visitors
can also satisfy their
hunger with the home-
made cinnamon rolls,
donuts, cakes, breads
and candy sold at sev-
eral private Amish
farmsteads.
Businesses are closed

each Sunday and the
Epiphany (old Christmas), and on Ascension Day, which is 40 days
after Easter. The Amish celebrate religious holidays, Thanksgiving
and the New Year.

SCHOOL
Amish children learn a dialect of the German language, called

Pennsylvania Dutch, before studying English. When children in
Amish families attend school, they learn to speak English.
In addition, most Amish children, by age 12, are able to op-

erate a horse and buggy for trips to school and elsewhere.
Some Amish children attend public schools, but most study

in Amish parochial
schools. There are 17
Amish schools in
Central Illinois. Typi-
cally, each school in-
cludes two teachers,
who tend to be unmar-
ried Amish women.
One teaches students
first through fourth
grade, while the other
teaches students fifth
through eighth grade.
Amish schools feature
courses in subjects
such as math, social
studies, spelling, writ-
ing and health. 

Science is not taught, however, because the Amish do not
believe it is a necessary course of study. Likewise, the Amish
believe that any knowledge attained past the eighth grade is
“worldly” knowledge and is not required for the simple Amish
lifestyle; therefore, Amish school teachers are also only edu-
cated to the eighth grade.
School normally ends with the arrival of May. This allows

children more time to work on the family farm. The Amish
hold a large picnic to celebrate the end of each school year.
Amish children usually spend their evenings in the family
home, where reading and board games occupy leisure time.

Edgewood Buggy ShopEdgewood Buggy ShopEdgewood Buggy Shop

Custom Built
Buggies

Custom Built
Buggies

Carriages, Carts
Restorations

Carriages, Carts
Restorations

604 E. C.R. 200N • Arcola, IL 61910

Answering Service: 
(217) 268-3897

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7 - 5
Sat. 7 - 12  • CLOSED Sunday
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Little Creek
Custom Cabinety for the home ...

Little Creek
Custom Cabinety for the home ...

1473 CR 1673E • Arthur, IL 61911
Phone: 217-543-2815 • Fax: 217-543-2810

Sunset in Central Illinois Amish Country.
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WEDDINGS
Many Amish people marry at the age of 19 or 20. In past

years, Amish newlyweds made a living from parcels of land
given to them as gifts by one of the fathers. Today, that is less
common and young married couples often purchase land upon
which to build.
Examining facial hair works well when trying to determine

the marital status of an Amish man. Married Amish men have
beards. Unmarried Amish men are clean-shaven. Amish men
are not allowed to don mustaches. 
As in most Amish customs, religion plays a large role in

the lives of married couples. Prior to marrying, Amish men
and women must join the Amish church. This process in-
cludes baptism. Amish weddings, which are usually day-
long celebrations that draw 200 to 500 guests, begin with
2-hour religious services followed by a wedding ceremony.
The bride often wears a royal blue dress and a white prayer
cap. Weddings normally take place in the home of a relative
of the bride. 
Following an Amish wedding, a large celebratory meal is

served. The crowd eats in shifts. During the celebration, the
wedding couple usually sits in a corner of a room. The crowd

then spends the afternoon singing hymns to the newly mar-
ried couple. Newlyweds assist the hosts with cleaning their
homes and washing the  dishes after the ceremony has ended.
Amish people do not wear wedding rings.

CHURCH
Each Sunday, Amish families gather for church services

2017 Discover Central Illinois | PAGE 15

The Amish live humbly and simply, dedicating their lives to religious ideals.

2008 CR 1800 E. 1 Mile South of Arthur
VM: 217-543-3189

HOURS: M-F 7AM to 5:30PM Sat. 7:30AM to 4PM 

Natural Herbal Remedies

Whole Food Supplements

Liquid Herbal Formulas

Fresh Farm-Raised Chickens
(Hormone-Free)

Non-Toxic Soaps, Cleaners,
Creams and Lotions

Gluten-Free Products

Herbal Teas

First Aid Supplies

Wisconsin Cheese

Gift Items

Glassware

FAMILY
H EALTH FOODS

– Established in 1973 –

CUSTOM
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conducted in German in homes across the countryside. A week
prior to each church service, a green (sometimes gray or
white) church wagon takes items such as hymn books,
benches, hat racks and dishes to the home where the church
service will be held. The wagons are also used for both wed-
dings and funerals.
There are 27 Amish church districts in the Arcola/Arthur

area. The districts cover approximately 72 square miles, with
Arthur in the center of the settlement. While a bishop, two
ministers and a deacon represent each district, there is no cen-
tral authority.
Families take great care in preparing their homes for the

lengthy church services. A very thorough cleaning of the home
takes place prior to hosting. During each service, the congrega-
tion sits on backless benches. Boys sit with men, while girls sit
with women.

HOME IS CENTRAL TO THE AMISH FAMILY
A typical Amish house has no carpeting, and plain “tied

back” curtains hang at the windows during the day. The houses
are usually painted white. Often, hardwood floors, wood cab-
inets and cupboards, scatter rugs, and beautiful quilts add to
the warmth and decor of the homes.
Amish homes are often large with several rooms opening

into one large room where they may hold church services.
Homes are furnished simply, but comfortably.
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• Housewares • Nothinz

• Battery Candles

• Primitive Decor

• Rhythm Motion Clocks

• Fuller Brush • Stanley  

• Toys • Gifts

431 E CR 200 N • Arcola, IL 61910
4 miles west of Arcola • 217-268-3677

Formerly Country Variety

Hours:
Mon-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-3

Amana/Mennonite/Amish Confusion

AMANA:
A common misconception that most likely occurs due

to pronunciation involves mistaking the Amish for the
Amana. The Amana Colonies were established in 1855
by German and Swiss craftsmen and scholars belonging
to a religious sect called the Community of True Inspi-
ration, now known as the Amana Church Society. The
Amana church has never been associated with the Amish
nor with the Mennonite sects.

MENNONITES:

Mennonites, while often mistaken for Amish, honor
different customs. They drive automobiles and use other
modern-day amenities, and some do not follow some of
the other customs of the Amish.
Early Mennonites came to America to seek religious

freedom in 1632. They settled in Pennsylvania and were
divided into two groups.
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FARMS
Although Amish farms vary in size, the norm is 80 to 100

acres. Each Amish farm family has approximately 12 Bel-
gian horses, or working horses, which pull farm equipment
in the fields. The families also own 2 to 3 horses which are
used for pulling the buggies.
Amish farmers often raise hogs, cattle, chickens, turkeys

and goats. Typically, a farmer raises one kind of animal,
while another farmer raises a different kind of farm animal.
For example, one farmer may raise chickens, while another
farmer may raise hogs, and so on. A common practice is to
have a “butcher day,” during which several families will go
together to purchase animals from a farmer — hogs for ex-
ample. The families will then divide the meat among them-
selves.
In addition, Amish women often plant large gardens, and

many families pluck fresh fruit
from orchards and gather berries
from homegrown patches.
The main crops planted by

Amish families include wheat,
oats, clover and corn. Until a few
years ago, farming was a way of
life for nearly all Amish families.
In recent years, however, most
Amish families have turned to
woodworking, retail stores and
other trades. In fact, several
Amish people now travel to vari-
ous manufacturing plants in the
area to work.
The largest meal of the day for

an Amish farm family is usually
lunch. A lighter supper is served.
Soup is a popular supper meal.
Family gardens supply much fresh
produce for soups and other meals.

THE AMISH WAY OF LIFE
The Amish have an active social life built around auctions,

picnics, quilting bees, softball and visits with neighbors. While
many Amish subscribe to local newspapers, the Amish also
read their own national newspaper, The Budget. They also sub-
scribe to many magazines, sometimes reflecting their trade or
sometimes just for leisure.
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Well-kept flower/vegetable gardens are the norm.
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ARCOLA: DOUGLAS/MOULTRIE COUNTIES

A warm welcome greets visitors to Arcola, located just off Interstate 57
at Exit 203. Situated in the heart of Illinois Amish Country, visitors enjoy
Arcola and the surrounding Amish
countryside. Arcola is also proud to
be the birthplace of Johnny Gru-
elle, creator of the much loved
symbols of Americana, Raggedy
Ann and Raggedy Andy. Many
people also travel to Arcola to shop
for antiques, Amish-made furni-
ture, to dine in the fine local restau-
rants, shop the unique and friendly
stores, purchase beautifully crafted
furniture, stock up on sausage and
cheese, participate in the town’s
fabulous festivals, and learn more
area history. The community hosts
several major celebrations that an-
nually draw thousands of guests.

2017 RAGGEDY ANN 
GATHERING 

Arcola honors its famous son, Johnny Gruelle, and his beloved creations,
Raggedy Ann and Andy, annually with a weekend jam-packed with events for
Raggedy enthusiasts. The 2017 event is scheduled for Friday, June 9 and Sat-

urday, June 10, in Arcola. You are invited to a part of this very special themed
weekend where you can meet collectors, make new friends, and renew rela-

tionships.
You will not want to miss a great

photo “op” at Arcola’s new Rag -
gedy Ann and Andy memorial, just
south of Arcola’s Depot and Tourist
Information Center. Events planned
for the 2017 event include Raggedy
themed merchandise sales in the Ar-
cola Community Building and a
Friday night banquet/auction at
Yoder’s restaurant in Arthur, IL. For
more information, check the Rag -
gedy Gathering At Arcola on Face-
book, and visit the Arcola website
www.arcolachamber.com. 

ARCOLA’S 
BROOM CORN FESTIVAL
The Broom Corn Festival is the

oldest of Arcola’s annual events.
In 2017, Arcola celebrates the town’s 47th Annual Arcola Broom Corn Fes-
tival. The annual festival lasts three days, beginning Friday afternoon, Sep-
tember 8, with the National Broom Corn Sweeping contest, and continues

Arcola, Birthplace Of Raggedy Ann Creator,
Festivals, Murals, Unique Shopping, Delicious Food 

Discover why The Dutch Kitchen is one of Amish Country’s most popular
dining spots. We serve breakfast, lunch and dinner in our nostalgic
Main Street setting. Most of our menu favorites originate from

authentic Illinois
Dutch recipes.

Enjoy our famous fried chicken,
Dutch sausage, fresh salad bar, warm breads with
Yoder’s Apple Butter and shoo-fly pie. Come in during
your visit to Illinois Amish Country.

• Open 7:30 - 7:00

• Breakfast, Lunch
& Dinner

• Children’s Menu

• Daily Specials

• Banquet Room

• Fresh Salad Bar

Raggedy Ann and Andy are memorialized in this new 
sculpture dedicated in 2016. It is a perfect Johnny Gruelle
tribute and photo “op” for visitors and Raggedy enthusiasts.
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HAVE YOUR FURNI TURE DEL IVERED or  TAKE I T  HOME TODAY!

ILLINOIS’ LARGEST AMISH FURNITURE OUTLETILLINOIS’ LARGEST AMISH FURNITURE OUTLET
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through Sun day, September 10. (The festival is always held the weekend
following the Labor Day holiday.)
The annual Broom Corn Festival is one of the most popular annual

events in Illinois. It draws more than 60,000 visitors to the city with its
legendary stage acts, craft vendors, food booths and a huge parade fea-

turing the nationally-recognized Arcola Lawn Rangers, (chosen to be an
entrant in President Obama’s first inaugural parade) and as many as 175
other entrants.
For decades, Arcolans referred to the community as the "Broom Corn

Capital of the World." Indeed, it was. Arcola stood as one of the nation’s
top producers of broom corn, a tall, unusual variety of sorghum that is used
as a raw material in the manufacture of brooms. 
The modern parade rekindles the spirit of the times of yesteryear, when

farmers hitched their horses to wagons loaded with the year’s harvest and
headed toward town. Once in Arcola, they rolled
down Main Street proudly displaying their haul
while enroute to one of the many local broom fac-
tories. While broom corn is no longer grown in the
fertile farmland that surrounds Arcola, factories
that were born of those earlier times remain much
the heart of the community, and the local economy.
The Arcola Chamber of Commerce annually

sponsors the popular family festival, and the or-
ganization has built a storied tradition of success in
bringing to Arcola entertainers who seem to ex-
plode onto the national music scene either just be-
fore, or just after, taking the stage at the Broom
Corn Festival.
One of the Broom Corn Festival stage acts was

Garth Brooks, who entertained thousands during one
of the free Broom Corn Festival concerts in 1991 and
went on to an incredible music career. More recently,
Kenny Chesney performed at the festival, and the
ranks of those who have taken the Broom Corn Fes-
tival stage also include Brad Paisley, Tracy
Lawrence, Chris Cagle and Buddy Jewell.

Along with the featured performer, several other musical acts highlight
the festival, including those performing in the Broom Corn Festival beer
tent, which attracts huge evening crowds.
The 2013 festival featured the famous Budweiser Clydesdales, along

with their complete entourage. The Clydesdales, staff, equipment and
semis were in Arcola for three days. 
The festival also features a long list of events celebrating the commu-

nity’s heritage. These include broom-making demonstrations, a broom
sweeping contest, children’s entertainment, carnival rides and craft booths
that line the streets along with delicious festival foods. For additional in-
formation on the festival, contact the Arcola Chamber of Commerce at
217-268-4530 or visit www.arcolachamber.com.
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Arcola’s Broom Corn Festival draws a huge crowd each year.
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ARCOLA WALLDOG MURALS  
Through the efforts of the Arcola

Beautification Committee, and a vari-
ety of fundraising projects involving
numerous community volunteers, the
famous Walldogs mural painters came
to Arcola in June 2012. The group in-
cluded 130 artists from across the
United States as well as Canada, New
Zealand, Scotland and Australia.
There is a long and rich history of
painting wall advertisements. These
mural painters were often referred to
as Walldogs, and the group adopted
the name. 
The Walldog murals of today are

designed to enhance the sense of nos-
talgia and history of the towns lucky
enough to attract the artistry of the Walldogs. Paintings on the exterior
of local businesses feature topics unique to the rich history of Arcola.
The prestigious Walldogs select just one city in the Midwest to trans-
form each year.
Murals include: a mural dedicated to Arcolan Joe Ernst (WWll French

Medal of Honor recipient) and Ella Fitzgerald; Raggedy Ann and Andy;
the City of New Orleans train; Clayton Moore and the Lawn Rangers;
Pfeiffer Seed Company; broom corn and Arcola’s famous annual Broom
Corn Festival; an Arcola football themed mural; historic Route 45; the
local Amish culture; the Arcola Candy Kitchen; the Hispanic migration
to Arcola; The Arcola Sweet Shop, and a painting dedicated to the Arcola
Opera House and “Ozzie and Harriett” during the 1935 Homecoming
event. Visit www.arcolawalldogsproject.com.

ARCOLA NATIVE JOHNNY
GRUELLE: CREATOR OF
RAGGEDY ANN AND ANDY
Here’s a bit of a history lesson:

Johnny Gruelle, a well-known artist
and illustrator who created Raggedy
Ann and Andy, was born in Arcola in
1880 to artistic parents R.B. and Alice
Gruelle. R.B. was one of the famous
Hoosier Group of Impressionist artists.
From his youth, art was a major influ-
ence in Johnny Gruelle’s life. 
While Johnny Gruelle is best known

for his famous creations, Raggedy Ann
and Andy, he was certainly an artist with
a true talent for cartooning and maga-
zine/newspaper illustration. He was em-
ployed by publications including The

Indianapolis Star, The Cleveland Press and The New York Herald. Probably
his most famous comic strip was Mr. Twee Deedle. His cartoons, illustrations
and illustrated stories also appeared in well known magazines of the time
such as McCall’s, The Ladies World and The Illustrated Sunday Magazine. 
Gruelle continued his growth as an artist and, after struggling

through a tragic event that affected his own life, created the famed
Raggedy Ann as the central character in a series of children’s books. 
His daughter, Marcella, is credited with finding the very first Raggedy

Ann, a long forgotten faceless rag doll, in the family’s attic. She became
one of Marcella’s favorite companions. The name Raggedy Ann may
have come from a combination of two of James Whitcomb Riley’s (a
friend) poems, “The Raggedy Man” and “Little Orphant Annie.”
Marcella tragically died in childhood, and it is said to have been at this
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time that Johnny Gruelle began to write down the stories he had created
for Marcella with the rag doll as its main character. He patented and trade-
marked Raggedy Ann in 1915. The first Raggedy Ann book was published
in 1918 and was dedicated to “the millions of children who have loved a
rag doll.” Gruelle published a total of 40 books for children. He included
many of Marcella’s other dolls in the stories creating such characters as
Brown Bear and Eddie Elephant. The story messages are happy, filled with
a strong moral message and good deeds.
Johnny Gruelle died in 1938. His son, Worth, and his brother, Justin,

continued to publish Raggedy Ann stories. Today, the Gruelle family re-
mains strongly committed to the story themes and art created by Johnny. 
Johnny Gruelle’s granddaughter, Joni Gruelle Wannamaker, resides

in Arcola where, for over a decade, she and her late husband Tom Wan-
namaker, owned and operated a museum dedicated to Johnny Gruelle.
Joni, daughter of Worth and Susie Gruelle, is a talented artist as well,
and continues to work with publishers on new Raggedy Ann and Andy
merchandise.

ARCOLA AREA AMISH SETTLEMENT
Illinois’ largest Amish settlement is located just west of Arcola. The

rural area is lined with Amish businesses, homes, and schools. Drivers
share the roads with horse-drawn buggies and bicycles.
The Illinois Amish are tied to their Reformation beginnings by their

history, faith, simple way of life and plain dress. The Amish grew out
of the Reformation Anabaptist movement that began in Zurich,
Switzerland, in 1525. The movement included the Swiss Brethren and
the Hutterites in Southern Europe, and the Mennonites in the north of
Europe. Anabaptists insisted on baptizing believing adults rather than
infants. Refusal to follow any government or to fight in armies led to
persecution by Catholic and Protestant states. 
In 1693, the Amish separated from the Swiss Brethren, taking their

name from Jacob Ammann, an early leader. The primary cause of the
split with the Swiss Brethren involved the Amish belief in shunning
society members who broke the rules of the church. After the two split,
Amish families began moving to the United States in the early 1700s,
and, today, there are no Amish in Europe. After moving into small set-
tlements, the Amish moved westward in the 1830s and reached Peo-
ria, IL. That group later became Mennonite. The Old Order Amish
who settled in the Arthur-Arcola area originated from Pennsylvania. 
Today, the Amish community consists of approximately 4,300 peo-

ple and is divided into 25 church districts. Living without electricity
and using horses for transportation and field work, the Amish families
were, at first, engaged primarily in farming. 
In recent decades, as it became increasingly difficult to acquire

farmland, Amish men began establishing thriving businesses. With
woodworking businesses and establishments based on other such
trades, many tourists now are drawn to the area to buy beautifully crafted
Amish furniture, handmade Amish quilts and other products produced by
local Amish families.

AMAZING ARCOLA AND SPECIAL EVENTS:
For antique enthusiasts, Arcola will host a Country Spirit Antique

Show March 3 and 4. The event has expanded and is housed in three
locations, the Arcola Center at 107 West Main Street, The Best West-
ern PLUS Hotel and Conference Center at 917 Green Mill Road, and
The Arcola Masonic Lodge, 111 South Locust St. Locations to feature
American country antiques. A second Country Spirit Antique Show
and Sale is scheduled for Nov. 10 and 11 at the same locations.
Arcola merchants welcome spring with an annual Spring Open

House  April 7 - 8 and April 14 - 15 when merchants celebrate the end
of winter with special pricing for shoppers.
Aikman’s Wildlife Adventure Park opened in 2016 in rural Arcola.

Forty acres have been dedicated to offering a car/or horse-drawn
wagon drive-through experience viewing and personally interacting
with over 90 animals from all over the world. Visit www.aikman-
wildlife.com.
The annual community-wide garage sale, scheduled August 4 and 5,

is also a popular event.
Visitors throughout the year will find much more in Arcola. The

community offers a warm welcome to visitors as well as unique shop-
ping in charming stores, friendly service, and ample storefront park-
ing. There is just too much to see in one day. Spend the night in Arcola
at a hotel including Arcola’s Comfort Inn or The Arcola Best Western
Plus Hotel and Conference Center. 
Some of the shops on Arcola’s Main Street, sure to please even the

most discerning shopper, include The Arcola Emporium for home decor,
gifts, jewelry and antiques. A friendly welcome awaits at even more Ar-
cola businesses including Kauffman’s Amish Furniture Outlet.

Local restaurants feature mouth-watering specialties. Dine in
local favorite restaurants including Arcola’s Dutch Kitchen, The
Hen House, McDonald’s, Monicals, Carriage Crossing, Subway
and Dairy Queen.  

THE HOLIDAYS
Visitors will also receive a special welcome during the Christmas hol-

iday season when shoppers can enjoy holiday music played through speak-
ers lining the town’s sidewalks, festively decorated storefronts, streets and
windows, and even a lighted tree at the four-way stop on Arcola’s Main
Street. Small town America hospitality often includes caroling by local
church choirs. The holiday season kicks off in November when store own-
ers host annual holiday Open Houses. Specific dates and events will be an-
nounced. Traditionally, the open houses feature holiday treats, extended
hours, caroling, special merchandise and more.
The month of December is a busy one throughout the community as

local churches host such events as a House Walk complete with a visit
to The Candy Cane Cafe, special music with an Annual Christmas Can-
tata, school concerts, and much more. Santa comes to town with great
fanfare and treats for all. For more information, contact the Arcola
Chamber of Commerce.
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HISTORIC BUSINESS DISTRICT
Arcola’s Main Street business district also features well-maintained, re-

cently renovated historic buildings, including the Otto Building on Main
Street. Recently, owner of the building and local businessman, Wilmer
Otto, received national attention. He headed a group that arranged to have
an authentic Mesker Bros. Iron Works storefront (lo-
cated in the neighboring town of Stewardson) re-
stored and moved to Arcola to replace the facade of
the landmark Arcola building. The Mesker storefront
in Stewardson had graced the quickly deteriorating
former Opera Hall there. The Otto Building’s origi-
nal Mesker storefront was destroyed by fire in 1950.
A special community ceremony dedicated the
restoration project made possible through the col-
laboration of the two towns. There are also several
other historic Mesker storefronts in Arcola.

GREEN MILL VILLAGE
Green Mill Village Theatre is proud to present an-

other season of excellent entertainment in Amazing
Arcola, Illinois. This season will feature a variety of
performances full of laughter and love. These dinner
theatre-style performances will attract people from
all over to Arcola and give the community a chance
to showcase all that Amish Country of Illinois has
to offer. Tickets are now on sale for events from
March, all the way through October. Tickets include
reserved seating for the performance as well as on-
site catered meals. Performances in 2017 include:

“Murder At Bunny & Clyde's” -
Dinner Theatre: March 8 - April 26

Noted wine bootleggers Bunny and Clyde have
invited their closest friends and enemies to join them for an evening of in-
teractive fun. Rumor has it that Clyde may meet his demise during the
course of the evening, and that the murderer could even be the person sit-
ting beside you. Will the bumbling French detective Jacques La Cop be
the first to solve the crime...or will you?

“Adam & Eve Go To Marriage Counseling” - 
Dinner Theatre: May 10 - July 26

Adam and Eve have been married for thousands of years, but lately
things aren't going so well. It’s just one fight after another about who re-
ally wears the plants in the family. But what else can you expect when you
marry the…ONLY man on Earth? Has time finally run out for the world’s

first power couple, or can a wise old counselor give them a second bite at
the apple? Find out with this imaginative romantic comedy.

“Slay It Again, Sam” - Dinner Theatre: September 6 - Oct. 25
"Here's looking at murder, kid." Who can be trusted at Rick's Cafe? No

one, if they're all out to steal the Maltese chicken. Will the clues add up,
or is it all just a hill of beans? Find out in this zany
interactive mystery.
These performances are the perfect centerpiece for

a day trip. But, if you feel like extending your stay,
the Stay Play Buffet package is for you. This pack-
age includes two tickets to a Green Mill Village The-
atre dinner theatre performance as well as an
overnight guest stay at Best Western Plus Green Mill
Village Hotel & Suites. For more  information and
tickets, call 217-268-4400.
At the Arcola hotel, each guest is treated like a

family member. Antiquing is a favorite hobby for
many in the region, and since its a brand new hotel
with great service and brand recognition, you can
enjoy the best of both worlds (the new and old) there.
Each of the hotel guest rooms is adorned with furni-
ture that was locally crafted by Simply Amish, a
company in the area that provides handcrafted
Amish-made furniture. Throughout the entire hotel,
on canvases that decorate guest room walls and pub-
lic spaces, is artwork from the Richard Herschberger
Gallery, that depicts the beauty of the prairie.

THE ARCOLA ILLINOIS 
CENTRAL RAILROAD TRAIN DEPOT

The Depot should be the first stop for visitors who
come to the area. The historic brick building (circa

1885) is a welcome center, tourist information center, museum and home
of the Arcola Chamber of Commerce offices. It contains visitor informa-
tion about points of interests in Arcola, the nearby Amish settlement and
the surrounding areas. 
After use of the building as a depot ended in 1973, the building was

closed and fell into disrepair. When rumors reached community members
that the railroad was considering tearing the building down, the then Arcola

Free Continental Breakfast
AARP Discount
Jacuzzi Rooms
Pets with Permission
Outdoor Pool

Best Place For a Layover in Amish Country
For reservations only:
1-800-228-5150

“Feels Like Home”

Arcola

Phone:  217-268-4000
www.choicehotels.com

Exit 203 at
I-57 & Rt. 133

Opposite Dairy Queen

A warm welcome awaits
in Arcola.

“GOOD HOME COOKIN”

 FAMILY RESTAURANT 
& GIFT SHOP  ARCOLA 
OPEN DAILY  5:30 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

Daily 
LUNCH
Specials
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AIKMANWILDLIFE ADVENTURE: DOUGLAS/MOULTRIE COUNTIES

Bringing a touch of the “exotic” to the heart of Illinois Amish Coun-
try is Aikman Wildlife Adventure. Beginning its first year of oper-
ation in 2016, the 40-acre park is located on the Illinois prairie

along the picturesque Kaskaskia River just 5 miles west of Interstate 57 at
exit 203 (Illinois Route 133), at the site of the former Rockome Gardens.
Aikman Wildlife Adventure offers visitors and their families an outdoor

experience viewing and interacting with a variety of animal species from
many parts of the world, including the United States, Europe, Africa and
Central and South America.
Two years in the making, owner James Aikman visualized Aikman

Wildlife Adventure as a park where families could enjoy a special outdoor
experience together, as well as a place where “rescue” animals and other
animals in need could call “home.”
“There are many kids these days who seem to always be on their phones

and computers, and not going outside anymore,” Aikman said. “Most peo-
ple are innately drawn and are curious about animals. Aikman Wildlife Ad-
venture is designed to help young people to be motivated to want to be
outside. It is a place where families can come together and hang out and
enjoy God’s amazing creations whenever they desire.
“The park is different from a zoo because visitors have more personal in-

teraction with the animals, as opposed to just seeing them behind some
kind of barrier.”
There are several ways visitors can enjoy the nearly 90 animals in the park.

The “drive-through” section of the park covers about 20 acres. Visitors can
drive their cars through the area, view and take photographs of the animals up
close. Federal rules do not allow feeding the animals from a car, however,
those wishing to feed the animals can take the park’s wagon tour through the
drive-through area. The wagons hold about 25 people. A guide narrates the ad-
venture and relays information about the animals the wagon encounters. Each
rider is given a small tub of feed for the animals that approach the wagon.

Those taking the drive-through adventure can view “up close and per-
sonal” many species of animals. They include llamas, alpacas, emus and
Scottish Highlanders, a type of cattle often called “hairy cows” because of
their shaggy coats. Also, wild turkeys and exotic sheep can be seen.
In addition, also in the drive-through area are bison, water buffalo and

the two types of camels. The Arabian camel, also called dromedary, has
one hump, while the Bactrain camel has two humps. Arabian camels’
native habitat is the Middle East and the Horn of Africa, while Bactrain
camels can be found in Central Asia. Brown, white and blackish-col-
ored fallow deer, about the size of white-tailed deer, also roam the drive-
through section.
Families who enjoy nature films will be excited to see one of the most

well-known animals found on the Serengeti plains and other areas of Africa
brought to the Great Plains of Central Illinois — the blue wildebeest. Indeed,

Serengeti is derived from a
Maasai word that means
“endless plains.”
What is known as the

“Serengeti Wildebeest Mi-
gration” is an annual natural
phenomenon that takes
place between Serengeti Na-
tional Park in Tanzania and
Maasai Mara Game Reserve
in Kenya, where up to 2 mil-
lion animals, mostly wilde-
beest and zebra, move in a
clockwise rotational route
determined by the availabil-
ity of grazing and water.
In addition to the blue

wildebeest, other African
animals in the drive-
through area are a zebra and
an eland, Africa’s largest an-
telope. The park has two
Scimitar oryxes, also known
as the Sahara oryx. This
species of oryx, which for-
merly inhabited all of North
Africa, is now extinct in the
wild. Also an addax, also

known as the white antelope and the screwhorn antelope, calls Aikman
Wildlife Adventure home. Native to India, a nilgai, a species of antelope,
also lives in the drive-through area.
Another type of adventure that can be experienced at the park is the

“walk-through” section. This area more resembles a traditional zoo, in
that the animals are housed in their own particular habitat, which, how-
ever, is much larger than what can be found in a typical zoo. Visitors can-
not interact with the animals in this part of the park, except for in the
petting zoo area.
Animals found in the walk-through area are a coatimundi, which is a

racoon-like animal found in Central and South America. There are also
African porcupines and an African genet, which is a kind of a small ferret-
looking animal, gray in color with black spots. Those making a return trip to
the walk-through area in 2017 will see some new animals, including a pair of
hyenas, servals (a smaller African cat), a pair of ringtail lemurs, and two pot-
bellied pigs. Another new attraction for 2017 are two sulcata tortoises. Also
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called African spurred tortoises, these animals can reach 24 to 36 inches in
length and can weigh up to 100 to 200 pounds.
Also new for the 2017 season is the aviary adventure, where visitors can

interact with multi-colored bungies and exotic pheasants. Feedsticks are avail-
able. The park is also planning a kangaroo adventure, where people can pet
the animals. In addition, pony rides are available on some days, and zebra
rides are planned for the fall season.
Another attraction at the park is the behind-the-scenes adventure. Called

“the ultimate up close and personal animal experience,” visitors will be ac-
companied by a guide to go off “the beaten path,” making their own trail
through the drive-through in a six-seat UTV. Animals to be viewed in this ad-
venture include a silver fox and wolf pups.

Leading up to the opening of the entire part on Memorial Day weekend, the
indoor adventure is open on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The drive-
through will be open as well, weather permitting.
There is also a gift shop where visitors can purchase a souvenir of their

“wildlife adventure.” 
Beginning Memorial Day weekend, the whole park will be open Friday

through Monday. On Fridays, Saturdays and Mondays, the hours of operation
will be from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and on Sundays from noon to 4 p.m. After
Labor Day, it will be open on fewer days.
For more information, visit the Aikman Wildlife Adventure’s Facebook

page and/or www.aikmanwildlife.com or by calling 217-268-3500. The email
address is info@aikmanwildlife.com.
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Throughout the village of Arthur and its surrounding area,
visitors will find a friendly, slow-paced atmosphere that
lends itself to the town’s adopted motto, “You’re Only A

Stranger Once.” With a population of only 2,300, Arthur pos-
sesses many distinctive qualities. 
Located fewer than 10 miles west of Interstate 57, Arthur pro-

vides a wonderful centerpiece for those looking for unique
shopping or the enriching cultural experiences offered in the
surrounding countryside. This includes the fourth-largest set-
tlement of the Old Order Amish in the United States, and the
largest settlement in Illinois.
The Illinois Amish community has been central to life around

Arthur for more than a century. The Amish, who dress conser-
vatively, travel in black buggies and work the soil the old-fash-
ioned way by horse-drawn implement, own many farms and
businesses around the Arthur area. Visitors travel from across
the globe to experience the Amish lifestyle and enjoy the charm
of Arthur’s many locally owned shops and cottage industries.
While the Amish community enjoys its privacy, all are in-

vited to experience a whole separate world of commerce that springs to
life early each morning. Many Amish families own specialty shops cre-
ating handmade quilts, crafts and rugs, baked goods, handmade solid
wood furniture, lawn furniture and outdoor buildings, milling shops,
pallet shops, buggy shops, canvas shops, butcher and poultry process-
ing shops, food and spices in bulk and health food stores. Some of these
shops are wholesale only, while many are open to the public.

The Amish have large gardens and will share their bounty at roadside
stands or through local auctions. Some have made a business with or-
chards, greenhouses and truck farms. They raise all kinds of farm ani-
mals and sell them at weekly auctions at the local sale barn. Visitors
also come to Arthur to partake of delicious Amish foods, such as cin-
namon rolls, breads and other delicious baked goods available at local
bakeries and at the many benefit sales and auctions that fill the Arthur
calendar. For a truly cultural exp erience, visitors can schedule a tradi-

Arthur: You’re Only A Stranger Once

ARTHUR: DOUGLAS/MOULTRIE COUNTIES

Arthur’s Visitor Center
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Homemade Baked Goods
• Pies • Cinnamon Rolls • Breads • Cookies 

Visit Our Gift Shop

Features over 2,000 sq. ft. of the 
area’s finest gifts. From quilts to china, 
crafts to framed art, you’re sure to find 
something for that special someone.

Banquet Facilities
We can accommodate groups from 30 to 350. 

Let our experienced staff help plan 
your next special event.

We’ll make your 
dining experience special!

Yoder’s Kitchen is a full service family restaurant offering the best in Amish/Mennonite
cooking. Our full menu features our famous broasted chicken, smoked pork chops and much more.

We also offer a lunch and dinner buffet that includes all of our mouth-watering favorites.

Hours: Monday - Saturday: 7 a.m. - 8 p.m 
• Closed Sundays •

Friday & Saturday Morning Breakfast Buffet. 
7 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

1195 E. Columbia • Arthur, Illinois

See Us For All Your Catering Needs
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tional Amish meal on an Amish farm through ACM Tours or Amish Ad-
ventures Tour Services, both located in downtown Arthur.
Amish cottage businesses are usually open Monday through Saturday

throughout the year. Some open as early as 8 a.m. and close as late as
6 p.m. Those traveling to the area might want to seek information be-
fore making a trip to learn about certain holidays during which Amish
workers close their shops to spend time with friends and family. For
more information, visit www.IllinoisAmishCountry.com.
Visitors to the Arthur area should take special precautions while trav-

eling the area’s roadways. Buggies travel at about 10 miles per hour
and generally follow buggy paths along the edges of the main highways
to ensure safety. Slow down and be careful when passing one on a rural
roadway.
The Amish settlers of Central Illinois, as one might guess, are genuinely

friendly people. Visitors are encouraged to wave and greet them as they
would when greeting old friends. Since Amish customs prohibit the use of
camera equipment, Amish community members prefer they not be pho-
tographed or video recorded. Photographing Amish farms, animals and
buggies, however, is generally allowed with a few exceptions.

Arthur History
The history of Arthur and the Illinois Amish dates back to the mid-

1800s. Arthur was settled when three Amish gentlemen came to the area
around 1865 looking for farmland that didn’t have the same rocky qual-
ity as the land in their native states of Pennsylvania and Maryland. They
found such land in what was then known as The Big Slough. The land,
which was located nine miles west of the already established community
of Arcola, was saturated with water. Once drained, however, the ground
proved to be ideal for farming, with the flat, fertile fields of black soil rep-
resenting some of the best land in the country.
In the early 1870s, a switch-track was needed for the new railroad cross-

ing the swampy land between Paris and Decatur. It was decided that it
would be placed near today’s Vine Street, Arthur’s main street, and now
the town’s primary commercial thoroughfare. The street separates the
town into two counties, Douglas County to the east and Moultrie County
to the west.
With the combination of fertile farmland and the new railroad switch-

track, a small settlement soon blossomed. The owner of the railroad,
Robert G. Hervey, named the new settlement Glascow. A short time later,
fire destroyed the new village. When business owners rebuilt, their new
shops were placed at right angles to the railroad straddling the two coun-
ties on either side of Vine Street. Then, in 1873, when the village fathers
petitioned to incorporate the community, it was discovered that another
Illinois community used the name Glascow. After hearing the news, Mr.
Hervey changed the name to Arthur to honor his favorite brother.   

A warm welcome in every season.
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Friendly, Care-Free, Quiet Country Living 

included in monthly rate:

Available by request:

S E R V I C E S

Watkins Estates

watkinsestates@hotmail.com

SCHEDULE YOUR
TOUR TODAY!

Give us a call today!

Start Enjoying Your Retirement!

These amenities include: 

Studio, one & two bedroom apartments with private full bathroom 
and personal full kitchen start at $475 a month.

Events
Visitors to Arthur and the surrounding area will notice many acres of

flat, fertile farmland. Douglas County is the flattest county in Illinois.
While it lacks undulating hills, however, it cer-
tainly doesn’t lack beauty. Broad vistas, some-
times stunning sunsets and the tree-lined banks of
the nearby Kaskaskia River provide a wonderful
backdrop to a land where beautiful horses graze
in pastures.
Arthur hosts many major events each year, be-

ginning with antique shows in March, Saturday
markets, the Annual Amish Country Quilt Show
and Auction in April.
The days and weeks that follow are filled with

events such as the Arthur Independence Day Cel-
ebration, held the Saturday prior to the 4th of
July.  This gigantic fireworks display features a
parade, entertainment, an air show with World
War II aircraft, helicopter rides and skydivers,
and a huge 16-inch firework shell amid the
evening fireworks display.
Other Arthur events include The June Straw-

berry Jam Festival; the Freedom Celebration and
the Moultrie-Douglas County Fair in July; and the
Mennonite Relief Sale in August.
September brings the annual Amish Country

Cheese Festival (held on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday on Labor Day weekend); The Great
Pumpkin Patch; an annual bicycle ride that attracts more than 800
riders who love the flat, quiet roads and the Amish meals served to
them; several special horse sales and the 5th Annual Chet Kingery
Bluegrass Festival.

Then in October, don’t forget the annual CIBR-BBQ Cook-off (Cen-
tral Illinois Braggin’ Rights), which is designated as an Illinois State
Championship and KCBS sanctioned event. Visitors and townspeople

alike are lured to come to Arthur’s downtown
just by the aroma of the BBQ cookers as it per-
meates the air.
The festival season starts to wind down with

another huge Antique & Primitive weekend and
a lighted holiday parade during the Christmas
Kick-off Weekend in November, followed by
the annual Central Illinois Outdoor Expo held in
February 2018 at the Otto Center.
Monthly Event: The 3rd Saturday Craft and

Flea Market in downtown Arthur is conducted
the third Saturday of each month indoors and
outdoors, depending on weather. More than 20
antique, craft and flea vendors are included. 

Shopping
Picture yourself in the Arthur Amish Country

shops. Out in the Amish countryside you’ll find
country grocery stores, quilt and fabric shops,
bakeries, orchards and fruit stands, buggy shops,
woodworking shops and more. These “Country
Shops” are unique opportunities to interact di-
rectly with the Amish shopkeepers and find spe-
cial treasures to take home.
While Amish handiwork is prevalent through-

out the shops that dot the countryside near Arthur, you can also spend
a day in the unique shops in downtown Arthur. Visitors can shop for
Amish crafted furniture at The Wood Loft or the Calico Workshop or
quality antiques at Yoder’s Lamps and Antiques. Quilters treasure Stitch
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An entry in the Arthur 
Cheese Festival Parade
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’N’ Sew or The Villa, Dicks Pharmacy features an old-fashioned soda
fountain, as well as cheese and baked goods at Country Cheese &
More. Unique gifts are available in shops such as The Pewter Spoon
and the Arthur Flower Shop that also has fresh fudge.
Visitors who wish to stay overnight are greeted with warm wel-

comes at Arthur’s Country Inn on East Route 133, or stay in a
charming B&B such as Marsha’s Vineyard or Prairie Sunset. Visi-
tors may also rent a furnished house in Chesterville for their stay at
the Lil’ Cottage.
Arthur itself offers many interesting eating options. Yoder’s

Kitchen is Arthur’s largest restaurant with banquet facilities. For
those in need of “rejuvenation,” just down the road is RoseLen’s Cof-
fees & Delights. Try out Pauly’s BBQ for some of central Illinois’
finest slow cooking. For breakfast and lunch downtown you will find
a “farmer’s cafe” at the R&I Restaurant, a bar and grill at The Berg,
and made fresh daily soup and sub sandwiches at Country Cheese &
More. The Country Kitchen, located in Watkins Estates on Route 133,
is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner, including daily specials, and
don’t forget La Casada Mexican Grill on East Route 133 in the Yoder
Center.
Call the Arthur Welcome Center at 217-543-2242 or visit

www.arthuril.us or www.ArthurFestivals.com for additional area infor-
mation and a complete schedule of events.

2017 Arthur Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities.

March 3, 4:Homesteaders on the Prairie Antique Show/Sale. Moultrie-
Douglas County Fairgrounds
March 3, 4: Country Spirit Antique Shows/Sale. Arcola Center & Best

Western Plus-Arcola.
March 4: Gathering on the Prairie Antique Show/Sale. Otto Center.
March 10, 11: 8th Annual Woodwrights Guild Home & Garden Show.

Otto Center.
March 11:Miss Arthur-Atwood Pageant.
March 17: 15th Annual Gospel Echoes Team Prison Ministry Benefit

Auction/Supper. Otto Center.
March 18: 3rd Saturday Market. Moultrie-Douglas County Fair-

grounds.
March 23-25: C.A.M.S. Rummage Sale. Otto Center.
March 24: Spring Toy Auction. Tri-County

Auction Facility.
March 25: Spring Semi-Annual Consignment

Sale. Tri-County Auction Facility.
April 1: Bi-Annual Fish Fry. Otto Center.
April 1: County Line Standard-Bred Horse

Sale. Arthur Sale Barn.
April 15: 3rd Saturday Market. Moultrie-

Douglas County Fairgrounds.
April 15: Easter Egg Hunt. 1 p.m. at Arthur

High School. Arthur Woman’s Club.
April 16: Community Sunrise Service.
April 21: 13th Annual Benefit Auction for the

Moultrie County Beacon. Otto Center.
April 24-29: 7th Annual Quilt Walk. Down-

town Arthur. Maps at Welcome Center.
April 27-29: 28th Annual Arthur Quilt Show

& Auction. Otto Center.
April 28: Arthur Produce Auction opens for

season. Half mile south of State Rte. 133 on
CR 100E.
Every Tuesday & Friday in May: Flowers

and produce at the Arthur Produce Auction be-
ginning at 10 a.m.

May 5: Arthur Produce Annual Spring Tree & Landscaping Auction.
10 a.m.
May 6: Kelly Miller Circus.Arthur High School.
May 12: Horse/Pony Sale. Moultrie-Douglas County Fairgrounds.
May 16: East Central Illinois Standard-Bred & Pony Sale. Arthur

Sale Barn.
May 19, 20: All-Around Town Garage Sales. Maps at Welcome Center.
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May 20: 3rd Saturday Market. Moultrie-Douglas County Fairgrounds.
May 25: Ascension Day. All Amish businesses closed.
Every Tuesday & Friday in June: Fresh local produce at the Arthur

Produce Auction at 10 a.m.
June 2-4: Cushman Scooters Daze. Moultrie-Douglas County

Fairgrounds.
June 2, 3: Strawberry Jam Festival. Downtown Arthur.
June 3: Strawberry Social. Otto Center.
June 3: The Homestead Bakery 11th Anniversary Open House at The

Great Pumpkin Patch from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
June 4: Central Illinois Lions Club/Arthur Lions Club “Walk for

Sight.” Jurgens Park at 4 p.m.
June 5-9: Arthur Community Vacation Bible School at Arthur Men-

nonite Church from 9 to 11:30 a.m.
June 9, 10: Back Forty Market. The Great Pumpkin Patch.
June 17: 8th Annual Amish Country Tractor Cruise. 50-mile cruise

featuring pre-1980 tractors.
June 17: 3rd Saturday Market. Moultrie-Douglas County Fairgrounds.
Every Tuesday & Friday in July: Fresh local produce at the Arthur

Produce Auction at 10 a.m.
July 1: Arthur Freedom Celebration Parade. Downtown Arthur at

2 p.m.  
July 1: Arthur Freedom Celebration/Fireworks. Arthur Rotary Club.
July 7: Vine St. Christian Church “Movies Under the Stars.” Free out-

door family movie.
July 9-15: 87th Annual Moultrie-Douglas County Fair.
July 13: Semi-Annual Summer Picker Auction. Tri-County Auction

Facility.
July 13-15: East Central Illinois Shop Hop.
July 21: Vine St. Christian Church “Movies Under the Stars.” Free

outdoor family movie.
Every Tuesday & Friday in August: Fresh local produce at the

Arthur Produce Auction, 10 a.m.
August 4: Vine St. Christian Church “Movies Under the Stars.” Free

outdoor family movie.
August 19: 3rd Saturday Market.
August 25, 26: Arthur Mennonite Relief Sale. Otto Center.
Every Tuesday & Friday in September. Fresh local produce, pump-

kins and mums at the Arthur Produce Auction, 10 a.m.
September 2-4: 45th Annual Arthur Amish Country Cheese Festival.

Rat Race 5K/10K Run, 1-Mile Fun Run, 5K Recreational Walk and Kids
Cheese Chasers Race-Arthur Woman’s Club. Slow Speed Tractor
Races/Antique Tractor Show.
September 2: 5th Annual Chet Kingery Bluegrass Festival. The Great
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Paulys BBQ
310 E Columbia St.

Arthur, IL 61911
217-543-2400

paulysbbq@gmail.com

Smoked Chicken Wings, Pulled Pork, Ribs, Turkey, 
Tenderloin, Grilled Chicken, Hog Trough

See Us For Your 

CATERING
Needs!
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Pumpkin Patch.  
September 2: Annual East Central Illinois

Standard-Bred Auction. Arthur Sale Barn.
September 8, 9: Fall All Around Town

Garage Sales. Maps at Welcome Center.
September 9-October 31: The Great Pump-

kin Patch Open for 28th season.
September 16, 17: Arthur Homecoming

Weekend. Parade, game, coronation.
September 16: 3rd Saturday Market.Moul-

trie-Douglas County Fairgrounds.
September 16: “The Amish Country Tour”

Annual Bike Ride.
September 29: Fall Toy Auction. Tri-County

Auction Facility.
September 30: Fall Semi-Annual Consign-

ment Sale. Tri-County Auction Facility.
Every Tuesday & Friday in October: Fresh

local produce, pumpkins and mums at the
Arthur Produce Auction, 10 a.m.
October 1-31: The Great Pumpkin Patch

open daily.
October 13, 14: CIBR-BBQ KCBS Compe-

tition, Thrill of the Grill Competition.
October 21: 3rd Saturday Market. Moultrie-

Douglas County Fairgrounds.
October 24-31: Lighted Pumpkin House

Display.
October 27, 28: 24th Annual Haiti Auction.

Otto Center.
October 28: Halloween Festival. Arthur

High School. Arthur Woman’s Club.
November 4: Vine Street Church Christian

Holiday Bazaar.
November 4: Bi-Annual Fish Fry. The Otto

Center.
November 10, 11: Woodwrights Guild Fall

Open House.
November 10, 11: “Spirit of the Holidays”

Bazaar. Arthur United Methodist Church.
November 10, 11: Homesteaders on the

Prairie Antique Show/Sale. Moultrie-Douglas
Fairgrounds.
November 10, 11: Country Spirit Antique

Shows/Sale. Arcola Center & Best Western
Plus-Arcola.
November 11: Spirit of the Season/Gather-

ing on the Prairie Antique Show & Sale. The
Otto Center.
November 17: Christmas Auction. The

Otto Center.
November 18: Amish Country Christmas

Kickoff/Lighted Christmas Parade.
November 18: 3rd Saturday Market. Moul-

trie-Douglas County Fairgrounds.
November 24: Farm Primitives, Antiques

& Collectibles Auction. Tri-County Auction
Facility
November 24: Small Business Day Pro-

motion.
November 25: Advertising Signage, Petro-

liana & Collectibles Auction. Tri-County Auc-

tion Facility.
December 2: Breakfast with Santa.
December 16: 3rd Saturday Market. Moul-

trie-Douglas County Fairgrounds.
December 25: Free Community Christmas

Day Lunch. Vine Street Christian Church.
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• Guided Tour of theAmish Countryside
• Meal in an Amish Home
• Amish Home Tours

• Amish Woodworking Shop Tour

24 - 48 hours advance 
notice required for 
reservations. Groups of 
4 to 200+ are Welcome.

SPEND A DAY… OR TWO!
SHOP DOWNTOWN ARCOLA & ARTHUR, IL.

1071 CR 1200N, Sullivan, Illinois 61951
Ph: 217-543-2734 

Email: stellartours@gmail.com
Website: www.amishadventures.net

Cable, HBO2, Free WIFI, 
Updated Rooms & 

Friendly, Local Management

I-57 exit 203, 9 miles west on Rt.133
785 E. Columbia • Arthur, IL

217-543-3321
Find us on Expedia & Booking.com

www.arthurcountryinn.com
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Along the banks of the
Kaskaskia River and in the
middle of Amish settle-

ments, the charm of Chesterville
greets visitors. In Chesterville,
which is midway between Arcola
and Arthur, visitors will discover an
old-fashioned meat market, an out-
door furnishings business and a
thriving restaurant that serves deli-
cious and bountiful meals.  
While most travelers pass through

Chesterville on Illinois Route 133
bound for Arthur, Arcola and other
area destinations, Chesterville’s new
bridge, located just north of Illinois
Route 133, provides a picturesque
view of the Kaskaskia River, which
feeds into Lake Shelbyville. The
bridge offers photographers a front
row seat for snapshots of colorful
autumnal foliage and the beauty of
an icy stream in winter. 
The new bridge was constructed

Made From Recycled 
Milk Containers

Made From Recycled 
Milk Containers

Poly Furniture In Many Sizes Colors & Styles

We Also Carry Inspirational Art Gifts and Home Decor.

Located on Rt. 133 In Chesterville
(217) 543-2894

EMC
Outdoor
Furnishings

Chesterville: Delicious Food, Shopping 
And A Ghost Story In Amish Country

CHESTERVILLE: DOUGLAS/MOULTRIE COUNTIES
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recently to replace a 115-year-old iron bridge that was commonly
known as the Chesterville Bridge. Citizens around Chesterville asked
the county to build the original structure over the Kaskaskia River to
take advantage of com-
mercial opportunities from
the Illinois Central Rail-
road. In those days, it was
called the Kaskaskia River
Bridge.
In addition, travelers

looking for a little ad-
venture off the beaten
path can visit the small
Chesterville Cemetery,
located just outside the
village over an ancient,
one-lane bridge. In the
cemetery is the mysteri-
ous witch’s grave. Local folklore has it the grave is that of a rebel-
lious young woman who was thought to be a witch. At one point, she
disappeared and was later found dead in a farmer’s field. Although
authorities ruled that she died of natural causes, many were afraid she
would come back to life and seek revenge. The body was placed in the
local funeral home and people from all over the countryside came to
view the witch’s body. She was buried in the cemetery and a tree was
planted on her grave so her spirit would be trapped in the tree. 
As the tree grows directly from her grave, many local residents be-

lieve that if the tree is cut down or destroyed, the ghost of the witch

will leave her grave and seek revenge on those who caused her death. 
Since that time, the woman’s ghost has allegedly appeared to

passersby and visitors to the cemetery. The story goes that, thanks to
the tree, the ghost is
confined to the area
around the grave. 
Meanwhile, Dutch

Valley Meats in Chester-
ville, located on the
north side of Illinois
Route 133, invites both
local campers and those
heading for home to stop
in for some of the finest,
freshest selections avail-
able today. The business
features a wide variety
of fresh meats, includ-

ing offerings that come from local farms, such as wood-smoked
sausages and bacon. 
Looking for a variety of quality outdoor furnishings to decorate a

lawn, porch or patio? If so, then visit EMC Outdoor Furnishings on
Illinois Route 133. EMC offers shoppers a complete line of concrete
ornaments, a selection of pressure-treated wood items and poly-vinyl
products in seven different colors. Offerings include vinyl and
wooden gazebos, arbors, swings, glider chairs, stationary chairs,
benches, end tables, picnic tables, lighthouses, aluminum windmills
and many more.

Dutch Valley Meats is located “on the curve” in Chesterville.

Chamber of Commerce president, Mrs. Mary Monahan, and other citizens
asked her son, Pat, to contact the Illinois Central Railroad and try to arrange
purchase of the building and lease of the surrounding land. The “Save The
Depot” project is one of many success stories of Arcola citizens pulling to-
gether to accomplish a community goal. Two years after the project began, an
Open House was held August 17, 1986, to celebrate completion of the project.
This historic restored railroad depot now houses a museum containing

a display of railroad memorabilia and an exhibit of old and new Raggedy
Ann & Andy dolls. It holds books on the history of Arcola, broom corn,
and the depot itself. Visitors will also find the largest brush and broom col-
lection, donated by Louis Klein, who traveled the world collecting all kinds
of brushes and brooms. There is also Arcola memorabilia from the schools,
the old pharmacy—including the Coffee Club Cups (the club was made
famous on Charles Kuralt’s Sunday Morning) and lots of photos, potbelly
stoves and much more. The friendly and knowledgeable staff is happy to
greet visitors and help with information for an Amazing Arcola experience.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Saturday, closed on Sunday
and some holidays. 

IPADS IN THE HANDS OF ALL ARCOLA STUDENTS
Arcola’s progressive and diverse school district has completed a major

building expansion that has brought many academic advantages for Arcola’s
students. With an eye toward the importance of technology in today’s edu-
cation, The Arcola 1:1 Individual Learning Program has raised more than
$642,877.  The program was spearheaded by Arcola native Tim Monahan,
local businessman and community leader, to support an initiative whereby
each student, K-12,  in the Arcola school district has his/her own iPad.
The Arcola community is also preparing for the future by making up-

grades to some of its most historic buildings. The Arcola Public Library,
built over a century ago with funds provided by Andrew Carnegie, has un-
dergone a remarkable renovation and expansion project.

The school athletic motto, “Winning Is Our Tradition,” is representa-
tive of the importance athletics have played, not only in the history of the
community, but in the lives of current students and fans. In 2015, the Ar-

cola football team again won the class 1A state championship, and in
2016, the team also made the state playoffs.  
Sarah Bush Lincoln’s Arcola Health Care facility, a chiropractic center

as well as a new facility for one of the community’s banks, have changed
the landscape of the west side of town. 
The Arcola location of The Okaw Farmer’s Cooperative has added to

the town’s southwest cityscape with a huge grain bin. Total capacity at
the facility now totals approximately 3,500,000 bushels of grain, reflect-
ing the vital role agriculture plays in the area. Douglas County (the flat-
test county in Illinois) is well known for its rich soil.
Work has been completed on Arcola’s new westside fire station, and

construction is in progress in the downtown area for the community’s new
Masonic Temple, which will also house an additional community center
available for community and private events.
A new housing addition, which features condo living as well as single

family dwelling at its best, is located on the southeast side of the town. 
Visitors are also invited to enjoy Arcola’s beautifully maintained parks,

as well as the Arcola Rotary Club Centennial Park and Gazebo. 
During the autumn, Arcola’s great old maple trees are magnificent on

Main Street with beautiful fall foliage. Visitors will also want to take ad-
vantage of area bike trails. Altogether, Arcola is a great place to visit and
an even better place to live. Contact the Arcola Chamber of Commerce at
(800) 336-5456 or visit www.arcolachamber.com.

2017 ARCOLA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information, and additional activities.

All Year: Rockome Foods: Monday thru Saturday, closed on Sunday.
All in one building: cheese factory, bakery, candy kitchen, deli, bulk foods,
ice cream, sandwiches. 125 N. CR 425 E, Arcola, IL  217-268-4107.
March 3 & 4: Country Spirit Antique Show & Sale: Three locations:

Arcola Center, 107 W. Main St. and at Best Western PLUS, 917 Green Mill
Road (off I-57 on Rt. 133 east of the interstate.) and Arcola Masonic Lodge,

Arcola: Continued From Page 23

Continued On Page 65
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Shop Tuscola
There is no shortage of shopping 
in Tuscola! Name brands you love 
at Oulets at Tuscola and a vibrant 
artisan community downtown! 
Don’t forget to stop by Flesor’s 
Candy Kitchen for a bistro lunch 
and an old-fashioned soda!For more info visit: point2tuscola.org
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TUSCOLA: DOUGLAS/MOULTRIE COUNTIES

Tuscola is a community large enough to
offer world-class golf, eclectic artisan
collectives, antique treasures and fabu-

lous name brand shopping, yet maintain a warm,
small town charm amid its quaint, rural setting.
Tuscola’s centralized location in the heart of the
Midwest makes the town the hub of a diverse
array of offerings — whether here to spend a day
or a year, a season or a lifetime. The community

is ready to provide visitors with all the resources
available to make time spent in Tuscola a suc-
cess — and that’s exactly the point.

Location
Conveniently located along Interstate 57 at

Exit 212 and at the intersection of U.S. routes 36
and 45.

Shop
Nestled in Amish Country of Illinois is a shop-

ping destination you won’t want to miss. Outlets
at Tuscola features more than 40 leading de-
signer and factory store brands offering unbeat-
able value, conveniently located. Outlets at
Tuscola is a one-of-a-kind outlet shopping expe-
rience, with an ideal mix of brands and unbeat-
able savings.

Outlets at Tuscola features a popular collec-
tion of retail partners to make it a truly distinct
destination, where savvy shoppers go for smart
deals that work for their budget. As the only out-
let center in the Champaign-Urbana region, Out-
lets at Tuscola is Central Illinois’ best destination
for great style and even greater values.

Engage
Tuscola’s quaint downtown includes several

specialty shops, Winterberry and the stylish
Kelsey Furniture. Downtown Tuscola has no
shortage of local artisans. Vintage Karma offers
handmade goods, funky antiques, and unique
jewelry.

Golf
Play a few rounds at Ironhorse

Golf Club. An 18-hole, links style
championship course, it’s rated 4.5
out of 5 stars by Golf Digestmaga-
zine. Ironhorse provides a chal-
lenge to the low handicapper and a
fun, playable golf course for the
high handicapper.

Eat
For many, stepping into Flesor’s

Candy Kitchen is like stepping
back in time. The building is
adorned with beautiful tin ceilings
and the original soda fountain. And
don’t forget to save room for
dessert to be able to try the world-
famous chocolate at Flesor’s Candy
Kitchen.
Looking for a homemade hearty

lunch? Be sure to check out The
Pantry in Tuscola. It specializes in
handcrafted sandwiches and soups.
Visitors will also find gourmet cof-
fee, homemade desserts, pastries

and other treats on the menu. Other items include
organic foods, candies, jellies, chocolates, bak-
ing ingredients and more. In addition to the cafe,́
a bulk food and dry goods section is offered.

Stay
Not only does Tuscola have small town

charm, it also offers all the modern amenities.

Tuscola: Eat, Shop, Play And Stay

Festival Plaza is located in downtown Tuscola.
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Stay at one of the several reliable chain hotels,
including the Baymont Inn, Holiday Inn Express
and Super 8, located in town.

Contact Information:
Tuscola Tourism, 

214 N. Main Street, Tuscola, IL 61953.
Phone: 217-253-2112, toll free: 800-441-9111.

Email: tourism@tuscola.org.
Website: www.point2tuscola.org.

2017 Tuscola Calendar of Events
Dates subject to change. For more information,

visit www.point2tuscola.org/calendar.

March 3, 4: Rural Life Antique Show. From 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. Douglas County Museum and
Tuscola Community building. For more infor-
mation, visit www.rurallifeantiqueshow.com.
March 18: Spring Flea Market. Tuscola

Community Building.

March 25: Miss Tuscola Pageant. Tuscola
High School at 6 p.m.
March 29: Rotary Auction. Iron Horse Golf

Course.
March 31: Kiwanis Fish Frye. Forty Martyrs

Church Hall.
April 8: Kiwanis Easter Egg Hunt. Ervin Park

at 9 a.m.
April 22, 23: Spring City- Wide Garage Sale.

See the Tuscola Journal for full map.
May 26-29: Memorial Day Weekend Sale.

Outlets at Tuscola.
June-August: The Tuscola Public Library

hosts outdoor movies one evening a month in the
summer. For dates, visit www.point2tuscola.org.
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The county courthouse houses the Douglas County Civil War display.

• 82 Deluxe Rooms
• King Bed or 2 Queen
Bed Rooms

• Free Local Phone Calls
• Free Cookies/Coffee
• Free Cable TV-
HBO, CNN, 
ESPN, Disney &
Nickelodeon

• Free Deluxe Hot
Breakfast Buffet

• Free Parking
• Free USA Today 
Del ivered To Rooms

• Heated Indoor Pool/
Hot Tub

• Just Minutes To Area
Attractions
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• FREE WIRELESS INTERNET SERVICE

www.baymontinns.com

1006 Southline Drive, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone: 217-253-3500

58 Completely Remodeled Rooms

Indoor Pool & Whirlpool

Fitness Center

In-Room Safes

In-Room Coffee Makers

2 Luxurious Whirlpool Suites

Free High Speed Internet

Business Center In Lobby With Free High Speed Internet

Refrigerator & Microwave In All Rooms

COUPON

Must present coupon upon check-in. No other discounts apply.
Coupon not valid on weekends. Coupon Expires Dec. 31, 2017

Complimentary  Continental Breakfast With Hot Waffles

Super 8 
1007 E. Southline Rd

Tuscola, IL 61953
• Newly Renovated Rooms

• Free High-Speed Internet

• 64 Clean Comfortable Rooms

• Free Super Start Breakfast

• Free Local & Long Distance Phone Calls

• Free Cable TV with HBO, CNN, ESPN

• King, Queen, Double Beds

• Business Center In Lobby

• Restaurant Next Door

Truck Parking on Premises

Microwave & Refrigerator in All Rooms

For 
Reservations

Call: 
217-253-5488

or 
1-800-800-8000
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June 10: Relay for Life of Douglas County. Tuscola High School from
noon to midnight.
June 3:Wheels Car Club Car Show. Downtown Tuscola from 4 to 9 p.m.
June 3: Erin Hettinger- Lindelof Annual 5K Run/ Walk. Ervin Park at

8 a.m.
July 3-5: Fourth of July Weekend Sale. Outlets at Tuscola.
July 8: Sparks in the Park Celebration. Tuscola’s 4th of July event in

Ervin Park.
August 12: A Pacey for

Petey. Tuscola High School.
September 1-4: Labor Day

Weekend Sale. Outlets at Tus-
cola.
September 15, 16: Fall

City- Wide Garage Sale Week-
end. See the Tuscola Journal
for a full map.
October 21: Fall Flea Mar-

ket. Tuscola Community
Building from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
October 23-31: Pumpkins

in the Park. Tuscola Odd Fel-
lows create a pumpkin display
of over 500 carved pumpkins in downtown Tuscola.
November 10, 11: Rural Life Antique Show. Douglas County Museum

and Community Building. For more information, visit: www.rurallifean-
tiqueshow.com.
November 26-29: After Thanksgiving Sale. Outlets at Tuscola.
December 1, 2: Tuscola’s Annual Christmastown Celebration. For

more information, visit www.point2tuscola.org.
December 2: Breakfast with Santa. Douglas County Museum from 8

to 11 a.m.

ATWOOD: DOUGLAS/MOULTRIE

Named for the heavily wooded area surrounding a railroad line 27
miles east of Decatur, IL, Atwood’s history dates to 1873, when it
served as a stop for steam train engineers who loaded the trains

with water from Lake Fork River. The engineers spoke often of stopping
“at-the-woods.” A small community began blossoming on both sides of the
tracks. In search of a name for their new hometown, settlers chose Atwood. 
Since the village’s humble beginning, Atwood has grown considerably.

Today, 1,400 Illinoisans call the land located in both Piatt and Douglas
counties along Route 36 their home. Those residents cherish the same
wonderful ambiance of a Midwestern country town that brings visitors to
Atwood each year. A line that runs through the heart of Atwood on Main
Street serves as a boundary marker for the residents of the small farming
community. Those living to the west are Piatt County residents, and those
to the east of the marker comprise part of Douglas County’s population.  
A history lesson is offered at the Harris Agricultural Museum, where

visitors can learn about the history of agriculture and relive the past while
observing the museum’s many exhibits. Atwood’s businesses offer shop-
pers such items as antiques, furniture and dining. Mark calendars for Au-
gust 18 and 19, the dates of the community’s 24th Annual Apple
Dumpling Festival. Along with crafts, food, a large parade, a car show
and various contests, festival attendees can bite into homemade apple
dumplings that come garnished with homemade ice cream. 
Other community events include Atwood’s 88-year-old annual Hal-

loween parade, the All-Around-Town Garage Sale weekends, and break-
fast with Santa. For more information about the charming Village of
Atwood, visit www.atwoodchamber.org or follow the Atwood Chamber
of Commerce Facebook page.

2017 Atwood Calendar of Events
Dates of events are subject to change. Please call ahead for 

specific information and additional activities.

April 15: Breakfast with the Easter Bunny & Annual Easter Egg Hunt. 
May 12, 13: All-Around-Town Garage Sales. 
August 18, 19: 24th Annual Apple Dumpling Festival.
September 15, 16: All-Around-Town Garage Sales.
October 28: Halloween Festival & 88th Annual Halloween Parade.
December 9: Breakfast with Santa.

Soda fountain at 
Flesor’s Candy Kitchen.

Atwood: 
Shopping, Festivals
In Country Setting

HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
SUNDAY:  12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

101 E.
Southline Rd. 

(Route 36 
& Main Street)

Tuscola, IL
61953  

(217) 
253-9150
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Lake Shelbyville and its communities offer great recreation, attrac-
tions, events, and accommodations for a day or for a vacation.
Shelby County plays host to the southern two-thirds of Lake Shel-

byville and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Interpretive Center and of-
fices. Lake Shelbyville was developed by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers in the 1960s and offers many opportunities for visitors.

Lake Shelbyville is known for great fishing and hunting. There are hun-
dreds of miles of shoreline, secluded coves and more than 11,000 acres of
water to enjoy. For hunters and naturalists, three designated wildlife man-
agement areas, totaling more than 6,800 acres, are located at the lake’s
shores. There are five federal and two state parks with camping and boat
launches as well as equestrian campsites. Four public beaches, three camp-
ground beaches, plus numerous recreation areas offer picnic areas, pavil-
ions, as well as playgrounds. There are also more than 60 miles of trails
for hiking and biking enthusiasts to enjoy.  
Shelbyville’s Forest Park includes an aquatic center that offers some-

thing for everyone in the family, such as a zero-depth entry pool, diving
boards, slides, concession stand and sandbox area. The park also offers
picnic areas, pavilions, baseball and softball diamonds, a soccer field, ath-
letic center, sunken garden, fishing lagoon and entrance into the General
Dacey trail.
The park also features the Chautauqua Auditorium, which is the largest

of its kind in the United States. Five Looking for Lincoln Wayside Ex-
hibits tell the story of Abraham Lincoln’s time in Shelbyville. One exhibit
honors the “forgotten debate” between Lincoln and Anthony Thornton,
and is graced by statues designed by John McClarey.
Also, in Shelby County, the village of Findlay is known as “The Heart

of Lake Shelbyville.” The village of Moweaqua is home to the Coal Mine
Museum, which houses many artifacts from the area’s 1932 Christmas
Eve coal mine disaster, and a Looking for Lincoln Wayside Exhibit is dis-
played on Main Street.
The village of Cowden has one of five covered bridges in the state, and

hosts a rodeo as part of Cowden Pioneer Days annually in the village park.
The village of Windsor recently celebrated its sesquicentennial and is host
to the longest running festival in Illinois, the Windsor Harvest Picnic,
going strong for 121 years. Strasburg is known for its adorable garden
gnomes and is host to a Looking for Lincoln Wayside Exhibit. Steward-
son delights with its “Hoofin’ to the Cow” 5K (cow attire welcomed but
not mandatory), and Lions Club Celebration.

Three Shelby County communities have received Governor’s Home-
town Awards — Stewardson, Strasburg and Shelbyville. Shelby County’s
three wineries provide an enjoyable experience. The communities of
Shelby County offer plenty of family friendly and affordable events and
attractions, perfect for a getaway.
Visit www.lakeshelbyville.com or call 800-874-3529 for updated event

listings, attractions and accommodations.  

2017 Shelby County/Lake Shelbyville Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities.

June 1-4:Moweaqua Pow Wow Days. Moweaqua City Park.
July 2-4: Herrick Lions Club Celebration. Tom Davis Park.
July 4: Fireworks. Dam West Recreation Area.
July 23-25: Shelby County 4H and Junior Fair. Fairgrounds.
July 28, 29: Findlay Walleye Festival. Downtown Findlay.
August 5: Aquafest Water Safety Carnival. Dam West Recreation Area.
August 17-19:Windsor Harvest Picnic.Windsor City Park.
August 25-27: Cowden Pioneer Days. Cowden City Park.
September 9: Village Hog Roast & Gnome Fest. Strasburg.
October 6-8: Scarecrow Daze. Downtown Shelbyville.
October 6-8: Touchstone Energy Balloon Fest. Lake Shelbyville and

County Airport
November 17-December 31: Shelbyville Festival of Lights. Forest Park.

Lake Shelbyville: Myriad Of Outdoor Activities, 
Festivals, Museums, Lincoln Sites For Visitors To Enjoy

LAKE SHELBYVILLE
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Hot air balloons take flight over Lake Shelbyville.
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Sullivan is the quintessential small
town in central Illinois. All the
good things about that designation

are happening every day on every street
in this rural community. You can safely
expect great local dining, a pastoral at-
mosphere and quaint retail establishments.
Sullivan also has several surprises lurking
throughout the community.
The Little Theatre on the Square stands

prominently in the downtown just across
from the copper-domed courthouse. The
Theatre will celebrate 60 years of profes-
sional theater in central Illinois. The sum-
mer line-up includes: Beauty and the
Beast, Thoroughly Modern Millie, Smokey
Joe’s Cafe� , Joseph and the Amazing Tech-
nicolor Dreamcoat, Mamma Mia and Steel
Magnolias. Theatre for Young Audiences
productions will include: Fancy Nancy:
The Musical, The Lion King, Jr. and Curi-
ous George: The Golden Meatball.
Sullivan boasts several unique retail

experiences. Gypsy Soul Revival spe-
cializes in boutique fashion and vintage
upcycled goods and clothing. Cheeky
scents and quirky gift items can be found at Astoria Company Store. The
newest store in the downtown line-up is Reverie & Rule: a gorgeous gift
and paper shop complete with gift-wrapping services. The Briarwood has
been a staple in Sullivan for over a decade, where shoppers can find prim-
itive de�cor and hand-crafted pine furniture. Simpler Thymes hosts multi-
ple antique vendors with beautiful displays in their two-story building.
Visitors can wrap up their retail experience at Catherine’s Gallery, Gifts
& More before heading next door for a beverage at 5 West Coffee & Wine
Lounge. Shoppers can satisfy their sweet tooths at The Traditional Sulli-
van Bakery with different treats available every business day, Tuesday
through Saturday.
For outdoor activities, visit Buxton’s Garden Farm, which always has

a variety of produce, gifts and cut flowers, as well as pumpkins and Christ-
mas trees in season. Visitors can stop by Okaw Valley Orchard to pick

their own apples and peaches in season or sample apple doughnuts and
slushies in the gift shop. Sullivan Marina & Campground, as well as Sul-
livan Beach and Bo Wood Access Area, are just a mile south of town with
outdoor recreation for everyone.
For updated information, a complete business listing, and a compre-

hensive list of events, visit www.sullivanchamber.com and like us on Face-
book/SullyChamber.

2017 Sullivan Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities.

June 7-18: The Little Theatre On The Square Presents “Beauty and
the Beast.” Based on the Academy Award winning animated feature, this
classic story tells of Belle, a young woman and the Beast, who is really a
young prince trapped under the spell of an enchantress. If the Beast can
learn to love and be loved, the curse will end and he will be transformed
into his former self. But time is running out. If the Beast does not learn his
lesson soon, he and his household will be doomed for all eternity.
June 21-July 2: The Little Theatre On The Square Presents “Thor-

oughly Modern Millie.”A tap dancing extravaganza that takes you back
to the height of the Jazz Age in New York City, when “moderns,” in-
cluding a flapper named Millie Dillmount, were bobbing their hair, rais-
ing their hemlines, entering the workforce and rewriting the rules of
love. This high-spirited musical romp is a delightful valentine to the
long-standing spirit of New York City and the people who seek to dis-
cover themselves there.
July 4: Independence Day Events all day. Start with July 4th parade at

noon — then to the park for watermelon eating contests, sack races, turtle
races fun for the entire family. After all of that, head over to the carnival and
grab lunch from food vendors or take a ride. Grab a picnic in the park and
hang out until dusk for the Sullivan American Legion fireworks display.

Sullivan: Dine, Shop, Attend Theater 
Productions In Pastoral Setting

SULLIVAN: DOUGLAS/MOULTRIE COUNTIES
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July 5-16: The Little Theatre On
The Square Presents “Smokey Joe’s
Cafe� .” The songs of legendary hit-
makers Mike Stoller and Jerry
Leiber come to life in the rock
and roll musical revue, “Smokey
Joe’s Cafe.” Packed with memo-
rable tunes like, “Hound Dog,”
“Love Potion #9,” “On Broad-
way” and “Stand By Me,” it is the
longest-running revue in Broad-
way history.
July 19-30: The Little Theatre

On The Square Presents “Joseph
and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat.” An irresistible fam-
ily musical about the trials and tri-
umphs of Joseph, Israel’s favorite
son. This show is a re-imagining
of the biblical story of Joseph, his 11 brothers and the coat of many
colors. The magical musical is full of unforgettable songs, including “Go
Go Go Joseph,” “Any Dream Will Do” and “Close Every Door.”
August 2-20: The Little Theatre On The Square Presents “Mamma

Mia.” On the eve of her wedding, a daughter’s quest to discover the
identity of her father brings three men from her mother’s past back
to the Greek island they last visited 20 years ago. The storytelling
magic of ABBA’s timeless songs propels this enchanting tale of love,
laughter and friendship, creating an unforgettable show. You will fall
in love with the characters, the story and the music that make
“Mamma Mia!” the ultimate feel-good show.
August 23-September 3: The Little Theatre On The Square Pres-

ents “Steel Magnolias.”A com-
edy–drama about the bond
among a group of Southern
women in northwest Louisiana.
Set in Truvy’s beauty salon,
where all the ladies who are
“anybody” come to have their
hair done, “Steel Magnolias” is
alternately hilarious and touch-
ing and deeply revealing of the
strength of each of the women
as they deal with life and friend-
ship.
October 20, 21: Oktoberfest

2017. Family fun, free concerts,
food vendors, inflatables, beer
tent, wine tasting and more.
October 31: Sullivan Cham-

ber & Economic Development
Safe Trick or Treat, from 4 to 6 p.m., followed by Ambucs Holloween
Costume Contest Parade at 6:30 p.m. on the square in downtown
Sullivan.
November 10-12: Christmas Open Houses. Visit all the local busi-

nesses for some Christmas cheer. 
November 25: Small Business Saturday celebration.
December 2: Hometown Holiday Parade at noon.
December 8: Old Fashioned Christmas in downtown Sullivan. Join

for Christmas fun, reindeer, visits with Santa, horse drawn carriage
rides, caroling and more. The local shops will be open late for this
event. No matter if you are starting your shopping or finishing up, this
event is sure to please.

Call 217-728-7375 to order tickets or online at thelittletheatre.org

Summer 2017

For Tickets 217-728-7375 or www.thelittletheatre.org 

THE LITTLE THEATRE ON THE SQUARE

June 7-18

Aug. 2-20

July 5-16

SullivanSullivanSullivan

For Tickets 217-728-7375 or www.thelittletheatre.org 

LITTLE THEATRE. BIG TALENT.

June 21-July 2

July 19-30
Aug. 23-Sept. 3

June 
9, 10, 13, 15 - 17

July 
7, 8, 11, 13 - 15

August 
4, 5, 8, 10 - 12

Prices, Special Offers Expire Dec. 31, 2017

The Moultrie County Courthouse, 
centerpiece of Sullivan’s historic square.
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Bloomington: Home Of The
American Passion Play

The American Passion Play takes you to Palestine, 30 A.D. You'll travel with Christ,
seeing the world as He saw it. You'll follow His ministry and life from the Sermon on
the Mount to the Resurrection and Ascension. You'll hear His words, as vital to you
now as they were to the people of his time.

The American Passion Play, unlike other pas-
sion plays, dramatizes Jesus' entire ministry, rather
than just the events from the Passion Week on-
ward. His teachings on faith, love, justice and
righteousness are still our best hope for solving
today's complex problems. The message of his
three-year ministry has a larger meaning for our
daily lives than do the emotions of Passion Week
alone. The play is historically accurate.  The set-
tings and costumes re-create the first century
Galilee. The text is taken from the King James

Version of the Bible, and the performers bring this magnificent language to life.
This year, 2017, is the 94th season. The American Passion Play of Bloomington,

Illinois was conceived by Delmar D. Darrah to show the life and ministry of Christ
as a vital, living force.  Although this is one of the oldest continuously performed
Passion Plays in the United States, it is not a static drama. The production has
changed to reflect modern historical knowledge of the era but has remained true to
the teachings of Jesus.
The actors are non-professionals with a spiritual dedication to their parts and

to the American Passion Play. As performers, they share in a community of faith
with the audience and give testimony to the contemporary power of Christ's teach-
ings. The renovated Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts (formerly the
Scottish Rite Temple) is the home of the American Passion Play.

American Passion Play

2018 PERFORMANCE DATES:
Saturday, March 17 Saturday, March 24

Celebrating 
Its 95th

Anniversary 
In 2018

All performances start at 1 p.m.     Visa/Mastercard

call for details: 800-354-9640
309-829-3903    Fax: 309-828-5557

American Passion Play
600 N. East Street  P.O. Box 3354  Bloomington, IL 61702-3354

www.americanpassionplay.org

For 2017 Performances,

Sunday, March 25 Saturday, March 31

Saturday, April 7

BLOOMINGTON: MCLEANCO.

Come enjoy the fall colors 
of autumn in Pike County, 

Illinois and discover our rich 
Abe Lincoln and Civil War 

era heritage. Activities and events are planned in more than 
20 Pike County communities during the weekend. 

COLOR DRIVE
October 21-22

Pike County Color Drive
Call Peggy Hill At 217-491-2208

For a list of available lodging, please visit www.pikeil.org

29th Annual Pike County Illinois

 CRAFTS
 FAMILY ACTIVITIES
 HISTORICAL DEMOS
 FOOD & FARM PRODUCE

Pike County's 
Annual Color Drive

The 29th Annual Pike County Color Drive is set for October 21 and
22. Visitors are invited to enjoy the beautiful colors of autumn in Pike
County, IL. Other attractions include crafts, historical demos, family
activities and food and farm produce. The county is also rich in Civil
War and Abraham Lincoln heritage. Activities and events are planned
in more than 20 Pike County communities during the weekend. For
more information, contact 217-491-2208 or visit www.pikeil.org.

PIKE COUNTY
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The Village of Bement, situated in
the heart of Illinois between
Champaign and Decatur, owes

its birth to the steel plow and the spread
of railroading in the Midwest. The John
Deere plow allowed farmers to churn
the fertile soil near Bement at a time
when tall prairie grasses hampered tra-
ditional tilling.
On Christmas Day, 1853, three men on

horseback, L.B. Wing, Joseph Bodman
and Henry Little, rode through the area.
Inspired by what they saw, the three re-
turned in 1854 to purchase as much land
as they could afford, paying $1.25 an acre.
The gentlemen worked closely with rep-
resentatives of the Great Western Railroad to bring a railway linking
Danville, IL, with Quincy, IL, through their land.
In 1855 the site was surveyed, and a deed for the land was signed. Ed-

ward Bement, of New York City and secretary of the Great Western Rail-
road, offered to donate a bell to the first church built in the area if the
villagers agreed to choose “Bement” as its name. Mr. Bement fell ill and
died before he could follow through with his offer. One hundred years
later, however, in 1955, during the town’s centennial celebration, the
Wabash Railroad, which inherited the lines of the Great Western Railroad,
presented the Village of Bement with a bell from a retired locomotive. The
bell is displayed in the foyer of the Bement Township Library.
Veterans Memorial Park is located near the center of town. In the park

are state-of-the-art play equipment, a pavilion for band concerts, picnic ta-
bles and a memorial dedicated to area veterans.
Directly south of the park are two houses. The first is the home of Fran-

cis E. Bryant, built in 1880, and the other is the single-story structure built
for Bryant and his family upon their 1856 arrival in Bement. Although the
1880 structure, known as the Bryant House, remains a private residence,
the owner invites people inside for a visit, when convenient.
The 1856 structure is now called the Bryant Cottage State Historic Site.

This home has been preserved to commemorate a meeting between Abra-
ham Lincoln and U.S. Senator Stephen A. Douglas. Although no debate
took place in Bement, the details for the Lincoln-Douglas Debates were
agreed to in the parlor of this modest, yet comfortable structure. A tour of-
fers a glimpse of mid-19th century life.
Looking for Lincoln? Don’t miss the Path of Information, located on

the grounds of the historic site. Be sure to collect a rubbing from each Lin-
coln storyboard along the trail — bring pencil and paper.
Another famous American icon visited Bement 62 years ago, and that

is Marilyn Monroe. Bement native Carleton Smith met Monroe when he
was president of the National Arts Foundation in New York City. He urged
her to travel to Bement to become a part of the Village’s Centennial Cel-
ebration in 1955, which was put on by Smith and the Bement Centennial
Committee. During the celebration, American icon and Lincoln biogra-
pher, the late Carl Sandburg, also visited Bement.

2017 Bement Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. For specific details 

and additional activities, email bementchamber@bement.com.

April 8-15: Easter Egg Lane.Annual event to welcome spring. Exhibit
reaches along the boundaries of Route 105, north and south. Featured ex-

hibit is located on the lawn of the Bryant
Cottage State Historic Site. For more in-
formation, call 217-678-8184.
April 15: Annual Easter Egg Hunt. Be-

ment Health Care Center at 9 a.m.
June-July: Sunday Band Concerts.

Veterans Memorial Park.
June 10: 10th Annual Old Glory Festi-

val. Food, entertainment, kid games, shop-
ping, vendors and more. For more
information, email bementchamber@be-
ment.com or visit www.bement.com.
July 4: Freedom Celebration. For more

information, call 217-620-7687.
July 9: Heritage Sunday. Bryant Cot-

tage State Historic Site. For more infor-
mation, call 217-678-8184.
September 8, 9: Bement High School Homecoming. For more infor-

mation, call 217-678-4200.
December 9: Christmas in Bement. For more information, call 217-

781-3556 or email bementchamber@bement.com.
December 9: Bryant Cottage Holiday Open House from 5 to 7 p.m.

Past events have featured period music and horse-drawn carriage rides.
For more information, call 217-678-8184.

Bement: Get A Glimpse Of Mid-19th Century Life,
Visit Lincoln Sites

BEMENT: PIATT COUNTY

B E M E N T
A G O O D  P L A C E  T O  C A L L  H O M E

Visit Us Soon! Log on to www.bement.com or 
call 217-678-8184 for more information.

� � �

April 8-15 Easter Egg Lane – 217-678-8184

April 15 Annual Easter Egg Hunt – Bement Health Care Center

June-July Sunday Band Concerts – Veterans Memorial Park

June 10 10th Annual Old Glory Festival 
Email bementchamber@bement.com or visit www.bement.com

July 4 Freedom Celebration – 217-620-7687

July 9 Heritage Sunday – 217-678-8184

Sept. 8, 9 Bement High School Homecoming – 217-678-4200

Dec 9 Christmas in Bement – 217-781-3556

Dec 9 Bryant Cottage Holiday Open House – 217-678-8184

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - BEMENT - 2017

FOLLOW THE PATH OF INFORMATION ON THE
GROUNDS OF BRYANT COTTAGE HISTORIC SITE
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Bryant Cottage State Historic Site
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Monticello, the Piatt County seat,
offers a breath of fresh air with a
town square built around a refur-

bished courthouse in an area that invites
guests to slow down and relax. The down-
town was recently listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
On and off the Square, downtown Monti-

cello’s one-of-a-kind shops, galleries and
restaurants provide a diverse array of things
to do and see. Don’t miss Skinner’s Coach-
house Antiques for its selection of antiques and collectibles. Visitors also
will want to stop at Out Of The Blue for the largest selection of Polish pot-
tery and gifts and enjoy its new location.
Monticello was recently named a “Looking for Lincoln” community,

and a Lincoln storyboard telling part of the Lincoln Monticello story is
located in the downtown Rotary Park. In addition to the storyboard in Ro-
tary Park, there are now two other storyboards; one at the downtown
Wabash Depot and one at the Railway Museum.
The unique charm of nearby Allerton Park, an extensively landscaped

park mixed with ornaments, fine art and a manor house modeled after Ham
House in England, provides visitors with a grand tourist destination. The
park was donated to the University of Illinois for public use in 1946 by
Robert Allerton, the son of a well-established banker and livestock baron.
The park is open to the public daily until sunset. The new bridge on the

south side of the park opened in the fall of 2012 and is a super entrance to the
park. Formal gardens and more than 100 sculptures are located near the man-

sion. Allerton House is used as a retreat cen-
ter and is the perfect place for a wedding or
conference. The main facade of the 40-room
Georgian mansion overlooks a reflecting pool
and meadow. The native forest, a 50-acre re-
stored prairie, Lost Garden (a wilderness gar-
den) and 1,500 acres of woodland following
the Sangamon River with numerous hiking
trails make the park a great attraction.
The Allerton forest supports an extensive

animal population. Bird species unusual to
the area can be seen in the forest, and the migratory bird population is im-
pressive in the spring and fall. Allerton Park and Retreat Center is one of the
“7 Wonders of Illinois.”
The Monticello Railway Museum, an all-volunteer, not-for-profit organ-

ization, is another highly popular tourist attraction. The museum is located
just north of Monticello at Exit 166 off Interstate 72. Since the museum’s
founding in 1966, one of its goals has been to preserve and restore the na-
tion’s railroad heritage, with a focus on the Midwest. 
Of course, the highlight of a visit to the museum is a train ride. Passen-

gers may board the train at either the restored Illinois Central Depot at the
museum grounds or the historic Wabash Depot in downtown Monticello for
a round trip train ride. The museum is open weekends, May through Octo-
ber. For more information, visit www.mrym.org. 
Railroad history runs deep in the area. In 1880, the Wabash, St. Louis & Pa-

cific Railroad purchased the Chicago & Paducah Railroad, which was the
north-south line through Monticello. Later in the decade, Jay Gould, known as

Monticello: Museums, Parks, One-Of-A-Kind Shops Beckon

MONTICELLO: PIATT COUNTY

Come see all that Monticello, IL has to offer. 
Great shopping, restaurants, a Railway Museum, and beautiful  
historic districts, in addition to the wonders of Allerton Park.   
It’s more than you imagined.

Monticello Chamber of Commerce  |  800.952.3396   |  www.monticellotourism.org

MONTICELLO
experience

the railway museum

allerton park and 
retreat center

shopping and dining

The Monticello Railway Museum
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the famous “Robber Baron,” purchased the line. Gould lost control of the
Wabash in the late 1880s, and the subsequent owners found much financial suc-
cess. A new station was planned for Monticello and built in 1899. That depot
was moved to museum property in the late 1980s. Eventually, the depot was re-
stored and still stands today as a testament to a bygone era in railroading.
Along with Allerton Park, the community features Nick’s Community Play-

ground near the downtown area, and Lodge Park, which is a 500-acre park north
of Monticello. Lodge Park offers camping, hiking and biking and serves as the
site of the annual Independence Day celebration on July 3.
Monticello has the added distinction of having two of its residential areas

listed on the National Register of Historic Places. North State Street and South
Charter Street each feature homes with a wide array of architectural styles.
The downtown area, Courthouse Square, has also been listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. These designations were received after much work
by Monticello’s Preservation Commission. The office of the Monticello Cham-
ber of Commerce, located in the Old Wabash Depot, has guides available for
those interested in walking tours. For more information, call 800-952-3396 or
visit www.monticelloillinois.net or www.MonticelloTourism.org.  

2017 Monticello Calendar of Events 
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities.

March 11: Chicago Improv.Monticello Theater Association.
March 31: Trail Glo 5k. Allerton Park.
April 1: Allerton Half Marathon. Allerton Park.
May 5:Whites of Spring.
May 5: Business Expo.
May 6: Kirby Derby.
May 6: Annual Plant Sale.Allerton Park.
May 6, 7:Weekend Train Rides. Train Station.

May 6, 7: “Dial M for Murder.”Monticello Theater Association.
May 12: Open Barrel Racing Show. Piatt County Trailblazers.
May 12-14: “Dial M for Murder.”Monticello Theater Association.
May 13: Jr. High Rodeo Meet & Greet. Piatt County Trailblazers.
May 13, 14: Illinois Jr. High State Finals. Piatt County Trailblazers.
May 13, 14:Mother’s Day Weekend. Train Station.
May 20: Illinois Barrel Racing Speed Show. Piatt County Trailblazers.
May 21: Garden Party.Allerton Park.
May 29:Monticello Family Aquatic Center opens.
June 3: Open House / Movie. Eli Field.
June 9: Open Barrel Racing. Piatt County Trailblazers.
June 10: Courthouse Rocks / Movie.
June 10, 11: Illinois Jr. Rodeo Assoc. Rodeo. Piatt Co. Trailblazers.

Ride Vintage Trains
Every Saturday & Sunday - May through October

Enjoy a train ride 
through gently rolling 

Illinois countryside.

Charter our Business or 
Dining Cars for Your Group 

or Complete Meals.

  I-72  . 166

 IL  (877) 762-9011

    .  

      

Preserving R.R. History
For Over 50 Years

Continued On Page 82
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CHARLESTON: COLES COUNTY

Rich in Lincoln history and full of family fun, Charleston is a great getaway destination all year long. Whether visiting for pleasure or business,
the city’s atmosphere is a perfect blend of historic past, modern culture, and progressive growth. Lincoln history is part of Charleston’s charm.

Charleston was established as the Coles County seat in the 1830s. The community grew with the arrival of the railroad system. In 1858, candidates
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas held one of their seven debates in Charleston. In 2000, to commemorate this historic event, the community
of Charleston completed the Lincoln Douglas Debate Museum at the Coles County Fairgrounds.
On the beautifully landscaped grounds of the Debate Museum, visitors can pose for a photo with

the life-sized bronze sculptures of the candidates, watch a film that tells the story of the Charleston
debate, explore interactive displays, and even try on Lincoln’s boots and hat.
Charleston is home to Eastern Illinois University, which was founded in 1895 as a teachers col-

lege. Today, the university’s campus boasts stunning architecture, beautiful landscaping, and ex-
cellent collegiate sports and fine arts performances.
The Doudna Fine Arts Center is Eastern Illinois University’s architectural landmark. Designed by

the internationally famous architect Antoine Predock, the renovated and greatly expanded facility
boasts several public arts venues: The Theatre, which seats 300; the Black Box studio theater, seat-
ing 150; the 600-seat Dvorak Concert Hall; the 180-seat Recital Hall; the 150-seat Lecture Hall; and
several corridor art galleries. The Doudna Fine Arts Center houses EIU’s departments of Art, Music
and Theatre Arts. For more information, visit www.eiu.edu/doudna.

Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site
Lincoln Log Cabin, operated by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, preserves the last home

of Abraham Lincoln’s father and stepmother, Thomas and Sarah Bush Lincoln. Although Abraham
Lincoln was a resident of Springfield by the time his father, Thomas, purchased this last farm in
1837, he remained in frequent contact with his father and extended family in Coles County. The

site includes an ac-
curate reproduction
of the Lincolns’
two-room cabin that
was constructed on
the original cabin
site in 1935 as a
CCC (Civilian Con-
servation Corps) project.
As an up-and-coming lawyer, Lincoln traveled the eighth judicial cir-

cuit, which brought him through Coles County regularly in the 1840s.
During his stay, Lincoln, always concerned for the welfare of his par-
ents, would often make the eight-mile trip south of Charleston for a visit.
According to relatives, he regularly came bearing gifts including cash
and notes due him for his legal services in Coles County. One such gift
was Abraham Lincoln’s purchase of 40 acres of his father’s farm, which
he promptly deeded back to Thomas Lincoln for a life tenancy.
A working, living history farmstead has been developed around the

Charleston: Modern Culture Steeped In History
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Mr. Lincoln often makes appearances 
in the Charleston area.
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cabin. The centerpiece of the site is the reconstructed Lincoln farm where
daily, between May and October, interpreters go about performing the
multitude of tasks involved in maintaining a mid-19th-century farm. The
interpreters represent Lincoln’s extended family and offer many insights
on the man they know not as president but as a son, a brother, a cousin, and
a favored uncle. A second farmstead, the Stephen Sargent Farm, has been
moved to the site to help broaden visitors’ understanding of 1840s rural life
in Illinois.
In addition to experiencing an in-depth look at life in the 1840s, on se-

lect weekends throughout the year, a variety of special events showcasing
period arts, crafts, and activities take place.
One mile north of Lincoln Log Cabin is the Moore Home State His-

toric Site, scene of president-elect Lincoln’s poignant farewell to his fam-
ily, in January of 1861, before leaving to assume the presidency.
Today, Lincoln Log Cabin is an 86-acre historic site that is owned

and operated by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, Division of
Historic Sites. For more information on Lincoln Log Cabin State His-
toric Site, call 217-345-1845, follow the site on Facebook or visit
www.lincolnlogcabin.org. 

2017 Charleston Calendar of Events
Dates subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities.

April 8:Girls on the Run 5K. EIU O’Brian Stadium. A noncompetitive
5K, with a family friendly celebration afterwards. Register online at
www.girlsontheruneci.org or call 217-234-9494.
April 13: What Women Want and more. Unique Suites Hotel, 920 W.

Lincoln from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. The event focuses on promoting, encour-
aging and entertaining women. For more information, visit
www.charlestonchamber.com.
April 21-23: Celebration: A Festival of the Arts. EIU Doudna Fine Arts

Center. Blacksmithing to watercolor, accompanied by live performances
and a variety of unique food vendors. Visit www.eiu.edu/~festival.
April 21-23: Children’s Art Activities at Celebration. 7th Street (be-

tween Tarble and Doudna Fine Arts Center). Hands-on art make-and-take
activities for children. 
April 28: Area 9 Special Olympics Spring Games. EIU O’Brian Sta-

dium. For more information, contact Vanessa Duncan at
vduncan@soill.org.
April 29: Sheep to Clothing. Lincoln Log Cabin, all day. Discover how

raw wool from the Lincolns’ own sheep is turned into finished cloth for use
on the farmstead. Watch interpreters as they weave on the site’s mid-19th
century Sargent and Martin looms.
May 6: 18th Street Spring Block Party. 18th Street. Contact Home

Again Consignment at 217-345-4700.
May 6: EIU Commencement Ceremonies. EIU Lantz Arena.

May 12: Lake Land College Commencement.
May 12, 13: IHSA Girls State Badminton Tournament. EIU Lantz Arena

and SRC. For more information, visit the IHSA website.
May 13: Races For All Paces. EIU O’Brian Stadium. Half Marathon,

10K, 5K walk/run, 1 mile, Toddler Trot & Diaper Dash distances available.
For more information, visit www.sarahbush.org/races. 
May 18-20: IHSA Girls State Track Meet. EIU O’Brian Stadium. For

more information, visit the IHSA website.
May 20-October 7: 18th Street Farmers Market. 825 18th St., Satur-

days only, from 8 a.m. to noon. Fresh produce, baked goods, flowers and
homemade items (as space permits). Live music. Interested vendors or

Discover the Treasures of

Enjoy the famous architecture of “Old Main” on the EIU campus.
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musicians should contact athomeagain1@consolidated.net.
May 25-27: IHSA Boys State Track Meet. EIU O’Brian Stadium. For

more information, visit the IHSA website.
June 3: Tour de Exchange. Courthouse Square. A 10-, 25- or 40-mile

cycling race. For more information, visit www.charlestonchamber.com. 
June 7: Charleston Farmer’s Market Square. Every Wednesday until

October, from 6:30 to 10:30 a.m. throughout summer and fall. Fresh pro-
duce, baked goods and music. Call 217-345-8018 at Roc’s Blackfront.
June 8, 15, 22: Community Band Concert.Kiwanis Park Amphitheater

from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 217-345-6897.
June 29: Community Band Patriotic Concert. Kiwanis Park Am-

phitheater from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 217-345-
6897.
July 2: Red, White, and Blue Days Bingo. North pavilion, Morton

Park, Division and Lincoln Ave., from 2 to 5 p.m. For more information,
visit www.charlestonredwhiteandblue.com or call 217-345-7691 or email
at charlestonrwb@gmail.com.
July 3, 4: Red, White, and Blue Days. Morton Park, Division and Lin-

coln Ave. For more information, visit www.charlestonred -
whiteandblue.com or call 217-232-1485.
July 6: Community Band Concert. Kiwanis Park Amphitheater from

7:30 to 8:30 p.m. For more information, call 217-345-6897.
July 30-August 6: 163rd Annual Coles County Fair. Coles County

Fairgrounds. Illinois’ oldest continuous county fair. For more informa-
tion, visit www.colescountyfair.com.
August 13: 40th Annual Bluegrass Jam. Lincoln Log Cabin from 11

a.m. to 4 p.m. Bluegrass and traditional musicians from Illinois and In-
diana will converge at the site for an afternoon of jamming.
August 19: Illinois 2016 Run for the Fallen. Charleston High School

track, 920 Smith St., from 7 a.m. to 1 pm.  For more information, contact
Vivian Bales at 217-549-0117, Carolyn Cloyd at 217-234-8022 or Bill
Lair at 217-345-9580.

September TBA: Harvest Frolic Fall Celebration. From 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. both days. The Frolic 5K run and mile walk will kick off the festivi-
ties. Experience 19th century life on the farm. 

September 1: Grill on the Hill. Trojan Hill and Charleston Middle
School, Smith Drive, from 4 to 7 p.m. Block party that includes live remote
from 104.3 “The Party,” radio station.

September 15-17: EIU Family Weekend. EIU campus. For more infor-
mation, visit www.eiu.edu/union/family_weekend_schedule.php.

September 30: 18th Street Fall Festival. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For
more information, call 217-345-4700.

October 20-22: EIU Homecoming. EIU campus and Charleston com-
munity.  For more information, visit www.eiu.edu/homecoming.
October 27: Torchlight Halloween Hike, Pumpkin Carving Contest,

and Wiener Roast. Lincoln Log Cabin from 6 to 9 p.m. Enjoy Lincoln
Log Cabin in the dark. Event begins at the Visitor Center for a bonfire
and wiener roast. 

November TBA: Yuletide Tunes & Treats, Dessert Buffet, Silent Auction
& Music. Charleston Moose Lodge, 615 7th St., Call 217-348-0430.

November TBA: Band Together for Kids. Charleston VFW, 1821 20th St. 
November 17, 18: Festival of Trees. Sarah Bush Lincoln. Enjoy the glit-

ter and glitz of the holiday season with fully decorated 7-foot trees, 4-foot
tree wreaths and centerpieces, specialty items, live greenery and trees, en-
tertainment, live and silent auction, and more. 

December 2: Christmas in the Heart of Charleston. Courthouse Square
Holiday parade, carriage rides, refreshments, window displays, entertain-
ment, photos with Santa and more. For more information, visit Facebook
under “Christmas in the Heart of Charleston,” or call 217-348-0430.

December 9: Old Fashioned Christmas on the Prairie. Lincoln Log
Cabin. Get away from the bustle of holiday chores and come out to the farms
to relax. Let the kids make some crafts, enjoy hot wassail and cookies in the
Visitor Center, walk to the Lincoln Farm, smell gingerbread baking and lis-
ten to Christmas stories. 
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WINERIES

Walnut Street Winery offers fine wines, using raw materials from some of the best vineyards
in the world. Located in Rochester, IL, off of Route 29, four miles east of Springfield, the
state capital, the winery now features a full bar and video games.

“We make all our fine wines with ingredients from California, Argentina, South Africa and Italy,”
said owner Loren Shanle.
The winery offers several Shanle wines including Cabernet Sauvignon, Pinot Noir, Zinfandel, Mer-

lot, Pinot Grigio, Riesling, Chardonnay, Sau vignon Blanc, Pink Grapefruit Blush, Shiraz, Rosie Red,
Applelicious, Grandpa Grape, Just Peachy, Blackjack, Tropical Breeze, Crantastic, Razzle Daz zle
and Big Daddy Red Malbec.
Walnut Street Winery is located in an attractive old house in downtown Rochester at 309 S. Wal-

nut St. The building once housed Shanle’s insurance agency.
In the wine garden, visitors can enjoy wine in the open air, along with cocktails, beer, soda, pizza,

cheeses and salami.
The wine garden is also a unique setting for the hosting of

wedding receptions, bridal showers, class reunions, office par-
ties, Christmas parties and other group events.
The winery’s wine garden also features a bocce ball court.
“The bocce ball court is a big attraction. During warm

weather we have leagues three nights a week,” Shanle said. 
The winery is also a popular music venue, often featuring

major bands and performers.
“We feature live music each week,” Shanle said. “Our hours

are listed on our website (www.walnutstreetwinery.com).”

Walnut Street Winery: 
Fine Wines, Good Food, Music

Walnut Street Winery
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Enjoy a visit to small town life in Oak-
land, IL, located just minutes east of In-
terstate 57 between Arcola and Paris on

Route 133. Relax and unwind on the village
green, which marks the center of community ac-
tivity. Visitors will find a plethora of things to
see and do, including golfing, swimming at the
Oakland pool and camping at one of the many
campsites in the area. Drive north to visit the
scenic area surrounding Walnut Point State Park,
one of the most visited parks in Central Illinois.
At the park, visitors can enjoy fishing, camping, boating, and a snack bar
is available.  Additional camping is available at Hebron Hills Camping lo-
cated south of Oakland from May 15 to October 15. Call 217-346-3385
for additional information or a brochure.
History buffs will want to visit the Landmarks Historic Compound,

which is the location of Oakland’s first doctor’s home and office. Dr.
Rutherford’s home and office gives visitors a feel for what life was like
for a prairie doctor in the mid-1800s. Dr. Rutherford was Oakland’s con-
nection to President Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president. Dr. Rutherford
and Lincoln were on opposite sides of a court trial. For more information,
visit www.matsontrial1847.org.
Attend any one of the many other events held throughout the year.  Stop

by and visit the kick-off to spring with the Easter Egg Hunt in April or visit
the City-Wide Yard Sale held during the first Saturday in May. 
Independence Pioneer Village will be open from Memorial Day to Labor

Day, Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and by appointment. For spe-
cial events or more information, visit www.independencepioneervillage.com,
the Independence Pioneer Village’s Facebook page, or call 217-346-2016. 
Oakland hosts the Run for the Health of It on June 10, which is a 5K fun

run/walk that begins at the Oakland Swimming Pool. 
On July 1, enjoy a full day of activities at the Oakland Swimming Pool,

Miller Park and Norton Knolls Golf Course. Fireworks will be at dusk at
the Norton Knolls Golf Course.  
Join the Oakland Chamber of Commerce for the annual Jonah Fish Fry

on July 8 at the Oakland Lake Park.
Fathers and sons are invited to attend the 23rd Annual Father’s & Son’s

weekend, October 26-29, at Walnut Point State Park. This four-day event
encourages the bond between fathers and sons through outdoor adven-
tures. For more information, visit www.fathersoncamp.org. 
Plan to attend the Methodist Women’s Soup Supper and Silent Auction

on November 4 at the Oakland Methodist Church.
Santa arrives in Oakland on December 2 during Breakfast with Santa at

the Lake Crest Elementary School, All Purpose Room. 
While in Oakland, visit one or more of the local businesses, the true

heart of the community. Visitors will find everything from building sup-
plies to farm machinery, furniture, carpet, floor tile, paint and groceries. 
Those who love the outdoors and like a challenge may want to visit the

The Olde Barn Sporting Clays east of town on Route 133, to try their hand
at shooting sporting clays. Visitors will find it the best in the area.
Visit Oakland, where there is always something to see or do.

2017 Oakland Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call 217-276-2232 for 

specific information and additional activities.

April 15: Pancake Breakfast and Auction. Lake Crest Elementary
School, All Purpose Room.
April 15: Easter Egg Hunt and Chalk Art. Oakland Square.
May 6: City-Wide Yard Sale. Villages of Oakland and Hindsboro.
May 7: Little Miss, Jr. Miss & Miss Oakland Pageant. Oakland High

School Gym at 6 p.m.
Memorial Day through Labor Day: Inde-

pendence Pioneer Village open from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. For special events
or more information, call 217-346-2016.
June 10: Run for the Health of It. 5K run/walk

at Oakland Pool.
July 1: July 4th festivities at Oakland Swim-

ming Pool, Miller Park & Norton Knolls Golf
Course all day. Fireworks at Norton Knolls.
July 8: Chamber of Commerce Annual Jonah

Fish Fry Fundraiser at Oakland Lake Park from 4 to 7 p.m. 
September 10: Ice Cream Social at Helen’s Park gazebo.
September 30: The Kings IV, Anniversary Concert at 6 p.m., at the

Columbian Building, Oakland Square. Visit www.thekingsiv.com for other
scheduled events.
October 26-29: Father/Son Camp at Walnut Point State Park. For more

information, visit www.fathersoncamp.org.
October 31: Halloween Party/Costume Contest at Lake Crest Elemen-

tary School, All Purpose Room. 
November 4: Oakland United Methodist Church Annual Soup Supper

and Silent Auction,
4 to 7 p.m., located
at 13 East Washing-
ton Street. 
December 1, 2:

The Kings IV Christ-
mas Concert at the
Columbia Building
on the Square at 7
p.m. No admission
charge, but donations
appreciated.
December 2:
Annual Breakfast

with Santa at Lake
Crest Elem. School,
All Purpose Room.

  Are you looking for a place to call home?
We offer a family-friendly community 

with safe streets and small-town charm.

We offer a local swimming pool, golf course, 
K-12 school and shopping. Oakland offers 

historic sites like the Rutherford Home, 
recreation and camping at Walnut Point 

State Park, and a Memorial Library.

For details, write to:
Oakland Chamber, P.O. Box 283, Oakland, IL 61943

   

  

  

   

 

Oakland: Destination For Outdoor Enthusiasts, History Buffs

OAKLAND: COLES COUNTY

Penn Central Depot

HEBRON HILLS CAMPING
✫Fishing ✫Camping ✫Swimming
✫Relaxing ✫All sites in the shade

May 15 - October 15
✫Cabins ✫Seasonal sites

✫Full hookup sites
✫Primitive tent sites

217-346-3385
Reservations Required

14349 N. County Rd. 2350 E.
Oakland, IL 61943

James & Dawn Cooper, owners
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Mattoon: Join The Excitement With Festivals, 
Parks And Plenty Of Baseball And Bagels

MATTOON: COLES COUNTY
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Mattoon traces its history to the mid-1800s, when rail roaders con-
structed the Terre Haute and Alton Railroad. When word spread
that the Illinois Central Railroad was also planning to roll its

steam engines through the land that is now Mattoon, settlers began to ar-
rive.
Today, Mattoon continues to grow and flourish, but retains its small
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Mattoon’s downtown mural.

17Discover.FINAL_Layout 1  3/2/17  11:01 AM  Page 48



town charm. In the last decade, downtown Mattoon has experienced its
own renaissance, as the Mattoon Depot has been chosen as the home of the
Mattoon Tourism and Art Department, completing a more than 10-year
renovation of the historical structure. The depot is just one example of a
focus on downtown. Other examples are murals, streetscapes and thriving
businesses that are locating in the downtown area.
Mattoon, located just a half-mile west of Interstate 57, is home to more

than 20,000 citizens who enjoy an abundance of recreational opportunities.
Seven parks serve the community by offering lighted tennis courts, a large
outdoor swimming pool, playgrounds and picnic areas. For lovers of other
outdoor activities, Mattoon’s two lakes, Lake Paradise and Lake Mattoon,
provide many forms of recreation, including fishing, boating, water skiing,
sailing and camping.
Mattoon is famed for its baseball. Nearly 2,000 baseball and softball

enthusiasts participate in leagues in Mattoon, making it the self-pro-
claimed “Baseball Capital of the World.” In 2002, the city hosted the in-
augural Cal Ripken World Series, a youth baseball tournament established
by the great former Baltimore Orioles shortstop. The tournament featured
visits by Ripken and many other well-known athletes, while teams from
across the globe competed for the championship. Mattoon hosts thousands
of youth athletes each year, not only for baseball, but also softball, soccer,
basketball, football and more.
Mattoon is also known for its hospitality and bagels. Get the best of

both during the annual Bagelfest each July. After Murray Lender, of
Lender’s Bagels, held a free bagel breakfast to introduce bagels to the city,
the community leaders established Mattoon’s Bagelfest, an annual multi-
day event. The festival annually draws about 40,000 people. Collectively,
the group consumes around 40,000 bagels, which are served by volun-
teers. In 1996, Mattoon’s own Lender’s bagel plant unveiled a 563-pound
bagel creation that had been baked in a specially-designed brick oven. The
feat was recorded in the 1997 edition of the Guinness Book of World
Records. This year will mark the 32nd anniversary of the festival, and is
sure to be a great celebration.
For those interested

in Abraham Lincoln,
Mattoon was a fea-
tured stop on one of
Lincoln’s political
cam paigns. In 1858,
Lincoln, then a law -
yer, addressed a
crowd of townspeople
from the east window
of the Essex House
hotel in Mattoon. Just
three years later, Lin-
coln, newly elected to
lead the country,
waved farewell to his

stepmother, Sarah Bush Lincoln, as his train headed out of Illinois for the
White House. By that time, Lincoln’s father, who had settled in the area
in 1831, was at final rest in his grave at Shiloh Cemetery, which is located
southeast of Mattoon in rural Coles County. Lincoln’s stepmother was
buried next to Thomas Lincoln in 1869.
For more information, or to sign up for the weekly event calendar, call

217-258-6286 or 800-500-6286, or visit www.mattoon.illinois.gov.

2017 Mattoon Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities.

April 22:Mattoon’s Annual Herbfest.
June 10:Mattoon Artworks in downtown.
July 4: Indep en dence Day Celebration. Fireworks at the Coles County

Airport.
July 18-22: 32nd Annual Bagelfest Celebration. For information, visit

www.mattoonbagelfest.com. 
July 20-23:Mattoon Bagelfest Softball Tournament. 
November 17-December 25:Mattoon Lightworks. Enjoy the lights of

the season in Peterson Park.
November 18: Mattoon Holiday Art and Craft Sale in the Lone Elm

Room of the Mattoon Depot. 
November 18: Mattoon Christmas Parade and Santa Chase 5k/half

marathon.

Hunan Specializes In 
Fine Asian Cuisine & Catering. 

Since 1984
For Private Functions, Our Banquet Facility
Seats 165 People And Is Perfect For Business

Meetings & Family Gatherings Of Any Occasion

www.chinesehunan.com
116 S. 17th St • Mattoon, IL 61938

Open 6 Days
Lunch & Dinner

Sun-Mon-Wed-Thurs
11:00-9:00

Fri & Sat 11:00-9:00

Super 8
I-57 & Rte. 16 East
Mattoon, IL 61938

 All Newly Renovated Rooms

 Free High-Speed Internet

 61 Clean Comfortable Rooms

 Free Super Start Breakfast

 Free Local & Long Distance Phone Calls

 Free Cable TV with HBO, CNN, ESPN

 King  & Double Beds

 Business Center In Lobby

 Restaurant Next Door

10% DISCOUNT
Must present coupon upon check-in. No other discounts apply.

Excludes special events. Coupon Expires Dec. 30, 2017

For 
Reservations

Call: 
217-235-8888

or 
1-800-800-8000
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Mattoon’s two lakes, Lake Paradise and Lake Mattoon, 
provide many forms of recreation.

Mattoon Holiday Lightworks in Peterson Park.
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Discover historical Greenup, the “Village of the Porches” and
the “Gateway to Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site,” as it
looks toward a bright future built on its ties to the past. Lo-

cated along Interstate 70 on one side and the National Road (U.S. 40)
on the other side, Greenup continues to climb into elite company as a
tourist destination by combining its rich history, beautiful landscape
and plentiful arts and crafts shops with exciting new attractions. 

Greenup is a village of 1,532 residents with architecture that gives
it a look from a bygone era. The business district is listed on the Na-
tional Registry of Historic Buildings. Many of the store fronts have
over-hanging porches from the second story. Some think these porches
suggest the look of a western town, and others see a New Orleans flair.
The main street, or Cumberland Street, is also part of the National
Road. Greenup has the distinction of having one of the longest con-
tinuous drivable sections of the National Road still in existence.
One mile west of downtown on the National Road is the Cumber-

land County Covered Bridge. This 200-foot span timber bridge, built
in 2000, is a replica of the original “Jackson-style” covered bridge.

History continues to be preserved in Greenup with the 1870s Depot
and Johnson Building; both are restored and were relocated along
Cumberland Street.  
Greenup is also located in the heart of Lincoln territory. Several lo-

cations are marked with “Abraham Lincoln Visited Here.” Lincoln
Log Cabin and Fox Ridge State Park are located in Coles County, just
12 to 14 miles north of Greenup.  
Greenup is beautiful throughout the entire year. In the spring,

blooming redbud trees line Cumberland Street, and the summer
months find a variety of flowers in bloom on each corner. The fall fo-
liage is gorgeous, and during the Christmas season, the overhanging
porches are decked with greenery and lights.  
For information, visit www.villageofgreenup.com.

2017 Greenup Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead 
for specific information and additional activities.

January through December: Hootenanny. First Saturday of each
month at 7 p.m. in the Greenup Municipal Building. Free musical
entertainment.
April 29: Business Expo, Car Show and City-wide Rummage

Sales. Greenup Chamber of Commerce. For more information, call
217-923-0100.
August 18-26: Cumberland County Fair. Thoroughbred and har-

ness horse races, queen contest, tractor pulls, 4-H shows, musical en-
tertainment, demolition derby, a carnival for kids. For more
information, visit www.cumberlandcountyfair.com.
September 21-23: Greenup Fall Festival. Chamber of Commerce.

Queen contest, craft fair, city-wide rummage sales, car show, parade,
food vendors, musical entertainment. For more information, call 217-
923-0100 or 217-923-3401.
October 28: Halloween Celebration. Costume judging, cake walk,

food, games. Greenup Municipal Building at 7 p.m..
December 8: Visit With Santa. Greenup Chamber of Commerce.

Picture and treat bags for children, 6 to 8 p.m.

GREENUP: CUMBERLANDCOUNTY

Greenup: A Beautiful Stop On 
The Historical National Road

Greenup is a village of 1,532 residents. Its architecture
is lost in time. The business district is listed on the
National Registry of Historic Buildings. Many of the

store fronts have over-hanging porches from their second
story. Some think these porches suggest the look of a west-
ern town, and others see a New Orleans flair. The main street
or Cumberland Street is also a part of the National Road.
Greenup has the distinction of having one of the longest con-
tinuous driveable sections of the National Road still in exis-
tence. One mile west of downtown on the National Road is
the Cumberland County Covered Bridge. This 200-foot-span
timber bridge, built in 2000, is a  replica of the original
“Jackson-styled” covered bridge. History continues to be pre-
served in Greenup with the 1870’s Depot and Johnson
Building; both are restored and were relocated along Cumberland Street. 

Greenup is also located in the heart of Lincoln territory. Several
locations are marked with “Abraham Lincoln Visited Here.” Lincoln
Log Cabin and Fox Ridge State Park are located in Coles County just
12 to 14 miles north of Greenup. Greenup is beautiful throughout the
year. In the Spring, blooming red bud trees line Cumberland Street,
the summer months find a variety of flowers in bloom on each
corner. The fall foliage is gorgeous and during the Christmas Season
the overhanging porches are decked with greenery and lights. 

You’re invited to stay at one of our motels. Budget Host is at the
Interstate 70 exit, the The Greenup Inn motel is located on South
Route 130 only a short distance from downtown Greenup.

For more information, visit www.villageofgreenup.com.

Come to Greenup for a fun-filled 
weekend and experience small town charm.
Greenup is rich in history, antiques, crafts, shopping and food.

Greenup 2017 
Calendar Of Events

Dates of events are subject to change. 
Please call ahead for specific information.

January through December 
Hootenanny: 1st Saturday of 

the month @ 7:00 p.m. 
Greenup Municipal Building. 

Free entertainment.

April 29, 2017
Business Expo, Car Show 

and City-wide Rummage Sales.
Greenup Chamber of Commerce. 

For more information, 
call 217-923-0100.

August 18 – 26, 2017
Cumberland County Fair

Thoroughbred & Harness horse races,
Queen Contest's, Tractor Pull's, 

4-H Shows, Musical entertainment,
Demolition Derby and a 
Carnival for the kids.

Visit: www.cumberlandcountyfair.com

September 21 – 23, 2017
Greenup Fall Festival

Chamber of Commerce. Queen contest, 
Craft fair, City-wide Rummage Sales, 
Car Show, Parade, Food Vendors 
and Musical entertainment.
For more information call,

217-923-0100 or 217-923-3401.

October 28, 2017
Halloween Celebration  
Costume judging, Cake walk, 

Food & Games. 7:00 p.m. in the 
Greenup Municipal Building.

December 8, 2017
Visit with Santa

Greenup Chamber of Commerce.
Pictures & Treat bags for children.

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Cumberland County Covered Bridge

1870’s Depot

Overhanging Porches of Greenup

Greenup Military Museum
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Greenup is a village of 1,532 residents. Its architecture
is lost in time. The business district is listed on the
National Registry of Historic Buildings. Many of the

store fronts have over-hanging porches from their second
story. Some think these porches suggest the look of a west-
ern town, and others see a New Orleans flair. The main street
or Cumberland Street is also a part of the National Road.
Greenup has the distinction of having one of the longest con-
tinuous driveable sections of the National Road still in exis-
tence. One mile west of downtown on the National Road is
the Cumberland County Covered Bridge. This 200-foot-span
timber bridge, built in 2000, is a  replica of the original
“Jackson-styled” covered bridge. History continues to be pre-
served in Greenup with the 1870’s Depot and Johnson
Building; both are restored and were relocated along Cumberland Street. 

Greenup is also located in the heart of Lincoln territory. Several
locations are marked with “Abraham Lincoln Visited Here.” Lincoln
Log Cabin and Fox Ridge State Park are located in Coles County just
12 to 14 miles north of Greenup. Greenup is beautiful throughout the
year. In the Spring, blooming red bud trees line Cumberland Street,
the summer months find a variety of flowers in bloom on each
corner. The fall foliage is gorgeous and during the Christmas Season
the overhanging porches are decked with greenery and lights. 

You’re invited to stay at one of our motels. Budget Host is at the
Interstate 70 exit, the The Greenup Inn motel is located on South
Route 130 only a short distance from downtown Greenup.

For more information, visit wwwwww..vviillllaaggeeooffggrreeeennuupp..ccoomm.

Come to Greenup for a fun-filled 
weekend and experience small town charm.
Greenup is rich in history, antiques, crafts, shopping and food.

Greenup 2017 
Calendar Of Events

Dates of events are subject to change. 
Please call ahead for specific information.

January through December 
Hootenanny: 1st Saturday of 

the month @ 7:00 p.m. 
Greenup Municipal Building. 

Free entertainment.

April 29, 2017
Business Expo, Car Show 

and City-wide Rummage Sales.
Greenup Chamber of Commerce. 

For more information, 
call 217-923-0100.

August 18 – 26, 2017
Cumberland County Fair

Thoroughbred & Harness horse races,
Queen Contest's, Tractor Pull's, 

4-H Shows, Musical entertainment,
Demolition Derby and a 
Carnival for the kids.

Visit: www.cumberlandcountyfair.com

September 21 – 23, 2017
Greenup Fall Festival

Chamber of Commerce. Queen contest, 
Craft fair, City-wide Rummage Sales, 
Car Show, Parade, Food Vendors 
and Musical entertainment.
For more information call,

217-923-0100 or 217-923-3401.

October 28, 2017
Halloween Celebration  
Costume judging, Cake walk, 

Food & Games. 7:00 p.m. in the 
Greenup Municipal Building.

December 8, 2017
Visit with Santa

Greenup Chamber of Commerce.
Pictures & Treat bags for children.

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Cumberland County Covered Bridge
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From its unique annual Apple and Pork Festival to the life-sized
statue of Abraham Lincoln standing in the downtown known as
Mr. Lincoln’s Square, Clinton is a classic Midwestern town.

Founded by Jesse Fell and James Allen, a pair of land speculators, Clin-
ton was one of a myriad of prairie
towns platted and sold by the acre
in the mid-1830s.
Progress was slow at first. In

1837, Clinton was no more than two
log homes and a log stable. By
1841, it had grown to provide a
small settlement for about 12 fami-
lies. As Clinton began to blossom,
DeWitt County enjoyed its early
1800s heyday as a stopping point
along the Eighth Judicial Circuit.
Now-famous lawyers and judges
frequented Clinton, which is the
county seat of DeWitt County.
Among them were Abraham Lin-
coln, Stephen Douglas, Clifton H.
Moore and David Davis, all who
left their mark on the community
and provided fascinating memories
for the city’s early residents.
As significant as the presence of

these luminous figures were, it
pales in comparison to the influence
of the Illinois Central Railroad on
the history of Clinton. The first lo-
comotive chugged into town in the
1850s and transformed the commu-
nity, both economically and so-
cially. By the end of the 1850s,
Clinton had evolved from a rustic
frontier town to a thriving commu-
nity with a business district second
to none in its time and place. The
transformation became complete in
the 1870s, when the Illinois Central’s shops and roundhouse moved into
Clinton from Amboy and Wapella. For the next 80 years, Clinton was
known as a railroad town, and was the hub of railroad operations in cen-
tral Illinois.
By 1920, more than 1,500 Clinton residents worked for the railroad,

which brought 11 passenger trains through the town each day of the week.
In addition, the Clinton railroad yards handled more than 107,000 freight
cars each month. Today, many elegant homes, some from that pre-20th
century and early 20th century era, can be found near Mr. Lincoln’s Square
in the heart of Clinton.
The spectacularly maintained homes that extend throughout the heart of

the city include Victorian-era mansions, frame bungalows, handsome Tu-
dors, solid brick Cape Cods and big, boxy American Four Squares. Sev-
eral houses in Clinton have been remodeled and are now home to unique
businesses. LaTeaDa Tea Room is a popular Victorian tea room, and the
C.H. Moore Homestead DeWitt County Museum is a historic house.
The year 2017 will be a year of many milestones for the C.H. Moore

Homestead DeWitt County Museum.  This significant year will bring
the bicentennial of the birth of Clifton H. Moore, the sesquicentennial

of the completion of the Victorian mansion, and the golden anniver-
sary of the DeWitt County Museum Association.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.chmoorehomestead.org.

DeWitt County’s agricultural roots run deep. The numerous historic
barns scattered throughout the
county stand as testament to this
fact. Art, history and agriculture
come together in The Barn Quilts of
DeWitt County driving tour. Indi-
viduals are encouraged to drive the
self-guided tour route. Follow Barn
Quilts of DeWitt County on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/Barn-
QuiltsofDeWittCounty.
Many visitors come to the area for

the pleasure of outdoor activities.
Clinton Lake, located six miles east
of Clinton, was created by the Illi-
nois Power Company. The 15,000-
acre area operated by the state of
Illinois, includes 130 miles of shore-
line that trace Clinton Lake’s 4,900
acres. The lake includes a beauti-
ful 1,000-square-foot swimming
beach, more than 300 campsites,
several boat and canoe launching
points, a marina, and numerous
hiking trails and picnic sites. An-
glers frequently visit the lake to
reel in some of its stock of striped
bass, crappie, stripers, catfish and
walleye. Clinton Lake is well
known for many lake-friendly fish-
ing tournaments. Water skiing, tub-
ing and wakeboarding are also
popular summertime sports at Clin-
ton Lake. Hunters find recreational
opportunities in more than 3,000
acres of land around Clinton Lake.

Species hunted in this area include deer, turkey, rabbit and pheasant.
For a second dose of outdoor enjoyment, visitors can travel two miles

southeast of Clinton to Weldon Springs State Park. Early in Clinton’s his-
tory, the site was a 40-acre estate owned by Judge Lawrence Weldon. He
opened the land to friends, associates, relatives and Clinton residents for pic-
nics, family outings and other recreational activities. Since that time, the land
has seen many uses. It served as the site of a popular education and enter-
tainment program known as a Chautauqua, an open recreation space used
by the public, and served as a city park before finally becoming a state-
owned, 442-acre park, offering recreational opportunities during all seasons.
Weldon Springs State Park provides 75 camper sites and some additional
sites for tent camping. The park also includes a 29-acre lake stocked with
bass, bluegill, crappie, channel catfish, flathead catfish, sunfish and bullhead.
The lake’s two miles of shoreline is dotted with bank fishing platforms. Sev-
eral amphitheaters in the park provide a wonderful setting for a host of out-
door events. 
Weldon Springs is home to the Veterans Point Memorial, which was ded-

icated in 2004. Donations made in honor of veterans are recognized in vari-
ous spaces on the granite structure. Inscribed on the base of the sculpture are

Clinton: View Victorian-era Mansions, Enjoy 
Outdoor Activities, Explore Mr. Lincoln’s Square

CLINTON: DEWITT COUNTY
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the words “Freedom is not free.” The memorial sits on a 4-foot high
granite pedestal in the middle of a patio. The plaque on the sculpture
pedestal reads, “Dedicated to the memory and honor of all veterans who
have served, are serving, and will serve this great country for the cause
of freedom.”
During a visit to Clinton, a stop at the historic downtown Mr. Lin-

coln’s Square would be well worth the time. On the northwest corner of
the square stands a statue of Abraham Lincoln. According to local lore,
it was on Mr. Lincoln’s Square where he said: “You can fool all of the
people part of the time, and part of the people all of the time, but you can-
not fool all the people all the time.”

Located in the Abraham Lincoln National Heritage Area, DeWitt
County is an official “Looking for Lincoln” community and is home to
10 Looking for Lincoln wayside exhibits. Eight of these are included on
a self-guided walking tour spanning nine blocks and featuring unique
Lincoln-related stories and sites. A permanent exhibit, “Lincoln in De-
Witt County,” is housed at Clinton’s Vespasian Warner Public Library.
Lincoln’s connection to Clinton and DeWitt County is rich. He argued
cases in DeWitt County on the Eighth Judicial Circuit and practiced law
in an office he shared with a local attorney, Clifton H. Moore. Visit the
Lincoln Heritage of DeWitt County website at www.lincolnheritageofde-
wittcounty.com or find on Facebook at www.facebook.com/lincolnherita-
geofdewittcounty.
While touring Mr. Lincoln’s Square, visitors will find themselves amidst

a variety of retail and service shops. Many more stores and restaurants line
Van Buren Street, located a few blocks to the south. They include major
discount department stores, nationally known drug stores and several pop-
ular fast-food chains. But notable to the community are the unique dining
experiences and quaint shops, which draw visitors from near and far. 
After dinner, visitors may catch a box office hit at the community’s

five-screen movie complex, which shows recently released movies and
throws in some appealing extras. Guests will find free refills on popcorn
and soda, discounted admission nights and free popcorn Thursdays. For
more information, visit www.eagletheater.net.
An excellent public school system serves the Clinton area with neigh-

borhood school buildings located only a short walk from homes. A school
campus housing the Clinton Elementary School, Junior High School,
High School, as well as the Maroons Sports Complex is located near Van
Buren Street shopping and restaurants. An addition to the educational
campus is the Richland Community College Clinton Education Center.
The expansion of the extension center is part of Richland’s continued
commitment to serve the students in Clinton and DeWitt County.
The Vespasian Warner Public Library is located in the heart of Clin-

ton. The Frank Lloyd Wright prairie-style brick building was built in
1906. In 1991, an addition was built to the original library building.

Through the years, the facility continues to provide the community
with informational, recreational, cultural and educational resources and
services, as well as meeting rooms, public computer access, free Wi-Fi
and more. For more information, visit www.vwarner.org.
The Warner Hospital & Health Services assures visitors to the area

prompt and professional medical care. For more information, visit
www.warnerhospital.org.
Fourteen churches, representing most major denominations, dot the

Clinton community. The Clinton Community YMCA is a full facility
YMCA, offering many services for all ages, including an indoor pool.
Clinton uses a mayor/council form of government. For more infor-
mation, visit www.clintonillinois.com.
For economic development, the county-wide organization of De-

Witt County Development Council actively works to stimulate eco-
nomic development with new and existing businesses in DeWitt
County. For more information, visit www.dcdc-illinois.org.
Visitors are invited to treat themselves to some tasty food at the na-

tionally recognized Apple ’n’ Pork Festival, scheduled for September
23 and 24 (always the last full weekend in September). 
For a “howlin’ good time,” there is Clinton’s Terror on Washington

Street Haunted House in October. Visit the event website at www.clin-
tonhauntedhouse.com.

Contact the Clinton Area Chamber of Commerce & Tourism Bu-
reau at 217-935-3364 or toll-free at 866-4-DeWitt (866-433-9488), or
visit www.clintonilchamber.com. Brochures are available 24/7 from
the outdoor brochure holders at the Clinton Visitor Center, 1439 West
State Route 54, Clinton.
Overnight accommodations in Clinton are offered at Sunset Inn &

Suites at www.SunsetInnandSuites.com or 217-935-4140, Town &
Country Motel at 217-935-2121, and Wye Motel at 217-935-3373 or
www.clintonilchamber.com/members/wyemotel.htm.

2017 Clinton Calendar of Events 
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 

specific information and additional activities or check the 
online calendar of events at www.clintonilchamber.com.

March 29: Clinton Chamber’s Business Expo. Clinton High School
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
May-October: Clinton Area Farmers & Artisans Market. Saturdays

from 8 a.m. to noon, Mr. Lincoln’s Square, downtown Clinton.
May 18-21: Clinton MayDays Festival. Mr. Lincoln’s Square, down-

town Clinton.
June 17, July 29, August 19, September 2: Music on Main & Cen-

ter (Clinton’s Summer Concerts on Mr. Lincoln’s Square Stage). For
more information or find on Facebook, visit www.facebook.com/musi-
conmainandcenter.
June 24: Tour DeWitt. For more information, visit the website

www.TourdeWitt.weebly.com or find on Facebook.
June 27: Annual Golf Outing. Clinton Country Club.
July 4: Clinton’s 4th of July Celebration. Sponsored by Celebrate Clin-

ton. Mr. Lincoln’s Square, downtown Clinton.
July 4: 4th of July Fireworks. Sponsored by Celebrate Clinton. At dusk

on southwest edge of Clinton.
September 23, 24: Apple ’n’ Pork Festival. Sponsored by C.H.

Moore Homestead DeWitt County Museum, the official home of the
Apple ’n’ Pork Festival. For more information, visit www.chmoore-
homestead.org or Facebook. Vendor information can be found at
www.clintonilchamber.com/newsletter/Apple-PorkVendor.pdf.
October 6, 7, 13, 14, 20, 21, 27, 28: Clinton’s Terror on Washington

Street Haunted House. For more information, visit www.clintonhaunted-
house.com or find on Facebook.
November 25: Clinton’s Annual Christmas Parade at 2 p.m.
November 25, December 2, 9, 16: Santa’s House on Mr. Lincoln’s

Square from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Weldon Springs’ Veterans Point
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Casey’s 30th Annual Popcorn Festival is scheduled for Labor Day
weekend, September 2-4, in Fairview Park. Following are com-
ments from people who have attended the festival. 

“The park is so pretty and clean. The people are
so friendly. I loved the pond and the fountains.
Most of it is in the shade. I wish our town had a
park like this. We were able to park close. We went
all three days. It is the most fun our family has en-
joyed together. We will be back next year. We come
from St. Louis every year — there is nothing like
this there.”

“Our kids loved it. You don’t have to spend a
lot of money. I can’t believe all the entertain-
ment is free. No beer tent. It is a family festival.
There was so much to do. I liked the craft show.
It was a quality show. We come for the enter-
tainment shows. The show acts appealed to all
ages and repeated all afternoon. We saw them
all several times. We drove from Kankakee, IL,
got a motel and returned the next day. My hus-
band likes the chainsaw carvers.”

“I can’t believe that such a small town has a park like this and puts
on a festival of this scale. We will come back next year. The music is
so good and is different each day. We loved the ’80s band. The One
Man Band guy was fantastic. The band seating area is shaded — un-
believable. We go to a lot of festivals. This is the best by far.”

“It reminded me of the old days. Everything was so laid back. I
liked the food, and the same people are here every year in the same
place. Many of the food booths are local. We come every year for the
Jonah Fish Fry all-you-can-eat and it is economical. We come every
year for the car show. It is huge and it is in the shade.”

“We like everything, especially the free popcorn. We came early for
the city-wide sales. The town has many of the world’s largest items.
We will come back after the festival to see them all. There were also
historic points of interest in the neighboring towns.”

No flowery descriptive phrases, just people like you and me describing
why they come to the Casey Popcorn Festival. We think they say it better
than we could. There is nothing out there quite like the festival. Bring your
family this coming Labor Day weekend to Casey, IL, for the Casey Pop-
corn Festival. See ad for a list of activities. Visit www.popcornfestival.net
for the 2017 schedule.

2017 Casey Calendar of Events
Dates subject to change. Please call ahead for
specific information and additional activities.

April 7, 8: 13th Annual Moonshine Lunch Run. Moonshine, IL.
For more information, visit www.moonshine-run.com or call Jason

Garver at 217-962-0195.
April 15: Chamber of Commerce Easter Egg Hunt. Fairview Park. Rain

date is April 22. For more information, call the Chamber of Commerce at
217-232-3430.
May 27:Horseshoe Tournament. Fairview Park. For more information,

call Wayne Davis at 217-932-2787.
June TBA: Casey Open Golf Tournament. Casey Country Club. For

more information, call 217-932-2030.
July 4: 4th of July Celebration. Fairview Park. For more information,

call Debbie Hutton, park and recreation director, at 217-932-2600.
July 4: Horseshoe Tournament. Fairview Park. For more information,

call Wayne Davis at 217-932-2787.
August 9-12: The Far Off Broadway Players present Rodgers & Ham-

merstein’s “Oklahoma.” Fairview Park Bandstand. For more information,
call Ty Tuttle at 217-994-1907.
September 2-4: 30th Annual Popcorn Festival. Fairview Park. For

more information, call Bernie Morgan at 217-232-2676.
December 1-31: Christmas in the Park. Fairview Park. For more infor-

mation, call Debbie Hutton, park and recreation director, at 217-932-2600.
December 2: Breakfast with Santa. Casey Fire Department. For

more information, call Debbie Hutton, park and recreation director, at
217-932-2600.
December 2: Candy Canes on Main. Downtown Main Street. For more

information, call Marsha Shonk or Jeanette Huisinga at 217-232-4955.

CASEY: CLARK COUNTY

Casey: Popcorn Festival Offers Family Fun
HOME TO THE GUINNESS 

WORLD RECORD LARGEST 
WIND CHIME, GOLF TEE, 

KNITTING NEEDLES, MAILBOX, 
PITCHFORK, CROCHET HOOK, 
AND THE ILLINOIS ASA HALL 

OF FAME MUSEUM, 
THE POPCORN 

FESTIVAL & 
FAIRVIEW PARK!!!

Fairview Park features sunken and memorial gardens, ball diamonds, 
horseshoe pitching arena, picnic shelters, bandstand and beautiful ponds 

stocked for fishing. Our beautiful campground has electrical 
and water hook ups, a bathhouse and fire pits.

Make plans to join us Labor Day Weekend at Fairview Park for the 
30th Annual Popcorn Festival, a premier family event, featuring food and 
craft vendors, family entertainment and top-notch music performances. 

Don’t forget all the FREE popcorn you can eat!

Contact the 
City of Casey 

Park Activity Director 
at 217 932-2600 

for more information.

www.cityofcaseyil.org

NOW FEATURING:
THE  WORLD’S LARGEST 

ROCKING CHAIR!
Casey to celebrate its 30th Annual Popcorn Festival.
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Crawford County Illinois has something for everyone — historical
sites, golf courses, camping, recreational lakes and rivers, unique
shops, family-oriented annual events, museums, fine dining and

excellent hotel/motel accommodations.
The county offers three golf courses, including the beautiful Quail

Creek Country Club, which has been host to PGA tour events. A forest
preserve, hiking, biking and horseback trails, sports courts, beautiful parks,
fishing lakes, a conservation area and campsites are located throughout
the county. The free-flowing Wabash River serves as the winding eastern
edge of Crawford County.
Crawford County was formed on Dec. 31, 1816, and is located in the

east central portion of the state. The county was named in honor of
William H. Crawford, a United States senator from Georgia, who also
served his country as Minister of France, Secretary of War, and
Secretary of the Treasury. He was also a prominent presi-
dential candidate in 1824.
Crawford County consists of several unique com-

munities, each with its own distinguishing features.
Robinson, the county seat, is home to the late writer
James Jones, author of From Here to Eternity and
The Thin Red Line, and is also the birthplace of the
Heath Candy Bar. Hershey Chocolate, producers
of the Heath Bar, along with Marathon Petroleum
and Lincoln Trail College, all have facilities in
Robinson.  Retail choices include clothing, jewelry,
antiques, home décor, specialty foods, floral and gar-
den shops.
Oblong, located on the western edge of the

county, also offers a variety of unique retailers.
Collectibles, quilt and sewing supplies, hand-
crafted gifts, floral and furnishings can be found
along Main Street in Oblong. The Oil Field Mu-
seum in Oblong is one of only seven such facilities in the nation. It features
two buildings of displays, tools, books and literature, working models and
photographs regarding the boom days of oil discovery in Crawford County
in the early 1900s.
Palestine is the oldest town in the state of Illinois still in its original lo-

cation. The entire business district is listed on the National Historic Regis-
ter, and many turn-of-the-century buildings house art galleries, antique and
collectable stores and gift shops. People come from all around to visit this
historic village full of rich history. Palestine is home to the Fife Opera
House, the annual Pioneer City Rodeo and Labor Day Festival, and many
other history-rich events throughout the year.
Hustonville, at the Wabash River Bridge on the northeast edge of the

county, features the Hutson Memorial Village. The “town,” made up of
original furnished log cabins, a log barn and log church, is named in honor
of the Isaac Hutson family, who were massacred by Indians in 1813. Each
year, the event is re-enacted, and several other family oriented events are
held at the complex throughout the year. Antique and specialty stores round
out the village, along with a bookstore located in the house where Illinois’
ninth governor, August French, was married.
Flat Rock may not be the retail mecca of the county, but it does get a big

“thumbs up” when it comes to a great milkshake, fresh pie and friendly
conversation. The annual Flat Rock Homecoming is a great time to visit the
village for memorable family fun. After a disastrous fire in 1912, an ordi-
nance was passed that all new buildings must be constructed of brick. The
town has more concrete sidewalk per capita than anywhere in the nation.

Experience a lifetime of happiness in Crawford County. Everything is
at your fingertips — friendly neighborhoods, quality education, modern
health care facilities, noteworthy recreation and premium shopping
choices. Business opportunities are welcomed with open arms.
Visitors are always welcome in Crawford County. Contact the City of

Robinson at (618) 544-7616 or visit www.cityofrobinson.com/tourism.

2017 Crawford County Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead 

or visit www.cityofrobinson.com for more information.

April 7-9: Community Revitalization & Beautification Committee An-
tique and Collectables Show. Robinson Community Center. For more in-

formation, call the Chamber of Commerce at 618-546-1557.
May TBA: 29th Annual Crawford County Arts Art Show
& Sale. Fife Opera House in Palestine. Original artworks
of various mediums – some for sale. For more infor-
mation, visit www.crawfordcountyarts.org.
May 27: Palestine Lions Club Fish Fry, Car
Club Cruise-In & Flea Market. Leaverton Park –
8 a.m. until the fish runs out. Fish/sides/hot-
dogs/desserts served to help the Lions with their
many projects. Crawford County Collectibles Car
Club will provide the opportunity to enjoy auto-
mobiles from the past and present. Browse the se-
lection of treasures from various vendors. For more

information, call Otie Tutte at 618-562-3881.
June 22: Annual Robinson Chamber of Com-

merce Golf Outing. Fundraiser and Golf Outing at
Quail Creek County Club in Robinson.  For more
information, call the Robinson Chamber of Com-
merce at 618-546-1557.

June 30-July 4: Robinson 4th of July Celebration. Features include
carnival rides, food booths, nightly entertainment, car show, baseball and
softball tournaments, and a spectacular fireworks show in the Robinson
City Park. For more information and the nightly entertainment lineup, call
City Hall at 618-544-7616 or visit www.cityofrobinson.com.
July 22-29: Crawford County Fair. Oblong Fairgrounds. 4-H exhibits,

Crawford County queen pageant, carnival rides, food booths, truck and
tractor pulls, and a demolition derby highlight the week long event ending
with a large 4-H auction. Contact: www.crawfordfair.com for more info.
August 4-6: Hutsonville River Fest. Car Show, entertainment, vendors,

parade and food in downtown Hutsonville. For more information, visit
www.facebook.com/groups/Hutsonville.River.Fest/.
August 11-13: Oblong Antique Tractor and Engine Show. Oblong Fair-

grounds. This annual event draws visitors from all over to view actual
working antique tractors and engines.
August 31-September 4: 64th Annual Pioneer City Labor Day Festi-

val and Rodeo. Pioneer City Arena, Leaverton Park and Main Street Pales-
tine play host to a street fair, carnival, and the return of the PRCA full
rodeo. Chuckwagon breakfast, parade, camping, junior-sized tractor pull,
remote control airplanes, lunch with clowns, flea market, mechanical bull
rides, free entertainment at the band shell, townwide garage sales, antique
gas engine exhibit, swap meet, and more. For more information, call the
Palestine Chamber of Commerce at 618-586-2222, or visit www.pio-
neercity.com or by email at PalestineCofC@verizon.net.
September TBA: Fort LaMotte Rangers Reenactment & Festival. Re-

Crawford County: Offers A Wide Variety 
Of Sites And Activities

ROBINSON: CRAWFORDCOUNTY

On Saturday, September 23, the city of 
Robinson will host its first annual Craft
Beer Festival in the Robinson City Park.
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live the days of yesterday and witness history portrayed in period cos-
tume. See, taste and smell the trades and lifestyle of the early 1800s. In-
cludes encampment, shooting, cookout, traders and musicians. Vendors
welcome. Friday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sunday,
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
September 23: 1st Annual Crawford County Fest-Of-Ale. The city of

Robinson will host its 1st annual craft beer festival in the Robinson City
Park. Craft beer vendors, food and entertainment highlight afternoon ac-
tivities. For more information and tickets, visit www.ccfestofale.com.
October 6, 7: Annual Heath Toffee Festival and Parade. On the square

in Robinson. Celebrating the delicious Heath Candy Bar, created in 1928
by Heath Brothers Confectionary in Robinson. Features Friday night en-
tertainment, street dance, and car show, and Saturday craft show, live en-
tertainment, toffee bake-off, and parade, capped off by a free chili supper.
For more information call 618-546-1557. 
October 6, 7: 15th Annual Wabash Valley Wine & Arts Festival. Sev-

eral wineries provide various wines for tasting as you stroll Main Street in
Palestine and enjoy artworks from numerous artists from the Wabash Val-
ley area. Some may be purchased. Food booths and live entertainment.
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call Susan Goodwine at 618-586-2035.
October 28: 51st Annual Oblong Fall Follies and “Spooktacular”

Bandfest and Parade. Features night parade, band field competition, food,
crafts and entertainment on the square in Oblong. Call 618-592-4355.
November 17-19: Christmas displays lighting. On the square in down-

town Robinson. Santa arrives, food boots available, games for kids, train
ride, silent auction of decorated Christmas trees, and more. For more in-
formation, call the Chamber of Commerce at 618-546-1557.
November 18: Weekend before Thanksgiving Palestine Preserva-

tion Projects Society Cookie Walk. Fife Opera House, begins at 9 a.m.
Browse table after table of homemade cookies for purchase. Call Nita
Jochim at 618-586-2427.

November 17, 18:Weekend before Thanksgiving Crawford County Re-
tailer’s Holiday Open Houses. Begins at 9 a.m. Travel Route 33 through
Robinson and Palestine to find that perfect Christmas gift or secure that
elusive item you’ve always wanted, and even find great bargains for what-
ever you are needing. For more information, call the Robinson Area
Chamber of Commerce at 618-546-1557.
November 24: Friday after Thanksgiving Leaverton Park Holiday

Lighting Festival. At 5 p.m., Leaverton Park in Palestine will come alive
with more than 40,000 lights and displays. Enjoy hot chocolate and cook-
ies with Santa, listen to area church choirs and singing groups caroling.
Watch the fireworks and enjoy cornbread and beans, hotdogs and desserts
served by the Lions Club. For more information, call the Palestine Cham-
ber of Commerce at 618-586-2222.

Pelican Cove Aquatic Park at the Robinson City Pool
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Located in Central Illinois where Interstate 57 meets I-70, the city
of Effingham has something for everyone. With 17 hotels and
more than 65 restaurants, Effing-

ham provides the very best in service and
hospitality. 
The Effingham Performance Center,

Cross at the Crossroads, Firefly Grill,
Mid America Motorworks, My Garage
Museum, Tuscan Hills Winery, Hodgson
Mill Store, Lake Sara and John Boos &
Co. Showroom are just a few of the many
attractions that make Effingham a
tourism destination for thousands of trav-
elers each year.
The city also hosts several annual events

including the Corvette Funfest hosted by
Mid America Motorworks in September,
Heart of the Hops in October, Wonderland
in Lights in December, the Artisan Fair in
May, Moccasin Creek Festival in June and
the EffinHAM JAM in July. Effingham
and surrounding area attractions include:
The Effingham Performance Center:

Located on the north side of Effingham
along Outerbelt West, is a 1,564-seat the-
ater that hosts 30 performances a year.
Local, regional, and national acts are
scheduled to perform, with categories in-
cluding country, southern gospel, pop/top
40, contemporary Christian, comedy, jazz,
dance, classical, and bluegrass. This year’s
acts include Vince Gill, Art Garfunkel,
Vince Neil and The Bellamy Brothers. For
more information, visit www.theEPC.org
or find tickets on Ticketmaster.
The Cross at the Crossroads: Located

on the south side of Effingham, the cross stands 19 stories tall alongside
one of America’s most traveled Interstate corridors. Approximately 53,600
people view the 198-foot tall symbol of love and hope each day. The open
arms of the cross, which expand 113 feet, are a welcoming signal to ap-
proaching travelers. For more information, visit www.crossusa.org.

Mid America Motorworks My Garage Museum: Located on the
northeast side of Effingham, My Garage Museum is a one-of-a-kind mu-

seum that houses vintage Corvettes and
Volkswagens and thousands of pieces of
Corvette history and memorabilia. There is
no admission charge. Museum is open six
days a week. For more information, visit
www.mamotorworks.com.
Sculpture on the Avenues: Sculpture on

the Avenues is an annual outdoor art exhibit
that brings an array of artwork to downtown
Effingham and features some of the Mid-
west’s best-known and unknown sculptors.
Going into its 19th year, Sculpture on the
Avenues is a self-guided walking tour that
winds through downtown Effingham. Come
explore the sculptures that have transformed
the city’s avenues into an art gallery. For
more information, visit www.visiteffing-
hamil.com or call 217-342-5310.
Firefly Grill: Firefly Grill is a modern

roadhouse restaurant located on the shores
of Kristie Lake. Chef Niall Campbell and his
wife, Kristie, own and operate this oasis of
American fresh cuisine in the heart of the
Midwest. It has been recognized for its ef-
forts in going green, its unique events, and
its beautiful rural setting. Garden tours and
cooking demonstrations make this a must
stop for group tours. Firefly Grill was re-
cently honored as part of Enjoy Illinois’
“Illinois Made” program. For more infor-
mation, visit www.ffgrill.com.
Legacy Harley Davidson: Legacy

Harley Davidson is located just off Inter-
states 57 and 70, on Althoff Avenue. “The

Harley Barn,” as it is known, houses new and pre-owned motorcycles,
along with clothing, merchandise, parts and much more. The folks at the
Harley Barn invite visitors to attend one-of-a-kind events held through-
out the year. For more information on the store and events, visit
www.legacyhd.com.
Tuscan Hills Winery: Tuscan Hills Winery is located on Historic Hills

Drive, directly behind the Harley Barn. This winery features eight pictur-
esque acres, which helps bring an Old World Tuscan feel to the heart of
Effingham. The owners are focused on creating elegant, approachable and
perfectly balanced wines of the highest quality. They recently added the
“Stellar Cellar” to host various parties. Wine tastings and tours, along with
space available for reservations, make this a must stop for group tours.
Check out the winery’s website for its live events each week. For more
information, visit www.effinghamwinery.com.
Effingham Visitor Center: The Effingham Visitor Center, located off

exit 160, offers services to travelers including maps, guides, and
brochures. Also, stop in for a free Effingham souvenir. Coupon and dis-
count books are also available at the Visitor Center.  For more information,
call 217-342-5310 or visit www.VisitEffinghamIL.com.
Wonderland in Lights: Each year, the city of Effingham and the Eff-

ingham Convention and Visitors Bureau turn the Community Park on E.
Temple Avenue into a winter wonderland. The Wonderland in Lights is a

Effingham: Attractions, Activities, Hospitality
And Entertainment In Abundance

EFFINGHAM: EFFINGHAMCOUNTY

The Cross At The Crossroads
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drive-through light display that features a variety of lighted holiday scenes.
Santa visits the Wonderland in Lights each Saturday to hand out toys to
the children. The display opens on Thanksgiving Day and runs through the
New Year. For more information, visit www.visiteffinghamil.com.

Evergreen Hollow Park: Evergreen Hollow Park is one of Effing-
ham’s four parks and offers activities for visitors of all ages. The
Kluthe Aquatic Complex, located in the park, includes a large leisure
pool with water slide and water play equipment. The park also features
a tree walk with approximately 85 species of trees indigenous to Illi-
nois. Each tree is marked with a plaque including the common and
Latin name of each species. For more information on activities at the
park, visit www.effinghamparkdistrict.org.
Stang ARTs Studio & Gallery: Nestled in downtown Effingham,

Stang ARTs features art classes for both children and adults, along with
events throughout the year, such as paint parties. Make sure to stop by
and check out the art gallery or book an event. For more information,
call 850-960-0106.
John Boos & Co.: John Boos & Co. is the oldest manufacturer of

butcher blocks and metal tables in the industry. The first butcher blocks
were made in Conrad Boos’ blacksmith shop in Effingham over 100 years
ago. John Boos & Co. Showroom is open to the public from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m., Monday through Friday. John Boos Butcher Blocks are used by sev-
eral celebrity chefs, including Emeril Lagasse and Rachel Ray, who gave
John Boos’ blocks away on her talk show. The butcher blocks can also be
found on popular Food Network shows such as Chopped. Tours are avail-
able by appointment. For more information, call 217-347-7790.
The Mercantile: The Mercantile was opened in 2014. Since 1882,

Hodgson Mill has been grinding whole grains and making nutritious foods
that are full of natural flavor but free of artificial additives and coloring. For
more than a century, its customers have been enjoying the taste and reap-
ing the health benefits of whole grains. The new store features Hodgson
Mill products, other local products and hard to find cooking gadgets.
Along with the retail store, an education center will offer a wide variety
of classes from baking to healthy eating. The cooking center is now open
and cooking classes are available. For  a schedule, visit www.hodgson-
mill.com. For more information, call 800-347-0105.
Ballard Nature Center: The Ballard Nature Center is located just min-

utes west of Effingham, nestled into a wooded area near National Road
U.S. 40. Miles of wooded trails, dozens of species of birds and the natural
setting offer a true outdoor experience. Dioramas and interactive exhibits
offer entertainment and effortless education on the flora and fauna of this
region. The trails and outdoor area are open from dawn until dusk. The

center is open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, and from
noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday. For more information, call 618-483-6856.
Lake Sara: Lake Sara is an 800-acre recreational lake nestled into a

wooded shoreline, encircled by a winding road. Also, visit nearby golf
courses, Cardinal and Fore-Way, just minutes from the
lake. Visit www.visiteffinghamil.com.
Dr. Charles M. Wright House: The Dr. Charles M.

Wright House in Altamont was built in 1889. The 18-
room mansion is now a museum that features original
furnishings, including carpets. The doctor’s surgery
room, nursery and library are highlights of the tour. 
The museum is open Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m., April

through October. For a tour on other days, call 618-483-
6397. Visit www.WrightMansion.org.
Monastery Museum: The Monastery Museum in

Teutopolis is a prism into the history of the settlers of
the Teutopolis region and the Franciscans who minis-
tered to them. The museum houses antique bibles, hand-
scribed books, furnishings, clothing, toys and elaborate
documents that offer a glimpse into the past. For more
information, call 217-857-6404.
Frye Pottery: Frye Pottery is located in a beautiful

country setting. Artists Tim and Pam Frye have been pro-
fessional potters for nearly 30 years and produce award
winning ceramic art, as well as functional stoneware pot-
tery designed for everyday use. A restored dairy barn
houses their working studios and gallery with a selection

of pottery pieces for sale. For more information, visit www.fryepottery.com.

The Effingham Performance Center is a 1,564-seat theater 
that hosts 30 performances a year.

2017 Effingham Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities.

April 1: Lake Sara Dam Run. Lake Sara. www.lakesaradamrun.com.
April 14, 15: National Fishing Lure Collector Show. www.nflcc.org.
May-October: Farmer’s Market. Saturdays. Downtown Effingham,

nanopanko@gmail.com.
May 5, 6: Artisan Fair.Downtown Effingham. For more information,

visit www.effinghamartisanfair.com.
May 12, 13: Hobnob Spring Market. www.hobnobmarket.com. 
May 19, 20: Effingham Cruise Night. 217-347-0477.
June 2-4: VW Funfest. Mid America Motorworks. For more informa-

tion, visit www.funfestacvw.com.
June 17: Summer Food Fest. Downtown Effingham. 217-342-4147.
June 24-26:Moccasin Creek Fest. Lake Sara. For more information,

visit www.moccasincreekfestival.com.
July 4: 4th of July Celebration. 217-342-5310.
July 22, 23: Effingham JAM  BBQ Cook-Off. 217-342-4147.
August 5-12: County Fair. Effingham County Fairgrounds in Alta-

mont, IL. www.effinghamcountyfair.com.
September 8, 9: Hobnob Harvest Market. www.hobnobmarket.com.
September 14-17: Corvette Funfest. Mid America Motorworks. 866-

309-3973. www.corvettefunfest.com. 
September 30:Heart of the Hops Craft Beer Festival. Downtown Eff-

ingham. 217-347-7113.
October 6-8: Grapevine Bluegrass Music Festival.  For more infor-

mation, visit www.grapevinebluegrass.com. 
October 13: Chili Fest. Downtown Effingham. 217-342-4147.
October 29:Halloween Parade. Downtown Effingham. For more in-

formation, call 217-342-4147.
November 23-January 2: Wonderland in Lights. Community Park,

217-342-5310. www.visiteffinghamil.com.
November 25: Hometown Christmas. Downtown Effingham. 217-

342-5310. www.visiteffinghamil.com.
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MARSHALL: CLARK COUNTY

Experience Marshall — From the history buff to the
outdoor enthusiast, Marshall has an experience
waiting just for you. There are many attractions

and sites to see throughout. Visitors can start their journey
by stopping at the historic Harlan Hall. Pick up a copy of
Tour Historic Marshall and Marshall International Mu-
rals (which contains information on 18 murals around the
community), as well as parks/recreation information, up-
coming events and much more. 
Marshall has seven sites that are listed on the National

Register of Historic Places. A few of these include Lin-
coln’s law papers at the courthouse, a stone arch bridge,
constructed in 1831, on the National Road that is still in
use today, and a 1938 Works Progress Administration
mural in the post office. 
If it is outdoor recreation you’re looking for, Marshall

has an abundance of options. Lincoln Trail State Park and Mill Creek Park bring in thousands of visitors each year, and for good reason. These parks
offer camping amenities, fishing and walking trails. Mill Creek also offers ATV trails, horseback riding trails and cabin rentals. Both parks retain nat-
ural habitats that are sure to provide a break from the daily grind.
Harlan Hall is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is home to The National Road Welcome Center. It is located in the heart of down-

town. The Welcome Center contains memorabilia from “the road that built the nation.”
There are dioramas, interactive mannequins, displays and kiosks depicting the rich his-
tory of the road in Marshall. The Hall is also available to rent for events such as wed-
dings, reunions and corporate trainings. Visitors won’t want to miss seeing the beauty
of this restored building. In addition, the Marshall Public Library celebrated its 100th
birthday in 2016.
While visiting in the summer, join the fun at the Friday night band concerts and ice

cream socials at 8 p.m. on the courthouse square, mid-June through August. Marshall
boasts the oldest, continually performing munic-
ipal band in the state. Walk around the commu-
nity and enjoy each mural, while trying to find
the hidden item in each mural. Other recreational
opportunities available in Marshall include nine
holes at the Marshall Golf Course. In the case of
a rainy day, stop into the Marshall Bowling
Alley. It’s fun for the whole family and is open
year round.
Marshall has great activities all year. For more

information, visit www.marshall-il.com or call
217-826-8087.

March 18: Gaslight Art Colony Artists Reception.
March 25:Marshall Main Street Spring Fling.
April 4:Main Street Bingo at Harlan Hall.
April 10-July 14: Diary of a Hammerhead Exhibit

at Marshall Public Library.
April 12: Career Fair at Harlan Hall, from noon

to 4 p.m.
April 15: Gaslight Art Colony Artists Reception.
May 2:Main Street Bingo at Harlan Hall.
May 4: Alzheimer Program at Marshall Public

Library.
May 13: Community-Wide Yard Sale.
May 20: Gaslight Art Colony Artists Reception.
June 2: 1st Band Concert. Courthouse Square.
June 6:Main Street Bingo at Harlan Hall.
June 13: Rides Mass Transit Program at Marshall

Public Library.

June 14-18:Marshall International Murals Event.
July 4: City Band Concert at fairgrounds at 8 p.m.,

followed by fireworks display.
July 7: Lemonade Stand Contest/Strawberry Fest.
July 18:Main Street Bingo at Harlan Hall.
August 11: Night Out on the National Road.
August 13-19: Clark County Fair.
August 19: Gaslight Art Colony Artists Reception. 
September 15-17: Autumn Fest. 
September 16: Gaslight Art Colony Artists Re-

ception. 
October 21:Gaslight Art Colony Artists Reception.
October 31: City of Marshall Frolic, Trunk or Treat

and Trick or Treat.
December 2: HollyDays.
December 16: Gaslight Art Colony Artists Re-

ception.

2017 Marshall Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for specific information and additional activities.

w w w . m a r s h a l l - i l . c o m

THRU THE YEARS WITH PRIDE

Marshall: Explore Parks, Enjoy Music, Visit Historical Sites
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Come Out to Decatur/Forsyth’s
Tournaments, Festivals, & Shows!!!

202 East North Street • Decatur IL, 62523
217-423-7000 • 800-331-4479 • Tourism@decaturcvb.com

Qualifying tour to the LPGAJune 16-18, 2017
The Decatur-Forsyth Classic is the
longest-running tournament on
the LPGA Symetra Tour. This year,
the tournament will take place at
Hickory Point Golf Club.

Decatur/Forsyth Classic
Symetra Tour Tournament

Decatur's Smokin
BBQ Festival

Giant Street Festival
Aug. 3-6, 2017
Razzle Dazzle Goodtimes

Parade, Film Festival, 

Wine Garden, 3 blocks 

of Arts & Crafts Booths, 

60 Unique Food Vendors,

Street Performers, 
10 Live Show Stages 

and a Carnival!

Decatur Celebration!

Progress City
Oct. 6-7, 2017
The very first Smokin
BBQ Festival is at
Progress City. It will be 
sanctioned by the
Kansas City BBQ Society.

Aug. 29-31, 2017Farm ProgressShow is the nation'slargest outdoor farmshow featuring 500exhibitors and morethan 300 acres offield demonstra-tions.

Farm Progress Show

DiscoverCI_DiscoverCI  2/24/17  11:01 AM  Page 1

The Decatur area offers so much to
see and do with antiques, family
attractions, historical sites, muse-

ums, nightlife, outdoor fun and recreation,
shopping districts and numerous events for
all ages. Visit www.decaturcvb.com or call
217-423-7000 for a free Visitors Guide.

Chevrolet Hall of Fame Museum: Lo-
cated at 3635 U.S. Route 36-E., features
classic autos such as race cars, Indy 500
pace cars, original unrestored examples of
some of the finest automobiles built, and
includes an extensive Chevrolet memora-
bilia collection. Call 217-791-5793 or visit
www.chevrolethalloffamemuseum.com.

The Children’s Museum of Illinois: Located at 55 S. Country Club
Road, the Children’s Museum offers hands-on exhibits that encourage
children to touch and interact. Focusing on people and cultures, the arts,
physics/physical science, the ecosystem and health sciences, the museum
is so much fun for everyone that visitors tend to forget it’s educational. For
more exhibit details, call 217-423-KIDS, or visit www.cmofil.com. 

Hieronymus Mueller Museum: The
Hieronymus Mueller Museum’s namesake,
called Decatur’s “unsung genius,” held
over 500 patents. See such treasures as the
seventh of only eight cars manufactured by
Mueller, located at 420 W. Eldorado St.
For more information, call 217-423-6161. 

Macon County History Museum and
Prairie Village: Located at 5580 N. Fork
Road E., each building in the village
replicates prairie life during the 1800s.
This includes a replica of the log court-
house where Abraham Lincoln tried sev-
eral cases, and one of only two matching
chairs still in existence that he owned and

used in his law office in Springfield. For more information, call 217-
422-4919, or visit www.mchsdecatur.org. 

Rock Springs Conservation Area and Nature Center: Located at
3939 Nearing Lane, Rock Springs offers a glimpse of the natural
forests and prairies that existed when early settlers first came to cen-
tral Illinois. Included are birding and nature walks over woodlands and
wetlands. For more information, call 217-423-7708, or visit www.ma-
concountyconservation.org. 

Scovill Park and Zoo: From cheetahs and camels to meerkats and
monkeys, an exciting adventure awaits visitors at Decatur’s Scovill
Zoo, located at 71 Country Club Road. Take a spin on the Endangered
Species Carousel and climb aboard the Z.O.& O. Express. Just a few
steps away from the zoo are a state-of-the-art playground, the Scovill
House, and Oriental Gardens with exotic plants, waterfalls, ponds and
winding trails. For more information, call 217-421-7435, or visit
www.scovillzoo.com.

Mari-Mann Herb Farm: People who love the outdoors will enjoy
Mari-Mann Herb Farm, 1405 Mari-Mann Lane, one of the Midwest’s
oldest and largest herb farms. Mari-Mann offers lunch eons by appoint-
ment, tours and a shop where a wide variety of natural herbal and home-
opathic items are sold. For more information, call 217-429-1404, or visit
www.marimann.com. 

Decatur: Family-friendly Attractions Include Museums,
Historical Sites, Shopping, Outdoor Activities And More

DECATUR: MACONCOUNTY

Mari-Mann Herb Farm is designated as 
an official Illinois herb garden.

Each year, visitors to Scovill Zoo enjoy a train ride.
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Come Out to Decatur/Forsyth’s
Tournaments, Festivals, & Shows!!!

202 East North Street • Decatur IL, 62523
217-423-7000 • 800-331-4479 • Tourism@decaturcvb.com

Qualifying tour to the LPGAJune 16-18, 2017
The Decatur-Forsyth Classic is the
longest-running tournament on
the LPGA Symetra Tour. This year,
the tournament will take place at
Hickory Point Golf Club.

Decatur/Forsyth Classic
Symetra Tour Tournament

Decatur's Smokin
BBQ Festival

Giant Street Festival
Aug. 3-6, 2017
Razzle Dazzle Goodtimes

Parade, Film Festival, 

Wine Garden, 3 blocks 

of Arts & Crafts Booths, 

60 Unique Food Vendors,

Street Performers, 
10 Live Show Stages 

and a Carnival!

Decatur Celebration!

Progress City
Oct. 6-7, 2017
The very first Smokin
BBQ Festival is at
Progress City. It will be 
sanctioned by the
Kansas City BBQ Society.

Aug. 29-31, 2017Farm ProgressShow is the nation'slargest outdoor farmshow featuring 500exhibitors and morethan 300 acres offield demonstra-tions.

Farm Progress Show
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Wabash Depot Antique Centre: Located at 780 E. Cerro Gordo St.,
the center is a 10,000-square-foot restored train depot with beautiful mar-
ble columns and floors, stained glass windows, tube chandeliers and an-
tiques of every kind. For more information, call 217-233-0800.

NOTABLE EVENTS TAKING PLACE 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR INCLUDE:

Central Illinois Jazz Festival: Held annually at the end of January or
beginning of February at the Decatur Conference Center & Hotel.  This
three-day festival features professional bands from all over the United
States playing Dixieland Jazz, Chicago and New Orleans styles, Swing,
Ragtime, Zydeco and Gypsy Jazz. Highlights are: “Patron Party,” Fes-
tival Grand Opening, New Orleans-style Umbrella Parade, Pianorama
and Banjorama, evening dance sets, late-night jam session, Jazz Brunch
and Clarinet Clambake.  For more information, visit www.juvaejazz.com
or call 217-423-7000 for a detailed brochure.
Farm Progress Show: Progress City, USA., adjacent to Richland

Community College in Decatur, is the epicenter of farm technology dur-
ing the Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday prior to Labor Day biennially
in odd-numbered years. More than 450 exhibitors bring their best new
tools and technology to show visitors from all over the world. For more
information, visit www.farmprogressshow.com.
Decatur Celebration: Free family street festival covering 22

square blocks of downtown Decatur, which are closed from Friday
night through Sunday on the first full weekend in August of each year.
Festival features 10 stages with continuous live entertainment, a
square-block area with activities just for kids, Razzle Dazzle Good-
times Parade on Saturday morning, over 150 acts and attractions to
enjoy, food from every corner of the world, craft and souvenir stands,
games, carnival rides and big name headline entertainment. Visit
www.decaturcelebration.com.

Arts in Central Park: Features art in every form, available for sale or
just to see. Paintings in oil, acrylic and watercolor; photography; pottery;
textile art; handmade jewelry; and sculpture can all be found Friday
evening through Sunday the third weekend in September every year. The
fair also features food vendors, beverage service, live music and other
forms of entertainment. Visit www.decaturarts.org.

2017 Decatur Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. For more events and information, 
visit www.decaturcvb.com and click on “What To Do.”

April 6-8: Pride of the Prairie Spring Marble Show. Country Inn &
Suites.
April 8, 9: Spring Train Fair. Decatur Civic Center.
April 22, 23: Gem and Mineral Show. Progress City, USA.
April 27-30: Cluster of Dogs Show. Progress City, USA.
May 12-14:MidState Soccer Classic Cup. Decatur Soccer Complex.
May 20, 21:Millikin University Spring Commencement. Kirkland Fine

Arts Center (Millikin University).
June 8-11:Macon County Fair. Macon County Fairgrounds.
June 12-16:Optimists International Jr. Golf Tournament. Red Tail Run

Golf Course.
June 12-18: Decatur Forsyth Classic. Hickory Point Golf Course.
June 14-17:Decatur Commodores 18U & 16U Sunnyside Invitational.

Sunnyside Park.
July 6-9: ASA Girls 12U Tournament. Rotary Park.
July 8, 9: Decatur Lakeside Triathlon. Nelson and Fairview parks.
July 21-23: ASA Men’s D&E Slowpitch Tournament. Rotary Park.
July 29, 30: ASA Men’s Fastpitch State Tournament. Forsyth Park.
August 3-6: Decatur Celebration. Downtown Decatur.
August 5, 6: ASA Wooden Bat Fastpitch Tournament. Forsyth Park.
August 29-31: Farm Progress Show. Progress City, USA.
September 9, 10: Special Olympics Outdoor Sports Festival. Rotary

Park and Hickory Point Golf Course.
September 15-17: Arts in Central Park. Central Park, downtown

Decatur.
October 6-8: Millikin Homecoming. Millikin University.
October 13, 14: IHSA Girls Class A & AA State Golf Tournaments.

Hickory Point and Red Tail Run golf courses.
November 2-4: Pride of the Prairie Fall Marble Show. Country Inn

& Suites.
November 18, 19: Midwest Taekwondo Championship. Decatur Con-

ference Center and Hotel.
December 6: Christmas Walk. Downtown Decatur.
December 10: Millikin University Winter Commencement. Kirkland

Fine Arts Center (Millikin University).
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The Wabash Depot Antique Centre is over 10,000 square feet
of beautifully restored marble floors and columns with stained

glass windows and tube chandeliers. The depot is on the
National Register of Historic Places. Wabash Depot Antique
Centre in Decatur is truly a showplace with a lot of history. 

Railroad Memorabilia • Elegant Cut Crystal 
• Depression Glass • Dolls • Books • Porcelain 

• China • Art Pottery • Architectural 
• Furniture • Lighting • Paintings • Jewelry 
• Prints • Linens  • Primitives • Vintage Hats 

and Clothing • Silver • Toys • Tools
Open Monday thru Saturday 10 am to 5 pm & Sunday 12 pm to 5 pm

Layaways, Visa, Mastercard, Discover • Ph: 217-233-0800 • Fax: 217-233-0801
780 E. Cerro Gordo Street • Decatur, IL 62523

Just North of Eldorado Street/Route 36

The Chevrolet Hall of Fame Museum 
features many classic autos.
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Paris, IL, is one of the Midwest’s best kept community secrets.
A town whose values might have been painted by Norman
Rockwell, Paris has been recently designated as a Looking For

Lincoln community and has many Lincoln stories to share with
tourists. Many new and exciting events and activities have been
added to the annual calendar. For brochures, maps and information,
call the Paris Area Chamber of Commerce and Tourism at 217-465-
4179. Please visit Paris, and be sure to stop by the Chamber of Com-
merce office, 105 N. Central Ave.

2017 Paris Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for
specific information and additional activities.

March 18: Chamber Annual Celebration.
Each Thursday June-August: Music in the Park.
Each Saturday June-September: Downtown Paris Farmer’s

Market.
June 9, 10: Shrine BBQ & Vintique Stockyard Market. Parade at 2

p.m. on June 10.
July 4: 4th of July Fireworks at Twin Lakes and activities at the

American Legion.
July 23-29: 4-H Fair. Edgar County 4-H Fairgrounds. For more

information, call the Extension office at 217-465-5379.
July 23-29: Edgar County Fair. Edgar County Fairgrounds.
August 5: Cancer Relay for Life.
September 17: Little Honeybee King and Queen Pageant. Twin

Lakes Pavilion at 2 p.m.
September 22-24: Honeybee Festival. Parade at 11 a.m. Saturday-

Mary Ann Stallings (217-466-1175). Honeybee Downtown (217-822-
9283) – Richard Yates (217-465-8402). Food – Joe Scheiner (217-
808-0028). Fairgrounds general information (217-822-1896).
November 24-January 1, 2018: Thanksgiving-Holiday in the

Park. Twin Lakes Park.
November 25: Chamber Christmas In Paris/Mistletoe Market

Place.

Paris: 
Looking For Lincoln Community

Lori’s Pins ‘n Needles
“Quilters’ Headquarters”

Just 30 minutes from Arcola

1122 North Main Street
Paris, Illinois 61944
(217) 465-5541

Email: loris@comwares.net
www.lorisviking.com

MON - THURS
9 am — 6 pm

FRIDAY
9 am — 8 pm

SATURDAY
9 am — 5 pm

Over 3000 Bolts of Fabric
Books • Patterns • Classes
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

Authorized Husqvarna Viking,
Baby Lock, & Handi Quilter

Sewing Machines Sales & Service

PARIS: EDGAR COUNTY
111 South Locust Street. Visit countryspiritshow@gmail.com or call 312-
957-1065.
March 8 - April 26: Green Mill Village Dinner Theatre’s production of

“Murder At Bunny & Clyde’s.”  Family Friendly. For more information
and tickets, call 217-268-4400.
TBA: St. John’s Fish Fry: St. John the Baptist Catholic Church annual

fish fry at Arcola Community Center.
March 17: Arcola Fire Department Annual Hog Roast: Arcola Com-

munity Center, 107 W. Main at 6 p.m. Call 217-268-4966.
March 24: Tri-County Spring Toy Auction:  Tri-County Auction Facil-

ity, 10 a.m., 650 E. CR 400 N., rural Arcola. 217-268-3444.
March 25: Tri-County Spring Consignment Auction: Tri-County Auc-

tion facility, 650 E. CR 400 N., rural Arcola. 217-268-3444.
April 7, 8, 14 &15: Arcola’s Downtown Spring Open Houses: Welcome

the coming of spring and shop Arcola for specials and unique gift-giving,
home decor and handcrafted Amish furniture on these weekends. www.ar-
colachamber.com.
April 15: Strides Against Hunger: Fundraiser for the Arcola Food

Pantry. Race/walk. Register online at runsignup.com/race/il/arcola/
stridesagainsthunger.  For more information, call 217-508-9262 or Email
kutz04@consolidated.net.
April 23: Scholastic dinner: Sponsored by the Arcola Chamber. Event

honors Arcola High School juniors & seniors who have excelled academ-
ically during the school year.  217-268-4530.
May 10 - July 26: Green Mill Village Dinner Theatre’s production of,

“Adam & Eve Go To Marriage Counseling.” Family Friendly. For more
information and tickets, call 217-268-4400.
May 29: Aikman Wildlife Adventure opens for the season. Memorial Day

Weekend - Labor Day. Park open Fridays-Mondays during season. Fri.,
Sat. and Mondays, 10 - 5, Sundays, noon - 4. Special hours after Labor
Day. www.aikmanwildlife.com or 217-259-9603. Check for special events.
June 9 &10: Raggedy Ann Gathering: Exchange merchandise, renew

Raggedy friendships and visit Arcola, once the home of Johnny Gruelle.
For list of events, call 217-268-4530 or visit www.arcolachamber.com,
also check the Raggedy Ann Gathering in Arcola on Facebook.
June 24: Pop The Top Car Show: Downtown Arcola, adjacent to

Moomaw American Hippie Memorial. Visit www.arcolachamber.com.
June 30: Arcola celebrates the 4th of July early at its annual Freedom

Celebration, 217-268-4400.
August 4 & 5: Arcola City Wide Garage Sales.  
September 6 - October 25: Green Mill Village Dinner Theatre’s pro-

duction of “Slay It Again, Sam.” Family friendly. For more information
and tickets, call 217-268-4400.
September 8, 9 and 10: 47th Annual Broom Corn Festival. Downtown

Main Street. Broom related activities, arts/crafts, free entertainment, great
food, and gigantic parade, 5K and 10K race. The event, always held the
weekend after Labor Day, honors Arcola’s position in the nineteenth cen-
tury as a center of broom corn production. Call 217-268-4530 or visit
www.arcolachamber.com.
TBA: Sun Shine Rotary Golf Outing, Kaskaskia Country Club.
November 3, 4, 10 & 11: Historic Arcola’s Downtown Holiday Open

House: Shop historic brick-paved downtown Arcola streets full of ideas
for unique gift-giving, home décor  and handcrafted Amish furniture. Pre-
view Christmas décor and take advantage of special pricing. Call 217-
268-4530 or visit www.arcolachamber.com.
November 10 & 11: Country Spirit Antique Show and Sale: Quality

dealers offering country antiques, primitives & Americana. Three locations:
Arcola Center, 107 W. Main St., Best Western PLUS, 917 Green Mill Road
(off I-57 on Rt. 133 east of the interstate), and Arcola Masonic Lodge, 111
South Locust St.  Friday 1-4 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.  For more in-
formation: visit countryspiritshow@gmail.com or call 312-957-1065.
December 2: Santa Parade: Welcome Santa to Arcola: Parade sched-

uled for Main Street Arcola.

Arcola: Continued From Page 33
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GREENVILLE: BONDCOUNTY

Located where Illinois State Route 127 intersects Interstate 70 and
where history intersects with modern, rural living is Greenville.
The county seat of Bond County, with a population of 7,000,

Greenville is an hour’s drive from St. Louis and was founded in 1815. In
its 202 years, the town’s roots in agriculture, religion and innovation have
shaped its reputation as a hard-working and caring community.

One of Greenville’s newest and brightest shining stars is Marcoot
Jersey Dairy and Creamery (526 Dudleyville Road). Operated by
the Marcoot family, several generations deep in the dairy indus-

try, the creamery has garnered
regional and national coverage
for its business model, attention
to quality and outstand-
ing product. Tours of the
farm’s cheese-making
operations and dairy
barns are available year-
round, Monday through
Saturday.
Much like Marcoot

Cream ery, the Family Vine, as its name suggests, is a family-owned
winery serving top-notch wine products to go along with its in-
spired menu. A glass of blackberry wine, an oven-fired pizza and
great friends make for an incredible summer evening overlooking
the Gan family vineyard.
If history is your thing, Greenville has plenty.  Start your journey

with a trip to the American Farm Heritage Museum, located on Mu-
seum Avenue parallel to Interstate 70. The home-grown museum
provides a hands-on historic view of American farming with an
array of historic equipment. The museum is also home to the Amer-
ican Heritage Railroad, a 15-inch gauge passenger train, as well as
a replica of Hill’s Fort, an early 19th century settlement that served
as the first county seat.
In addition to Greenville’s strong agricultural history, the com-

munity is steeped in education. For a look back at learning in the
city’s early years, visit the one-room school house where a lessons
are taught from age zero to 109. The museum, located at Beau-

mont Avenue and Wyatt Street, is open by appointment.
The history of Greenville isn’t limited just to agriculture and education.

Many of the legends of American history spent time here. A historical
marker remembers the 1858 visit of Abraham Lincoln during his U.S. Sen-
ate Campaign. In 1980, Ronald Regan’s presidential run brought the Illi-
nois native to the downtown square and filled the city’s streets from

sidewalk to sidewalk.
Greenville College, soon to be Greenville

University, was founded in 1855 as an all-female
school with the name of Almira College. That
original building still stands in the shadows of
the current Greenville College campus at 315 E.
College, but has found a newer calling. The
unique building houses the Richard W. Bock
Sculpture museum.  Bock’s sculptures were
often incorporated into the work of architect
Frank Lloyd Wright.
Much like education, the arts are the identity

of Greenville. The town’s Common Ground Art
Guild is home to some of the region’s most
unique and talented artists. The Greenville Col-
lege Factory Theatre showcases the best and
brightest actors and singers from the college as
well as community members. The calendar year
is dotted with art events for all tastes and ages.
Perhaps the most unique place to visit in

Greenville is the DeMoulin Museum. Celebrating its 125th year of op-
eration, the homegrown company began in 1892 and is one of the world
leaders in marching band uniform manufacturing. While many of the
uniforms are regularly featured in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade
and the Parade of Roses annually, it’s the start of the company that is
truly remarkable. The origin of DeMoulin Bros. & Co. began in the field

Greenville: Museums, Antique And 
Specialty Shopping Awaits Visitors
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2016 Greenville Graffiti Car Show.

Marcoot Jersey Dairy & Creamery

Above John Goldsmith is giving a tour at the DeMoulin Museum.
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GREENVILLE: BONDCOUNTY of initiation devices for fraternal lodges throughout the United
States. The museum’s unique collection is certain to raise eye-
brows and trigger laughter.
For more history, tourists can visit the Bond County His-

torical Society’s Hoiles-Davis Museum at 318 W. Winter
Street, where it showcases artifacts from the American Civil
War, vintage clothing and toys and ephemera related to local
history.
Throughout the year, Greenville becomes Americana. Each

Father’s Day Weekend, the downtown fills with the roar of big
motors and shines with the colors of muscle cars when the in-
creasingly popular Greenville Graffiti car show overcomes the
senses. The event attracts some of the best cars in the Metro-
East annually, and one never knows what celebrity will be the
next to visit.  From Roscoe P. Coltrane (James Best) to Ellie
May (Donna Douglas) to the crew from Happy Days, they’ve
all received the key to the city.
Every day, Greenville offers a unique variety of antique and

specialty shopping in the downtown area. Drop in the Globe
Theatre for a show, by Watson’s Drug Store for any need or
any number of the downtown restaurants to fill your belly.
Enjoy the sights and sounds of nature at Governor Bond

Lake, Kingsbury Park District’s nature preserve or historic and
beautiful Patriot’s Park.

For more information, visit greenvilleilchamber.org,
greenvilleillinois.com or call 844-404-9272.

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS ON THE WEB:
American Farm Heritage Museum

www.americanfarmheritagemuseum.com.

Bond County Fair: www.bondcofair.com.
Bond County Historical Society: www.bondcountyhistorical.org.
The Family Vine: www.facebook.com/thefamilyvinewinery.
Kingsbury Park District: www.kingsburyparkdistrict.com.

Marcoot Jersey Creamery: www.marcootjerseycreamery.com.
Richard W. Bock Museum: Greenville.edu/about/visit/bock-museum.html.

Our Common Ground Artist Guild: www.ocgarts.org.
Greenville Factory Theatre: www.facebook.com/gcfactorytheatre/.
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Standing in the foyer of the Old State Capitol, one might expect a
young Abraham Lincoln to come bounding down the winding stair-
case after a House of Representatives session. The oldest remaining

state capitol building in Illinois is located at the intersection of the National
Road (U.S. 40) and U.S. Route 51 in the city of Vandalia. The restored build-
ing welcomes visitors who want to experience the
early years of Lincoln’s career (1834-1839).
Ten new Lincoln Wayside Exhibits have been

erected downtown at Rogier Park and the Old
State Cemetery. These story boards feature little
known facts from President Lincoln’s life and
times in Vandalia. Visitors may not know that
Lincoln proposed to a woman named Mary
Owens before he met Mary Todd, or that Lin-
coln and Stephen Douglas first met here. Also,
Lincoln’s first official stand against slavery was
in Vandalia. The Vandalia Statehouse is open
May through Labor Day, Tuesday through Sat-
urday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. post
Labor Day.
Located across the street from the capitol is

Lincoln Park, featuring a life-size bronze statue
of Abraham Lincoln designed by world-
renowned Lincoln sculptor, John McClarey. 
Directly north of the old Capitol is the Fayette

County Museum, located in the historic Presby-
terian Church built in 1867. The building is on
the National Register of Historic Places and
houses Lincoln-era memorabilia and artifacts of
the people living in the county.  Of special in-
terest is an original paper press from the Capitol,
and visitors can hold a hand tool traced back to
Mr. Lincoln that is etched with the initials, “A.L.”  The museum is open
Monday through Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
One block west on 5th Street, visitors can see the only National Road In-

terpretive Center in Illinois. The National Road was the first and only to-
tally federally funded road in the country. Here visitors can learn the history
of travel and transportation in the early days of the country. The Center re-
minds visitors that Vandalia was the terminus of the National Road, which
began in Baltimore, MD. The Center routinely adds exhibits to its fine col-
lection. The Interpretive Center is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
On the corner of the Old State Capitol Lawn visitors can find the

Madonna of the Trail Statue. This is one of 12 statues in the United States
on the National Road honoring the pioneer women who walked behind the
wagons to open the west. The statues were donated by the Daughters of the
American Revolution (DAR) and dedicated in 1928 and 1929.
Vandalia isn’t just a place for history buffs or those seeking heritage in-

formation, it is also a thriving community of quaint shops, new restaurants,
period style lights and benches, making for a relaxing downtown experi-
ence. Downtown shops include: Country Folk, Something Special Florist,
Old Capitol Wine Cellar, L&M Antiques, The Turning Leaf, Tiger Lily,
and Words, Wicks and Wood.  Downtown restaurants are Capitol View
Steakhouse, Gallatin Street Grille, and for dessert, the Yum Yum Shoppe.
In addition, there are five hotels, cabins, a bed and breakfast and plenty of
other interesting places to shop and dine throughout the city.
Just south of the downtown area visitors can walk along the former

historic Illinois Central Railroad to the beautiful scenery that is the

Kaskaskia River. Visitors can enter the trail behind the Fayette County
Health Department at 416 W. Edwards Street. They can enjoy the “Did
You Know” signs that are spread throughout the trail to learn the his-
tory of the railroad, and about Abraham Lincoln’s involvement with the
railroad in Vandalia.

While staying in Vandalia, visit The Dutch
Prairie Mennonite Shops and Settlement Area,
which are southeast of Vandalia and home to
many cottage industries. Handcrafted items are
produced at more than 20 businesses on the
prairie, including fruits, flowers, vegetables,
handmade cabinets, furniture and rugs. A vari-
ety of repair shops, harness and tack and other
services can also be found, along with a country
store that serves homemade lunches Monday
through Saturday with its Saturday special being
the amazing soft pretzels.
Lake Vandalia, northwest of the city on

Illinois Route 185, is a 660-acre lake with
swimming, camping, boating/fishing facili-
ties, and nature walks that the entire family
can enjoy. The beach has a bathhouse and
picnic area. Many fishing tournaments are
conducted each year, as well as the Lions
Club Fireworks on the weekend nearest to the
4th of July. Camping at the lake is available
May through mid-October.
Ramsey Lake State Park, 12 miles north of the

city, has more than 1,900 acres for hunting, fish-
ing, hiking, horseback riding, snowmobiling,
camping, picnicking and more. There are shel-
ters, cabins and trailer spaces for rent. A small

concession business is located in the park.
In addition, Vandalia has multiple day spas and Indian Springs Golf

Course. Foresee Winery, the Buckstop 3-D Archery, and Sandy Run Hunt
Co., a hunting club with upland bird hunting and trophy whitetail, are also
in the area. At Sandy Run, special birds are chokers, pheasants, and quail.
Dogs can be provided. The Kaskaskia Supply fire breathing dragon can be
visited at Veterans Avenue and Rock Island Avenue. Visitors can also enjoy
more than 60 acres of parks and walking trails in the area.

For a complete calendar of events, call 618-283-2728, 
or visit www.vandaliaillinois.com.  

2017 Vandalia Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for
specific information and additional activities.

April 1-30: Taste on National Road. Sample food brought to the Illi-
nois Prairie on the National Road. Receive a cookbook. Donation.  Spon-
sored by National Road Association of Illinois. Mary Truitt, 618-283-9380.
April 1-30: Special Celebration for Easter. Special displays of family

bibles, local church histories, baby christening gowns. Fayette County Mu-
seum 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Saturday.Patty Marler, 618-283-
4866.
April 13-18: Fayette County School Children Art Show. K-12 student art

work. Monday through Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Artworks Gallery,
301 W. Main St. Marilyn Beyes, 618-283-4866.
May 1-8: Tourism Week. Visit the 21 kiosks (storyboards) on the Na-

Vandalia: Lincoln And Other Historical Sites, 
Parks And Shopping

VANDALIA: FAYETTE COUNTY
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Looking for Lincoln? 
A visit to Vandalia is a must.
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tional Road in Illinois and learn about the “Road that Built the Nation.”
Mary Truitt, 618-283-9380.
May 1-31: Special Display for Mothers Day. Women in World War I

and World War II. To honor veterans. Donation. Fayette County Museum.
Sponsored by Historical Vandalila, Inc. Patty Marler, 618-283-4866.
May 5: Glo Bingo. Bingo games played in black light with emcee call-

ing umbers. Glo hats, dabbers are included in ticket price. Other items
available for purchase. Vandalia Moose Lodge, 328 S. 3rd St. from 5:30
to 10:30 p.m. Fee $25. Sherry Hawkins, 6188-283-1414.
May 20: National Road Kiosk Anniversary. 431 Gallation St. Mary Tru-

itt, 618-283-9380.
June 1-30: Special Display for Fathers Day. Honor fathers and June

weddings over the ages. Fayette County Museum, 301 W. Main St. Patty
Marler, 618-283-4866.
June 3: Treasures on the Trail. “Yard Sales” at Antique Shops in towns

along the National Road from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Along U.S. Highway 40 in
Illinois. Sponsored by National Road Association of Illinois, 431 W. Gal-
latin St. Mary Truitt, 618-283-9380.
June 16, 17: Grande Levee. Festival honoring persons who developed

the state. Friday evening will have kick-off of the Grande Levee with the
annual ham and bean dinner on the Vandalia Statehouse grounds. Music
entertainment provided. Saturday artisans display period crafts of 1800s.
Kahok Dancers featured. Music, food, souvenirs. Event hours: Friday from
5 to 9 p.m., Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Location: 315 W. Gallatin.
Sponsored by Illinois Preservation Agency and Vandalia Historical Soci-
ety. Kim Lake, 618-283-1161.
June 16, 17: Car Show – Horseless carriages through the decades.

Model Ts to 2017 cars. Fee: $15 per car. Registration from 8 a.m. to noon.
Judging held at 1 p.m. Awards at 4 p.m. Fundraiser for Walldogs Mural
Committee. Location: Gallatin Street. Bill Hoselhorst, 616-918-9485.
June 17-25: Fayette County Town & Country Art Show and Profes-

sional Artists Show. Amateur, adult and youth art in Town & Country
Show; professional art in Professional Show. Monday through Saturday,
9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Sunday 1 to 4 p.m. Artworks Gallery, 301 W. Main St.
Marilyn Beyes, 618-2183-4866.
June 29-31: Carnival. Sponsored by Vandalia Lions Club. Late after-

noon. Vandalia Lake, Rte. 185NW. Bette Stolte,618-283-3529.
July 1: Vandalia Lions Club Fireworks Display. Vandalia Lake, Rte.

185NW, at dusk.
July 1-31: Special Displays for 4th of July. Featuring drive-in theaters,

Illinois Native Americans. Fayette County Museum, 301 W. Main St.
Patty Marler,t 618-283-4866.
July 10-16: Fayette County Fair. Brownstown Fairgrounds, 386 Cum-

berland Road. For more information, call 618-427-5285 or visit
www.fayettecoufair.org.
July 15, 16: Lincoln Heritage Festival. Saturday: Dramatization & pag-

eants portraying citizens and dignitaries of Capitol area; Civil War re-en-
actors; 1800s baseball; food vendors; children’s activities. From 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Rogier Park.  Festivities continue with “Lincoln Civil War Ball,”
public dance, live music. From 8 to 10 p.m., American Legion Hall, 321
S. 7th St. Sunday: Horse and carriage rides, pony rides, music, vendors,
9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. Civil War skirmishes at 2 p.m. Rogier Park, W. Fill-
more St. Sandra Leidner, 618-283-2176.
July 15: Visit Mr. Lincoln. Mr. Lincoln will be visiting Illinois oldest

capitol, 315 W. Gallatin St. from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Susan Williams, 618-
283-1161.
July 15: Lincoln’s Visit on the National Road. Learn about Lincoln, the

lawyer, on the National Road, 315 W. Gallatin. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. National
Road Interpretive Center, 106 S. Fifth St. Mary Truitt at 618-283-9380.
August 25, 26: St. Peter Prairie Days. Friday night live entertainment

in Community Park. Saturday: Parade at 1 p.m., live entertainment, other
activities. Matt Hoover, 618-322-0708.
December TBA: Statehouse Candlelight Open House. 
December 2: Soroptimist Breakfast with Santa. From 8 to 10 a.m., St.

James Lutheran Church.

Vandalia Statehouse
Early Lincoln Sites

Museums & Galleries
Historic National Road
Restaurants & Lodging

Golf Courses
Parks, Lakes & Trails

VANDALIA HAS IT!

For a Schedule of Events or a FREE Brochure:
VandaliaIllinois.com  618.283.2728
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Conveniently located between Springfield,
IL, and St. Louis, MO, Jacksonville is a
thriving community rich in historical

treasures, unparalleled educational institutions,
growing businesses, and hospitality all its own.
For the history lovers, the city’s rich heritage

includes numerous interesting sites that help
make the past relevant to all generations. Come
follow in the footsteps of Abraham Lincoln
through historic Jacksonville.  See the actual
places and hear the real stories of Lincoln as told
by his friends and associates while Looking for
Lincoln in Jacksonville. Visit one of the many
Underground Railroad sites, including Wood-
lawn Farm and also some of the historic homes. 
Jacksonville was one of the many stations

along the Underground Railroad and one of the
busiest during the mid-1800s. Although most are
private residences, many of the homes used in
the Underground Railroad can still be seen in
Jacksonville, including Woodlawn Farm, the
showcase homestead of Jacksonville’s extensive
Underground Railroad network, which you can
experience first-hand. Lastly, a trip to Jacksonville is not complete
without a visit to the historic Gov. Joseph Duncan Mansion, the only
governor’s mansion still standing in the state (other than Springfield,
of course).
For visitors who would like to explore their “artsy” side, visit the

beautiful grand structure of the David Strawn Art Gallery. This gallery
features monthly changing art exhibits and permanent collections,
which include displays of Miriam Cowgur Allen doll collections. The
Jacksonville Symphony Society is one of the top orchestras in the
state, and visitors can even catch a live theater production at the Play-
house on the Square.
No visit in Jacksonville is complete without visiting the newly restored

downtown. Visitors will find entertainment, dining and shopping all in
the heart of this downtown community.   
There is no lack of sports and recreation in the Jacksonville area. Mul-

tiple golf courses, an award winning lake for fishing, parks, campgrounds
and athletic opportunities are just moments away. Visitors will find lots to
do, both night and day.
Staying one night or even a week? Jacksonville offers national brand

hotels as well as a locally-owned bed and breakfast in the historical

part of town. Want to camp? Jacksonville offers
that, too. There are three great locations that in-
dividuals and/or families can enjoy. All provide
a good night’s sleep.
Choices are numerous and visitors will be

sure to have fun (and maybe even learn a few
things, too).
Further information is available by calling the

Jacksonville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
at 800-593-5678 or visit jacksonvilleil.org.

2017 Jacksonville Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead
for specific information and additional activities. 

Every Friday June 2-August 4: Jacksonville
Main Street’s Summer FREE Concert Series.
Downtown Jacksonville. 
June 23-25: Crazy Horse Bluegrass Festival.

Crazy Horse Campground.  
July 3, 4: 4th of July Celebration & Parade.

Nichols Park. Two-day celebration beginning at 6
p.m. on July 3 and ending after fireworks on July 4.

Parade, concessions, kids’ events, live entertainment, fireworks, and more.
July 12-16: Annual Morgan County Fair. Morgan County Fairgrounds.

Games, rides, and big band entertainment. Check calendar at www.jack-
sonvilleil.org for concert information. 
July 28, 29: River Country Quilt Show. Jacksonville High School. 
August 3: DAR Annual Ice Cream Social. Lawn of Gov. Duncan Man-

sion. Benefits the maintenance/refurbishing of the mansion. 
August 4, 5: Jacksonville Main Street’s Art Fair on the Square.

Downtown Jacksonville. 
August 5: Jacksonville Main Street’s Craft Brew Festival. Down-

town Jacksonville. 
September 2-4: 19th Annual Prairieland Chautauqua. First Chris-

tian Church.
September 16: 33rd Annual Cruise Nite and Car Show. 
September 22-24: 48th Annual Prairie Land Heritage Museum Steam

Show & Fall Festival Days. Prairie Land Heritage Grounds. 
October 7: Oktoberfest. Morgan County Fairgrounds. 
October 21: Jacksonville Main Street’s Pumpkin Festival. Downtown

Jacksonville. 
December 3: Pilot Club’s 34th Annual Holiday Home Tour.

Jacksonville: Rich In Treasures For History Lovers

JACKSONVILLE: MORGANCOUNTY

Experience real stories of Lincoln.
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Litchfield, IL, is conveniently lo-
cated on Interstate 55 and Route
66, 45 miles south of Springfield,

IL, and 60 miles north of St. Louis, MO.
This tourist destination satisfies the needs
of both nature lovers and Route 66 fans.
While traveling Route 66, visitors will

not want to miss the opportunity to stop at
Litchfield. Grab a doughnut at Jubelt’s
Bakery & Restaurant, which has provided
tasty treats to Mother Road visitors since
1922, or have a delicious meal at the Aris-
ton Cafe�, one of the oldest restaurants along
Route 66. After dining, visitors can walk
across the street and immerse themselves
in Route 66 and local history at the Litch-
field Museum & Route 66 Welcome Center. People cruising the Mother
Road on motorcycles are invited to make a pit stop at Niehaus Cycle
Sales, which is just down the road. As dusk approaches experience a
true drive-in movie at the Litchfield Skyview Drive-In, the oldest con-
tinuously operated drive-in on Route 66. Visitors can also stop and view
the roadside exhibit, and take a picture of themselves with the giant
screen in the background.
When venturing into the heart of Litchfield’s historic downtown, vis-

itors will see the Litchfield Carnegie Library, completed in 1905. The
library maintains its original fac�ade and renovations in 1995 allow the
library to utilize all three floors of the building.
Visitors can grab their binoculars as well as their cameras and head

5 miles west of Route 66 into the heart of Litchfield and visit Lake Lou
Yaeger. There visitors will be engulfed by the picturesque scenery of a
1,400 acre public lake complete with picnic areas in multiple locations.
Self-guided hiking trails are available in Shoal Creek Conservation
Area. Campgrounds for both RVs and tents, and personal cabins are
available for renting. Lake Lou Yaeger is equipped with horse trails
and a newly renovated equestrian campground. Lake Lou Yaeger has
two marinas for easy boat access, many points for shore fishing, and
Milnot Beach for swimmers and sun bathers.
�

2017 Litchfield Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for specific information and additional

activities. For full calendar of events log on to www.VisitLitchfield.com/events.

April-October: Litchfield Pickers Market: Vintage & Antique Market.
Second Sunday of the month, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Downtown Litch-
field. Call 866-733-5833, or email tourism@cityoflitchfieldil.com, or visit
www.VisitLitchfield.com.
June 10: Blue Carpet Corridor: Route 66 Celebration. From 8 a.m. to

5 p.m. Litchfield Museum & Route 66 Welcome Center. Call 866-733-
5833, or email tourism@cityoflitchfieldil.com, or visit www.VisitLitch-
field.com.
July 1: 5K Freedon Fun Run/Walk. Lake Lou Yaeger, 7:30 a.m. Call

866-533-5833 or email tourism@cityof litchfield.com
July 4: Independence Day Firework Display. Lake Lou Yaeger, Marina

1 at 9:30 p.m. Call 866-533-5833, email tourism@cityoflitchfieldil.com.
or visit www.VisitLitchfield.com.
July 15: Big Dawg Dare: 5K Mud Run/Obstacle Course. Wolff Farms

at 8 a.m. Call 217-246-2895 or email bigdawgdare@hotmail.com, or visit
www.bigdawgdare.com.
July 21-22: Party in the Park Festival. Downtown Litchfield, 400 N.

State St. Friday from 5 to 11 p.m. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 11
p.m.Visit www.litchfieldchamber.com, or call 217-324-2533, or email
info@litchfieldchamber.com.

September 8-10: RC Jet Rally: Remote
Control Jet Rally. Litchfield Municipal Air-
port from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Visit www.litch-
fieldil.com/airport, or call 217-899-4679,
or email airport@litchfieldil.com.
September 10: Litchfield TriathLou:

Triathlon. Lake Lou Yeager Beach House,
8 a.m. Call 317-625-2223 or email
events@racemaker.org or visit www.race-
maker.org/event/litchfield-triathlou-triathlon.
September 22-24: Golden Eagle In-

tertribal Powwow. Friday from noon to
8 p.m. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Dancing
starts at 1 p.m. daily. Lake Lou Yaeger
Picnic Area 4. Call 217-851-2206, or

email tinamsimpson.simpsonair@gmail.com.
October 7, 8:West Fork Encampment. Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sunday from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Lake Lou Yaeger. Call 866-733-5833,
or email tourism@cityoflitchfieldil.com, or visit www.VisitLitchfield.com.
October 7: Deep Rock Car Cruise. Litchfield Route 66 Museum at 2

p.m. Rain date, October 14. Call 217-532-5253, or email deeprock-
cruise@gmail.com, or visit www.facebook.com/stewartsdeeprock/.
October 22: Route 66 Half Marathon, 5K, Mile Dash. 8 a.m. Litch-

field Skyview Drive In Theater. Call 317-625-2223 or email
events@racemaker.org or visit www.racemaker.org/event/litchfield-
route-66-half marathon.

www.VisitLitchfield.com  866-733-5833 
 

LITCHFIELD: MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Litchfield: A Great Destination For Nature Lovers & Route 66 Fans

The Litchfield Museum & Route 66 Welcome Center
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Galesburg, a wonderful
destination in the heart of
the Midwest, is afford-

able, contemporary and nostalgic
all at once. Walk in the footsteps
of Abraham Lincoln and visit “Old
Main” at Knox College, the site of
the fifth Lincoln-Douglas debate.
The newly renovated Alumni Hall
includes a wonderful museum of
artifacts in the Heritage Center.
Then, visit the birthplace and

museum of Pulitzer Prize winning
Lincoln biographer Carl Sandburg.
Walk in the Standish Park Arbore-
tum and enjoy the tree-lined
streets filled with Victorian-style homes and friendly Midwesterners.
Seminary Street Historic District in downtown Galesburg is filled

with unique shops, fine dining, and is a short distance from the Am-
trak Depot, Railroad Museum and newly redesigned Discovery Depot
Children’s Museum. Visitors will find the Vaudeville-era Orpheum
Theatre, the Galesburg Antique Mall, the Galesburg Civic Art Center
and many wonderful pubs and restaurants.
Galesburg is a wonderful destination for foodies. Unique local

restaurants range from fine dining to home cooked meals. Galesburg
was chosen as one of America’s “30 great small towns for food
lovers,” by Top Value Reviews.
Galesburg is a rail fan’s paradise with one of the largest hump yards

in the world. Peck Park has over 150 trains a day on two intersecting
tracks that present unique photo opportunities.
Outdoor adventures are also plentiful at Lake Storey Recreational

Area that features fishing, camping, beach swimming, paddle boats,
walking trails and an outdoor water park. Snake Den Hollow State
Wildlife Area has 2,500 acres to hunt, fish or hike. There are also three
public and several private golf courses in the area.
Galesburg is easy to find on Interstate 74. Travelers from the East

Coast, West Coast and Chicago can
visit by Amtrak.
To learn more, visit the Gales-

burg Area Convention & Visitors
Bureau on Facebook, Twitter, at
www.visitgalesburg.com, or call
800-916-3330.

2017 Galesburg 
Calendar of Events

Dates are subject to change. Please
call ahead for specific information

and additional activities.

April 4-8: Rootabaga Jazz Festi-
val. Fat Fish Pub, 158 N. Broad St.,

Orpheum Theatre and Galesburg Public Library.
April 27-29: Carl Sandburg Days. 22nd annual festival. Includes three

days of literary, history, sporting and children’s events.
June 4: Run Galesburg Run. Half mar athon, 5k, and 1 mile options.

Starts and ends in downtown Galesburg. www.rungalesburgrun.com.
June 17: Semi Truck Cruise In. Knox County Fair Grounds in

Knoxville will host the 3rd Annual Western Illinois Semi Truck Cruise-in.
June 17, 18: More on 34. 100-plus miles of yard sales through seven

counties from Sandwich, IL, to Galesburg.
June 15-17: Galesburg Juneteenth Festival.  Variety of events. 
June 22-25: Galesburg Railroad Days. 40th annual event celebrating

the city’s railroad heritage. More than 40 events — most of them free.  
July 5-9: Knox County Fair. Knox County Fairgrounds.
July 27: Taste of Galesburg. Sample food from numerous area restau-

rants, live entertainment and beer garden.
July 28-30: Great Balloon Race. Color-filled weekend of 25-plus hot

air balloons flying overhead.
August 18, 19: River 2 River Cruise Night. Vintage cars, street rods,

trucks, antiques, special interest vehicles, cruise on Main St., Friday night.
August 18-20:Galesburg Heritage Days. Featuring Civil War Battle re-

enactments and Pre-1840s Rendezvous. 
September 4-9: National Stearman Fly-In.

Annual event that hosts the largest gathering of
Stearman bi-planes in the world.
September 9: Monarch Migration Festival.

Migrate to the Lakeside Nature Center for a day
of activities, education and fun events concern-
ing Monarch butterflies. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call
309-345-3683.
October 7, 8, 14, 15: Knox County Scenic

Drive. Enjoy historic sites, displays, demonstra-
tions and country cooking.
November 25, 26: Christmas Begins at Wal-

nut Grove Farm. Friday through Sunday. Al-
ways the weekend after Thanksgiving on Knox
Station Road in Knoxville.  Festive music, sim-
mering foods, a visit with St. Nicholas and more.
November 30: Festival of Trees — Discovery

Depot. An annual adult-only evening full of fes-
tive holiday spirit.
December 9: Galesburg Express – Believe in

the Magic. Delightful for children of all ages.
Polar Express themed open house for downtown
businesses on Dec.9,  from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Galesburg: Lincoln-Douglas Debate Site, Historical Downtown

GALESBURG: KNOX COUNTY

Galesburg is a rail fan’s paradise.
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The “Bucket List” trend has been growing, and that list of things to do
before we no longer have the chance, will include many different
things for as many different people. However, there are a few items

that should be on everyone’s proverbial bucket list, and a trip to Pontiac, IL,
is just one of those special things. 

Some will make the trip down historic Route 66 while they are young
enough to do all of the wild and crazy things youngsters are likely to try.
Others will be just starting off their years of retirement and that long-awaited
trip on the American Mother Road is finally on the top of that bucket list. Or
perhaps those explorers will try to do the entire route in just a week’s worth
of vacation time. It really doesn’t matter how young or old, or how much
time you have, a stop in Pontiac will make your bucket list trip worthwhile.
Pontiac is located just 100 miles south of Chicago and 100 miles north of

Springfield in Central Illinois. By car the city is accessible via Interstate 55
or Historic Route 66. By rail, Amtrak makes several daily stops in Pontiac,
with the train depot located just a few blocks from the city center. 
The city offers interesting places to see and a wide variety of things to do.

There are four spectacular museums in Pontiac: The Route 66 Association of
Illinois Hall of Fame and Museum, the Pontiac-Oakland Automobile Mu-
seum and Resource Center, the Livingston County War Museum, and the
Museum of Gilding Arts featuring the history of gold and silver leaf manu-
facture and use. Add to those attractions more than 20 painted outdoor mu-
rals, the Pontiac Art Cars, the Walldog Mural and Sign Art exhibit, the Life
in the 1940s exhibit, and so much more. Pontiac has nine Looking for Lin-
coln story boards, five Route 66 heritage sites, and a downtown shopping
district with some breathtaking historic architecture featuring one of the
state’s most beautiful county courthouses.
Recently added to Pontiac’s list of attractions is the Eagle Performing Arts

and Conference Center. A 1930s era movie house has been lovingly refur-
bished to become the central focus of the performing arts in the area.  Din-
ner theater, musicals, dramas, dance, and music groups will grace the stage
of the Eagle, and the space is flexible enough to accommodate conferences,
meetings, special events and more.
For outdoor adventurists, Pontiac has wonderful city parks and the

Humiston Woods Nature Center. Humiston Woods is 335 acres of hard-
wood forest and 8 acres of restored prairie along the Vermilion River.
The Nature Center offers 7 trails, 2 pavilions, 4 picnic areas, a fishing
pond, a canoe dock, and includes 3 handicapped-accessible areas. For
the sports enthusiast, there is a disc golf course, two traditional golf
courses, baseball fields, boating and fishing on the Vermillion River and
other sporting venues. Visitors will also enjoy strolling across the river

on one of the city’s three pedestrian suspension bridges.
Downtown shopping is always fun in Pontiac. Whether looking for an-

tiques and collectibles, or the perfect souvenir of Route 66, the stores around
the courthouse square have some exciting choices. New to the Pontiac shop-
ping experience is the Pontiac Charm Trail. Visitors can create a keepsake
charm bracelet as they travel from store to store. With over 25 different
charms available, each priced at $3 or less, the Charm Trail has proven to be
a “Charming way to explore the shops of Pontiac.”
Annual events in Pontiac include the Red Carpet Corridor Festival, the

GTOAA Regional Cruise and Car Show, the Threshermen’s Reunion and the
Threshermen’s Blue Grass Festival. There are also a number of retail sales
events planned throughout the year.
Pontiac is happy to welcome both individual adventurers as well as travel

groups. For more information on Pontiac, visit, www.visitpontiac.org. Once
in Pontiac, visitors can pick up maps, brochures and other local information
at any of the city’s four museums. Every traveler should be sure to get a Pon-
tiac VIP button to take advantage of special discounts with local merchants.

2017 Pontiac Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities.

May 6, 7: 11th Annual Red Carpet Corridor Festival.
August 30-September 4: Annual Threshermen’s Reunion.
September 16, 17: GTOAA Regional Cruise and Car Show.
September 21-23: 24th Annual Threshermen’s Bluegrass Music Festival.

By Car Or Rail, Pontiac Is A ‘Bucket List’ Destination

PONTIAC: LIVINGSTONCOUNTY

815-844-5847  · www.visitpontiac.org 

For information on attractions, tours or retail space  
available in downtown Pontiac, contact: 

 

The 1875 Livingston County Courthouse is the centerpiece 
of Pontiac’s historic retail shopping district.
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Looking for a trip that takes
you to the roots of whole-
some country life, with

large and small farms dotting the
landscape? This trip could include
unique shopping experiences, his-
toric homes or dirt-track racing.
Do you want a taste of a life that is
uniquely-separated from the hec-
tic, chaotic world most know?
Take a trip to Fairbury. Visit

this small town in the heart of Illi-
nois, surrounded by family farms
and situated conveniently be-
tween Bloomington, Peoria,
Champaign and Kankakee,
flanked by two major inter-
states (Interstates 55 and
57), with a renowned and
historic National Highway
(Route 24) running right
through its middle.
Although lively in its

own right, Fairbury boasts a
tranquility that can only be
imagined in many places in the world, and is only a 15-minute drive from
Pontiac, the center of historic Route 66 museums and memorabilia.
With local farmers weekly supplying farm-raised products to award-

winning Chicagoland restaurants, this is a place where people live close
to the land. Beautiful sunsets and sunrises are an every-day occurrence.
Birds and wildlife skirt around its edges, and history comes to life.
Add to all this, recreational resources that include parks, fair grounds

with a dynamic, nationally-known stock car race track, a swimming pool,
a golf course, a bowling facility, a museum, a well-appointed library, and
a sprawling wooded nature preserve. All together, these create a multitude
of amenities — Fairbury’s formula for success in “small town” living.

Visit The Farm:
Visiting the farm is a highlight as it will take you back in time a bit to an

era where folks lived quietly and independently. More than 45 small farms,
nestled throughout the coun-
tryside, weekly provide over
100 Chicagoland restaurants
with farm-raised products.
Every week, multiple

shipments are transported to
these “farm to table” restau-
rants and the locally raised
food is enjoyed by the folks
in the city.
Some of these chefs peri-

odically come down to Fair-
bury where from June to

October, one of the farms offers a
four-course chef prepared dinner.
This dinner is paired with a tour that
introduces you to the people behind
the product and the product itself,
from start to finish.
A couple working farms offer

tours and products that are all pro-
duced locally with pride. Tour the
barns and walk the barn yards, and
you can see Jersey cows, chickens,
goats, Berkshire hogs, lambs,
turkeys, rabbits, and all of the ani-
mals that are synonymous with rural
farm life.
Visit the country store where local

products are sold, and you can see
how shopping was done in the day
when life was simple and everyone

knew their neighbors.
This special group of farming interests also hosts the only single source

milk bottling plant in Central Illinois. Watch milk being bottled and get-
ting ready for shipment throughout the state.

Fairbury: Farm To Table Tours, Chef-Prepared
Dinners, Stock Car Racing, Historic Buildings

And Specialty Shops

Visit historic downtown Fairbury with 
its many shops and restaurants.

Tours of the Farm and
Chef-prepared dinners

using locally-raised
products.

Above: Sunset on the pasture. One of our farms
hosts the only single source milk bottling plant in

Central Illinois. Come view the bottling on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday around 8 am. 

Left: Baby goats are so interesting to watch!

Fairbury’s America’s Dirt Track:
For summertime fun there is the American Legion Speedway. It fea-

tures a quarter-mile dirt track that attracts a lot of the area’s top racing
names with thousands of fans. There is a full summer schedule that is dot-
ted with special big money racing events that brings them in from all over
the map.

The track and stands are in the Fairbury Fairgrounds. It is a spacious
and well-appointed facility that is comfortable and easily accessible, and
it has all the necessary accompaniments in food and drink that you need.
For more information, visit www.fairburyspeedway.com.

Wildlife and Nature:
Out on the northeast edge of

town along Indian Creek is the
Fugate and James Woods Na-
ture Preserve. This profound
150 acres of wooded natural
terrain has been protected and
cared for to preserve the native
woodlands and prairie indige-
nous to the area.

Take a walk through some
of nature’s finest displays,
while absorbing the fresh air
and sights that only a country
setting like this can provide.
On a given day, up to 98
species of birds have been
spotted in these Woods.
Other native wildlife
abounds.

Wildflowers and native grasses are prevalent,
and the public is invited to enjoy, discover, listen
and explore. There are plenty of trails to take you
on an adventure to see how the land and the
wildlife that goes with it, used to look. Spending
time there allows people to immerse themselves
in the beauty of nature and the joys
of the beautiful and simple things of
life. For more information, visit
www.fugatewoods.org.

Indian Creek Country Club:
This golf course offers nine chal-

lenging holes of golf along mean-
dering Indian Creek, a driving range,
practice greens, electric and pull cart
rental, a club house with a restau-
rant, bar, and banquet facilities.

What a great way to spend some
time moving through some of the
nicest manicured landscape you’ll
find anywhere. For more informa-
tion, visit www.indiancreekcc.net.

Above: Fairbury’s America’s
Dirt Track’s Saturday 

night races from May to 
September attract top 

racing names with huge
crowds of fans. 

Left: Aerial view of the city
with the racetrack at the

center of the photo.

Nine hole golf course
with clubhouse, 

restaurant and bar.

Woods during 
different seasons, 

complete with trails,
benches and picnic

area - flush with 
bluebells in the

springtime!

FAIRBURY : LIVINGSTONCOUNTY
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Looking for a trip that takes
you to the roots of whole-
some country life, with

large and small farms dotting the
landscape? This trip could include
unique shopping experiences, his-
toric homes or dirt-track racing.
Do you want a taste of a life that is
uniquely-separated from the hec-
tic, chaotic world most know?
Take a trip to Fairbury. Visit

this small town in the heart of Illi-
nois, surrounded by family farms
and situated conveniently be-
tween Bloomington, Peoria,
Champaign and Kankakee,
flanked by two major inter-
states (Interstates 55 and
57), with a renowned and
historic National Highway
(Route 24) running right
through its middle.
Although lively in its

own right, Fairbury boasts a
tranquility that can only be
imagined in many places in the world, and is only a 15-minute drive from
Pontiac, the center of historic Route 66 museums and memorabilia.
With local farmers weekly supplying farm-raised products to award-

winning Chicagoland restaurants, this is a place where people live close
to the land. Beautiful sunsets and sunrises are an every-day occurrence.
Birds and wildlife skirt around its edges, and history comes to life.
Add to all this, recreational resources that include parks, fair grounds

with a dynamic, nationally-known stock car race track, a swimming pool,
a golf course, a bowling facility, a museum, a well-appointed library, and
a sprawling wooded nature preserve. All together, these create a multitude
of amenities — Fairbury’s formula for success in “small town” living.

Visit The Farm:
Visiting the farm is a highlight as it will take you back in time a bit to an

era where folks lived quietly and independently. More than 45 small farms,
nestled throughout the coun-
tryside, weekly provide over
100 Chicagoland restaurants
with farm-raised products.
Every week, multiple

shipments are transported to
these “farm to table” restau-
rants and the locally raised
food is enjoyed by the folks
in the city.
Some of these chefs peri-

odically come down to Fair-
bury where from June to

October, one of the farms offers a
four-course chef prepared dinner.
This dinner is paired with a tour that
introduces you to the people behind
the product and the product itself,
from start to finish.
A couple working farms offer

tours and products that are all pro-
duced locally with pride. Tour the
barns and walk the barn yards, and
you can see Jersey cows, chickens,
goats, Berkshire hogs, lambs,
turkeys, rabbits, and all of the ani-
mals that are synonymous with rural
farm life.
Visit the country store where local

products are sold, and you can see
how shopping was done in the day
when life was simple and everyone

knew their neighbors.
This special group of farming interests also hosts the only single source

milk bottling plant in Central Illinois. Watch milk being bottled and get-
ting ready for shipment throughout the state.

Fairbury: Farm To Table Tours, Chef-Prepared
Dinners, Stock Car Racing, Historic Buildings

And Specialty Shops

Visit historic downtown Fairbury with 
its many shops and restaurants.

Tours of the Farm and
Chef-prepared dinners

using locally-raised
products.

Above: Sunset on the pasture. One of our farms
hosts the only single source milk bottling plant in

Central Illinois. Come view the bottling on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday around 8 am. 

Left: Baby goats are so interesting to watch!

Fairbury’s America’s Dirt Track:
For summertime fun there is the American Legion Speedway. It fea-

tures a quarter-mile dirt track that attracts a lot of the area’s top racing
names with thousands of fans. There is a full summer schedule that is dot-
ted with special big money racing events that brings them in from all over
the map.

The track and stands are in the Fairbury Fairgrounds. It is a spacious
and well-appointed facility that is comfortable and easily accessible, and
it has all the necessary accompaniments in food and drink that you need.
For more information, visit www.fairburyspeedway.com.

Wildlife and Nature:
Out on the northeast edge of

town along Indian Creek is the
Fugate and James Woods Na-
ture Preserve. This profound
150 acres of wooded natural
terrain has been protected and
cared for to preserve the native
woodlands and prairie indige-
nous to the area.

Take a walk through some
of nature’s finest displays,
while absorbing the fresh air
and sights that only a country
setting like this can provide.
On a given day, up to 98
species of birds have been
spotted in these Woods.
Other native wildlife
abounds.

Wildflowers and native grasses are prevalent,
and the public is invited to enjoy, discover, listen
and explore. There are plenty of trails to take you
on an adventure to see how the land and the
wildlife that goes with it, used to look. Spending
time there allows people to immerse themselves
in the beauty of nature and the joys
of the beautiful and simple things of
life. For more information, visit
www.fugatewoods.org.

Indian Creek Country Club:
This golf course offers nine chal-

lenging holes of golf along mean-
dering Indian Creek, a driving range,
practice greens, electric and pull cart
rental, a club house with a restau-
rant, bar, and banquet facilities.

What a great way to spend some
time moving through some of the
nicest manicured landscape you’ll
find anywhere. For more informa-
tion, visit www.indiancreekcc.net.

Above: Fairbury’s America’s
Dirt Track’s Saturday 

night races from May to 
September attract top 

racing names with huge
crowds of fans. 

Left: Aerial view of the city
with the racetrack at the

center of the photo.

Nine hole golf course
with clubhouse, 

restaurant and bar.

Woods during 
different seasons, 

complete with trails,
benches and picnic

area - flush with 
bluebells in the

springtime!
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Fairbury’s History And Historic Buildings:
Fairbury’s history started in 1857 with the TP&W railroad running a

new line from Peoria to Indiana. The railroad line allowed farmers to
ship their goods to market and agriculture thrived. By 1875 there were
12 passenger trains and numerous freight trains passing through Fair-
bury every day and by 1880 there were three coal mines, creating jobs
in Fairbury. The railroad and coal-mining industries were a perfect in-
dustrial match. The trains needed the coal to run, and the coal mine
owners needed the trains to move their coal out to the buyers.
John Marsh created the first of three coal mines. Bat Masterson worked

a few years at one of the Fairbury coal mines. He then moved west and
gained fame as a lawman in Dodge City, KS. One of Marsh’s legacies is
a beautiful wooded park on the west side of Fairbury. A newer park and
swimming pool are located on the north side of Fairbury.
Thomas Beach was a banker and business entrepreneur. In 1872, he

built a beautiful home in Fair-
bury. It is a fine example of
Italianate architecture. The
home was added to the U.S.
National Register of Historic
Places in 1983. It is estimated
that Thomas Beach was
worth $50 million in today’s
dollars. The agricultural na-
ture of the area led to the cre-
ation of the Fairbury Union
Agricultural Board in 1876
and the Fairbury Fair, now
celebrating its 140th anniver-
sary. For more information,
visit www.fairburyfair.com.
The City Hall was built in

1892 and was later added to
the National Historic Regis-
ter. Other architectural sites
include the historical 1893
Claudon Bank building,
which now hosts an attractive
restaurant/tea room, a huge
attraction in Fairbury. Dona-
tion of a library by the
Dominy family in 1904
added to the cultural needs of
the community. Still serving
the community today, the
Dominy Library’s architec-
ture is unique with its dome
roof. Many other stately
homes can be seen by driving
or taking a walking tour of
Fairbury.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.domviny-
memoriallibrary.org.
Much of Fairbury’s history

is captured in the Fairbury
Echoes Museum at 126 W. Lo-
cust St., in Fairbury. Visit the
museum for a close look at
how things were and how
Fairbury and the surrounding
area came to be what they are
today. 
For more information, visit

www.historicfairbury.com.

Unique Specialty Shops:
With over a dozen shops, “The Specialty Shops of Fairbury” provide

special events almost monthly. These events are full of discounts, sales,
sampling, and interesting spins on shopping fun that have their patrons
looking forward to each one. Many of these events are aligned with other
special events in the area, so that residents and visitors alike optimize their
time visiting Fairbury. These shops represent a vast arena of interests in-
cluding antiques, unique gifts, crafts and hobbies, groceries, country fare
and products, gently used personal and household items, greeting cards
and related message products. Plus, visitors will find plants and flowers,
special food groups, deli’s, baked goods, engraving, embroidery, and home
decor and boutique items.
You would think with all of that having a presence within the scope of

the town that you would be looking at a small city. However, it's really
just a charming small town — with only one stop light and easy access to
everything. Come for a visit. You can judge for yourself why so many
people continue to make the trip to do their shopping, looking and eating
or satisfying their recreational desires.
All in all, Fairbury is a role model for Small Town USA and is very

proud of the success that has been achieved. Come and visit. Enjoy a trip
to the country. Experience the tranquility and uniqueness of a life that is
closer to nature and the simple things, the important things. You will see
why it is not only a great place to visit, it is also a great place to live.

2017 Fairbury Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please visit

www.FairburyILAttractions.com for specific information and 
additional activities. Download a map at top left-hand corner.

MMaarrcchh 1177,, 1188:: Specialty Shops “Spring Open Houses.”
AApprriill 77,, 88:: “Meet Us in Fairbury!” Specialty Shops event 

during Dave’s BIG Meat Sale.
AApprriill 1155:: SELCAS Pancake & Sausage Breakfast.
AApprriill 2222:: Fairbury Speedway Opening Day.

AApprriill 2288,, 2299:: All-Town Garage Sales.
AApprriill 2288,, 2299:: “$2 Tag” Specialty Shops Event.

MMaayy 66:: Chamber-Sponsored Community Sale. 
MMaayy 1122,, 1133:: “Mother’s Day” Specialty Shops Event.
MMaayy 1133:: Fairbury Speedway Fan Frenzy.
JJuunnee 33:: 10th Annual Cruise-In at Marchelloni’s.
JJuunnee 33:: Indian Creek Market.

JJuunnee 2233,, 2244:: “Sizzling Summer Sales” Specialty Shops Event.
JJuunnee 2244:: UMP Summer Nationals at Fairbury Speedway.

JJuullyy 2288,, 2299:: World of Outlaws & Prairie Dirt Classic at 
Fairbury Speedway.

JJuullyy 2288,, 2299:: All-Town Garage Sales.
JJuullyy 2288,, 2299:: “Race to Fairbury” Specialty Shops Event.
JJuullyy 2299:: Indian Creek Market.

AAuugguusstt 1122:: Indian Creek Market.
AAuugguusstt 1166--1199:: Fairbury Fair.
AAuugguusstt 1166--1199:: “Ride the Shops" Specialty Shops Event.

SSeepptt.. 22:: Indian Creek Market.
SSeepptt.. 1155,, 1166:: “Fall Open House” Specialty Shops Event. 
SSeepptt.. 2299,, 3300:: All-Town Garage Sales.
SSeepptt.. 2299,, 3300:: “$2 Tag” Specialty Shops Event.
OOccttoobbeerr 66,, 77:: Sprint Mania Classic at Fairbury Speedway.

OOccttoobbeerr 2200,, 2211:: “Meet Us in Fairbury!” Specialty Shops Event during 
Dave’s BIG Meat Sale.

NNoovveemmbbeerr 66:: Specialty Shops “Holiday Open House.”
From 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

NNoovv.. 2244,, 2255:: “Black Friday/Small Business Saturday”
DDeecceemmbbeerr 22:: “Fairbury Christmas Parade Day.”
DDeecceemmbbeerr 22:: Specialty Shop’s “Shopping Celebration” Event.
DDeecceemmbbeerr 22:: Indoor Holiday Market.
DDeecceemmbbeerr 22:: Relay for Life Event.
DDeecceemmbbeerr 22:: Indian Creek Market-indoor.

Thomas Beach Home

Claudon Bank Building

Chamber-sponsored Christmas Parade

Fairbury Fair
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Fairbury’s History And Historic Buildings:
Fairbury’s history started in 1857 with the TP&W railroad running a

new line from Peoria to Indiana. The railroad line allowed farmers to
ship their goods to market and agriculture thrived. By 1875 there were
12 passenger trains and numerous freight trains passing through Fair-
bury every day and by 1880 there were three coal mines, creating jobs
in Fairbury. The railroad and coal-mining industries were a perfect in-
dustrial match. The trains needed the coal to run, and the coal mine
owners needed the trains to move their coal out to the buyers.
John Marsh created the first of three coal mines. Bat Masterson worked

a few years at one of the Fairbury coal mines. He then moved west and
gained fame as a lawman in Dodge City, KS. One of Marsh’s legacies is
a beautiful wooded park on the west side of Fairbury. A newer park and
swimming pool are located on the north side of Fairbury.
Thomas Beach was a banker and business entrepreneur. In 1872, he

built a beautiful home in Fair-
bury. It is a fine example of
Italianate architecture. The
home was added to the U.S.
National Register of Historic
Places in 1983. It is estimated
that Thomas Beach was
worth $50 million in today’s
dollars. The agricultural na-
ture of the area led to the cre-
ation of the Fairbury Union
Agricultural Board in 1876
and the Fairbury Fair, now
celebrating its 140th anniver-
sary. For more information,
visit www.fairburyfair.com.
The City Hall was built in

1892 and was later added to
the National Historic Regis-
ter. Other architectural sites
include the historical 1893
Claudon Bank building,
which now hosts an attractive
restaurant/tea room, a huge
attraction in Fairbury. Dona-
tion of a library by the
Dominy family in 1904
added to the cultural needs of
the community. Still serving
the community today, the
Dominy Library’s architec-
ture is unique with its dome
roof. Many other stately
homes can be seen by driving
or taking a walking tour of
Fairbury.  For more informa-
tion, visit www.domviny-
memoriallibrary.org.
Much of Fairbury’s history

is captured in the Fairbury
Echoes Museum at 126 W. Lo-
cust St., in Fairbury. Visit the
museum for a close look at
how things were and how
Fairbury and the surrounding
area came to be what they are
today. 
For more information, visit

www.historicfairbury.com.

Unique Specialty Shops:
With over a dozen shops, “The Specialty Shops of Fairbury” provide

special events almost monthly. These events are full of discounts, sales,
sampling, and interesting spins on shopping fun that have their patrons
looking forward to each one. Many of these events are aligned with other
special events in the area, so that residents and visitors alike optimize their
time visiting Fairbury. These shops represent a vast arena of interests in-
cluding antiques, unique gifts, crafts and hobbies, groceries, country fare
and products, gently used personal and household items, greeting cards
and related message products. Plus, visitors will find plants and flowers,
special food groups, deli’s, baked goods, engraving, embroidery, and home
decor and boutique items.
You would think with all of that having a presence within the scope of

the town that you would be looking at a small city. However, it's really
just a charming small town — with only one stop light and easy access to
everything. Come for a visit. You can judge for yourself why so many
people continue to make the trip to do their shopping, looking and eating
or satisfying their recreational desires.
All in all, Fairbury is a role model for Small Town USA and is very

proud of the success that has been achieved. Come and visit. Enjoy a trip
to the country. Experience the tranquility and uniqueness of a life that is
closer to nature and the simple things, the important things. You will see
why it is not only a great place to visit, it is also a great place to live.

2017 Fairbury Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please visit

www.FairburyILAttractions.com for specific information and 
additional activities. Download a map at top left-hand corner.

March 17, 18: Specialty Shops “Spring Open Houses.”
April 7, 8: “Meet Us in Fairbury!” Specialty Shops event 

during Dave’s BIG Meat Sale.
April 15: SELCAS Pancake & Sausage Breakfast.
April 22: Fairbury Speedway Opening Day.

April 28, 29: All-Town Garage Sales.
April 28, 29: “$2 Tag” Specialty Shops Event.

May 6: Chamber-Sponsored Community Sale. 
May 12, 13: “Mother’s Day” Specialty Shops Event.
May 13: Fairbury Speedway Fan Frenzy.
June 3: 10th Annual Cruise-In at Marchelloni’s.
June 3: Indian Creek Market.

June 23, 24: “Sizzling Summer Sales” Specialty Shops Event.
June 24: UMP Summer Nationals at Fairbury Speedway.

July 28, 29: World of Outlaws & Prairie Dirt Classic at 
Fairbury Speedway.

July 28, 29: All-Town Garage Sales.
July 28, 29: “Race to Fairbury” Specialty Shops Event.
July 29: Indian Creek Market.

August 12: Indian Creek Market.
August 16-19: Fairbury Fair.
August 16-19: “Ride the Shops" Specialty Shops Event.

Sept. 2: Indian Creek Market.
Sept. 15, 16: “Fall Open House” Specialty Shops Event. 
Sept. 29, 30: All-Town Garage Sales.
Sept. 29, 30: “$2 Tag” Specialty Shops Event.
October 6, 7: Sprint Mania Classic at Fairbury Speedway.

October 20, 21: “Meet Us in Fairbury!” Specialty Shops Event during 
Dave’s BIG Meat Sale.

November 6: Specialty Shops “Holiday Open House.”
From 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Nov. 24, 25: “Black Friday/Small Business Saturday”
December 2: “Fairbury Christmas Parade Day.”
December 2: Specialty Shop’s “Shopping Celebration” Event.
December 2: Indoor Holiday Market.
December 2: Relay for Life Event.
December 2: Indian Creek Market-indoor.

Thomas Beach Home

Claudon Bank Building

Chamber-sponsored Christmas Parade

Fairbury Fair
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Celebrating its 150th birthday this year, the city of Watseka is a welcoming, progressive community located in the heart of rural Iroquois County.
Watseka is 90 miles south of Chicago, 35 minutes south of the Bradley-Bourbonnais-Kankakee community, and a little more than 60 minutes
from the cities of Champaign-Urbana, IL, Bloomington-Normal, IL, and Lafayette IN.

Watseka provides big city convenience in a rural setting, featuring sit-down restaurants, thriving shops, several fast food options, and a historic down-
town district, as well as convenience and big box stores for all visitors’ shopping needs.
High-quality, personal health care for all ages is a priority in Watseka. Iroquois Memorial Hospital provides 24/7 emergency services, inpatient and

outpatient general medical and surgical care. The on-cam-
pus Iroquois Resident Home provides a caring atmosphere
and convenient location.
Riverside Healthcare’s Specialty Clinic and the Carle

Regional Health Center offer additional local health care
options. Petersen Health Care’s Rehabilitation and Health
Care Center provides 24-hour nursing and hospice care as
well as occupational and physical therapy. Kingdon Gar-
dens & Heritage Woods also offer independent and assisted
living services in Watseka.
The primary industry in Watseka is agriculture, but it is

also home to two metal manufacturing facilities, three car
dealerships and two agricultural equipment dealers. Wat-
seka’s financial institutions are highly rated and time-
tested, ready to provide funding for a business or personal
project. The Watseka Area Chamber of Commerce pro-
vides opportunities for area businesses, whether small or
large, to connect and promote their services. 
Watseka is home to a variety of active civic organiza-

tions, including the American Legion, the VFW, Kiwanis
Club, Elks Club, Knights of Columbus, the Iroquois
County Genealogical Society, Lions Club and the Iroquois
County Historical Society. 
A visit to the Old Courthouse Museum is a step back in

time, where people can visit the original county jail, see
recreations of a one-room schoolhouse, and view the court-
room that provided law and order to Iroquois County for
100 years.
The historic Watseka Theatre seats 375 guests and hosts

many national and international music performances, as
well as local bands and other events throughout the year.
Several fun, family oriented festivals and other events are
held in Watseka annually, including a 4th of July Parade
and fireworks, Celebrate Watseka, Harvest Daze, and the
Christmas Parade.
The community has excellent educational opportunities

for all ages, including professional childcare services, Head
Start, preschool through high school, easy access to Kanka-
kee Community College and Olivet Nazarene University,
and a short drive to Purdue University, Illinois Wesleyan
University, the University of Illinois, Illinois State Univer-
sity, and Governors State University. Watseka also hosts a
Kankakee Community College Extension Center with
adult continuing education opportunities as well. 
Watseka has many parks and a vibrant park district, in-

cluding a pool, baseball and softball diamonds, soccer
fields and more. There are four golf courses within an hour’s drive, and there are many places to fish and hunt in and around Watseka.
The community celebrates many faith traditions, and Watseka is the proud home of beautiful historic churches, as well as modern houses of worship.
Emergency service personnel are trained and equipped to handle any law enforcement, fire, or other disasters, and engage in the schools and com-

munity on an ongoing basis.

Watseka: 150th Birthday Event In June, 
Big City Convenience In Rural Setting

WATSEKA: IROQUOIS COUNTY

American Legion float leads the 2016 4th of July parade.
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Fishing at beautiful Lakeview Park.
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People moving from a major metropolitan area to Watseka will find the
cost of real estate to be a breath of fresh air, with a variety of options on
the market for any budget. There are building sites and local developers
who can realize any vision.
Whether looking to build a business, raise a family, enjoy retirement, or

just visit for a while, Watseka invites you to come and help build family
and community spirit together. 
For more information, visit www.watsekacity.org.

Watseka 150th Birthday Celebration/Fire Fest
Watseka will be celebrating its 150th birthday with a two-day event on

Friday, June 9 and Saturday, June 10, in conjunction with the annual Wat-
seka Fire Fest. On Thursday a pre-event kicks off with Movie in the Park
sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce, and a teen dance sponsored by
the Watseka Area Firefighters Association. There will be events and pro-
grams for all ages including a national top 40 music act. Local talent will
also be showcased. 
Included in the events are car shows, kids games and power wheel demo

derby. The Old Courthouse Museum will host a photo presentation of
what it looked like back in the day, a pet show, historical presentation
and a Garden Walk and Fair. Many other activities are still in the plan-
ning stage and will be announced when they are finalized. Keep up with
what is planned, events and schedule on the Watseka 150th Celebration
Facebook page.
The Watseka Fire Fest has been a staple in the community for more than

10 years. The Area Firefighters Association has teamed up with Nichols
Paint and Fab Car Show over the past few years to bring
some of the coolest cars from the surrounding states.
This combination has led to a full weekend of events and
music that is expected to continue and grow every year.

Iroquois County Historical Society 
And Old Courthouse Museum

Step back in time by making a trip to the Iroquois
County Historical Society and Old Courthouse Museum
at 103 W. Cherry St. in Watseka.
The historical society was organized in 1967 to pre-

serve the abandoned century-old Iroquois County Court-
house. The Iroquois County Historical Society is a
not-for-profit organization, which was established to
gather, preserve and display memorabilia and artifacts
of the past generations for the future generations who
come after.
The 1866 Iroquois County Courthouse building was

put on the National Register of Historic Places on June
13, 1975. In 2016, the building turned 150 years old and,
in 2017, the Historical Society and Museum celebrate
50 years. The Historical Society retains records and pre-
serves the rich heritage of Iroquois County. “You don’t
know where you’re going if you don’t know where you
are from.” The Historical Society is open year-round
Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on
the first Sunday of each month from 1 to 4 p.m.

Iroquois County Genealogy Society
Located at the Old Courthouse in Watseka (103 W.

Cherry St.), the Genealogy Society is a one-stop place
for genealogy research. Part of its collections includes
more than 72,000 obituaries that were clipped from
area newspapers, microfilm of civil and criminal
records, probate records and area newspapers. Also in-
cluded are county histories, plat books, early tax
records, early school records, inventories of every
county cemetery, and some church records. Knowl-
edgeable researchers are always available to help with
research and to answer  questions. 
Visit www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ilicgs, call 815-

432-3730, or email iroqgene@yahoo.com.

Watseka Area Chamber of Commerce
As a service and action organization, the Watseka

Area Chamber of Commerce provides a venue through
which people can take effective action for the progress
of the community. It helps create opportunities for in-

dustrial and commercial growth and seeks improvements in community in-
frastructure. The Chamber helps market the community to potential
businesses, organizations and residents. It serves the community by or-
ganizing events that highlight new and existing businesses and organiza-
tions and promotes the area to visitors. The Chamber organizes events
such as the city’s Fourth of July parade, annual golf outing and annual
lighted Christmas parade. With its volunteers, the Chamber helps with city
beautification, such as planting flowers downtown, and placing holiday
decorations throughout town. It also organizes the Community Banner

Log rolling at 2016 Celebrate Watseka/Fire Fest event.

Face painting at Harvest Daze at the Old Courthouse Museum.
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Program. In addition, the Chamber organizes a Business Expo every other
year.
The Watseka Area Chamber of Commerce is about Watseka residents

and the place they live, work and play. Its mission is, first and foremost,
about fostering and maintaining a vibrant climate for business to grow
and be successful. Through support of
membership dues and volunteer time
given to assist in many of the activities
sponsored by the Watseka Area Chamber
of Commerce, it has been greatly appreci-
ated by everyone in the community. 
Visit www.watsekachamber.org or call

815-432-2416.

Watseka Park District
The Watseka Park District welcomes all

visitors to the 150th birthday of the city of
Watseka. The park district, established in
1999, offers recreational, educational and
creative programming year-round for resi-
dents of Watseka and the surrounding com-
munities. The park district serves as a
recreational programming entity and does
not currently own any of the parks in Wat-
seka. The park district offers organized
youth programs including soccer, basketball,
summer camps as well as many other pro-
grams throughout the year. Adult program-
ming includes exercise classes, yoga,
holistic healing classes and painting. The list
continues to grow as does the Park District.
The Park District welcomes all to attend

its programs, volunteer,  and instruct, and
be a part of its positive environment,
which strives to support activities for residents of all ages and abilities.
The Watseka Park District is “Where Fun Begins.”

The Watseka Wonder
The story of the “Watseka Wonder” began in July 1877 when a 13-

year-old girl name Lurancy Vennum first began to fall into mysterious,
catatonic trances, during which she claimed she was able to speak to an-
gels and the spirits of the dead. The strange spells would often occur
many times each day and some of them would last for hours. During the
trances, Lurancy would speak in different voices and tell of places far
away that of which she had no real knowledge. When she woke up, she
wouldn’t remember anything that she said or did while she was under the
influence of these spells.
Word quickly spread around town that odd things were happening at

the home of Thomas and Lurinda Vennum. Soon the news began to spread
out of town, to Chicago and around the state. As a result, many visitors
began to arrive in Watseka, all hoping to see the young girl.
The news of the girl’s weird trances gained so much attention due to

the fact that the Spiritualist movement was in the height of its popularity
at this time. Spiritualism is a movement that is based on the idea that the
dead can, and do, communicate with the living.
Those who are able to make contact with the dead were referred to as

“mediums” and it was believed that Lurancy Vennum was manifesting
mediumistic abilities during her trances. For this reason, spiritualists from
all over Illinois, and from around the country, came to Watseka to see if
the stories they heard were true.
The Vennum family was not interested in mediums and spiritualists

however. They were only concerned with the health and welfare of their
daughter and they took her to one physician after another in hopes that
someone would be able to help her. The doctors could find nothing phys-
ically wrong with Lurancy, and they eventually diagnosed her as being

mentally ill. It was recommended that she be sent to the State Insane Asy-
lum in Peoria. Heartbroken, the Vennum’s felt they had no other choice
and after the holiday season of 1877, they began to make arrangements to
have their daughter committed. They knew there was little chance that Lu-
rancy would ever come home again. In those days, mental hospitals were

merely cages to store the insane and offered little in the way of treatment
for their conditions.
Was Lurancy Vennum ultimately sent to a mental hospital? Find out

what happened to her at www.prairieghosts.com/watseka.html. Also on
the website, is information about Troy Taylor’s book “The Possessed, The
History & Mystery of the Watseka Wonder.”

2017 Watseka Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for 
specific information and additional activities. 

May 3:Watseka Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting and
Awards Night.
May 19, 20: City-wide Garage Sales.
June 8: Family Movie Night. Lakeview Park at dark. Free

admission.
June 9, 10:Watseka 150th Birthday Celebration/Fire Fest. 
June 16: Annual Golf Outing. Shewami Country Club.
July 4: 4th of July Parade. High school parade route.
August 11, 12: City-wide Garage Sales.
TBA: “Fall Frenzy.” (Formerly Ladies Night Out.)
October 18: Trunk Trick or Treating. First Trust & Savings Bank

parking lot.
TBA: Beer and Wine Tasting Event.
November 24: Annual Lighted Christmas Parade. Downtown

parade route.
December 9: Storybook Time with Santa. Watseka Elks Lodge.

Donuts and milk provided. Free admission.

Flame throwing burnout at the Nichols Paint and 
Fab Car show at 2016 Celebrate Watseka/Fire Fest event.
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Abraham Lincoln’s hometown, a stop along Route
66 and the capital of Illinois, Springfield is a vi-
brant and historic city filled with world-class

sites and attractions combined with a friendly small-town
atmosphere. Nothing brings Lincoln to life like Spring-
field.  
Some of the many historic sites and museums tourists

will want to visit include the Lincoln Home National
Historic Site, the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library
and Museum, the Old State Capitol, the Lincoln Tomb,
New Salem and Frank Lloyd Wright’s Dana-Thomas
House.  The iconic Route 66 runs through the center of
town. Travelers along the “Mother Road” often stop at
the Cozy Dog Drive In or attend the International Route
66 Mother Road Festival, held the last weekend of Sep-
tember.
Plan a trip today to the always legendary Springfield.

Explore amazing cuisine and make sure to try the city’s
signature horseshoe sandwich.  Take in the nightlife with
live entertainment at Boondocks Pub, enjoy the great
outdoors and so much more. The beautiful Illinois State
Capitol building is the center of Illinois government, and
the perfect place to see lawmaking in action. For more information about
Springfield, visit www.visitspringfieldillinois.com or call 800-545-7300.

2017 Springfield Calendar of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead for specific

information, and additional activities. For a complete listing of things
to see and do in Springfield, visit www.visitspringfieldillinois.com.

April 21, 22: Boondocks Pub presents LOCASH and Billy Bob Thorn-
ton & The Boxmasters, Friday and Saturday from 7 to 11:30 p.m., 2909 N.
Dirksen Parkway, Springfield. For more information and hotel accom-
modations, visit www.boondockspub.com.

April 23: Alice Cooper performs live at Prairie Capital Convention
Center, One Convention Center Plaza, from 8 p.m. to midnight. For more
information and to purchase tickets, call 217-788-8800, or visit
www.springfieldpc3.com.
May 11: Boondocks Pub presents Hunter Hayes, from 7 to 11:30 p.m.,

2909 N. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield. For more information and hotel
accommodations, visit www.boondockspub.com. 
May 12, 13: Fat Ass 5K Craft Beer & Cigar Festival and Street Party

for Charity, 7th and Washington, downtown Springfield. Saturday, 5K be-
gins at 10 a.m., Street Party from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information,
call 217-525-1111.
May 20, 21: Springfield Old Capitol Art Fair. Saturday from 10 a.m.

to 5 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Old Capitol Square, 5th and
Adams, downtown Springfield. For more information, call 217-553-5564
or visit www.socaf.org.
May 28: Springfield Mile National. From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Illinois State

Fairgrounds. For more information, call 217-632-0277, or visit
www.springfieldmile.org.
June 2, 3: Soho Music Festival, 6th and Washington, downtown

Springfield. Friday 5 p.m. to midnight. Saturday noon to midnight. For
more information, call 815-348-7646, or visit www.springfieldsoho.org.
June 4-9: 56th Annual International Carillon Festival. Concerts every

night at 6:30 p.m. at the Thomas Rees Memorial Carillon, 1740 W. Fayette
Ave., Springfield. For more information call 217-546-3853 or visit
www.carillon-rees.org/events/carillon-festival.
July 7: Boondocks Pub presents Cody Johnson, from 7 to 11:30 p.m.,

2909 N. Dirksen Parkway, Springfield. For more information and hotel
accommodations, visit www.boondockspub.com.
August 10-20: Illinois State Fair. Illinois State Fairgrounds. For

more information, call 217-782-6661 or visit www.illinois.gov/state-
fair/info/pages/default.aspx.
September 3: Springfield Mile National, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Illinois

State Fairgrounds. Call 217-632-0277 or visit www.springfieldmile.org.
September 22-24: 14th Annual International Route 66 Mother Road

Festival. Downtown Springfield. Friday 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday 11 a.m. to
10 p.m. Sunday 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more information, call 217-236-
6515 or visit www.illinoisroute66.org/events/details/articleid/4394/14th-
annual-mother-road-festival.

Springfield: World-class Attractions In Lincoln’s Hometown

SPRINGFIELD: SANGAMONCOUNTY

Springfield is the home of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum.

• 40" HDTV
• Free Wireless High-Speed Internet Access
• Free Bright Side Breakfast®
• Free Local Calls
• Free Parking
• Business Center
• Indoor Swimming Pool
• Fitness Center
• Bright Side Market

217-697-5686

www.LQ.com

wake up on the bright side®

1121 Lajune Dr.
Springfield, Illinois
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Knight’s Action Park: Where Fun Is A Family Tradition

Fun is a family tradition at Knight’s Action Park,
a fully equipped amusement park that’s open all
year long. Knight’s is the place where fun rules.

With a dry park, water park, and endless outdoor en-
tertainment — including a twin drive-in theater —
Knight’s Action Park is Illinois’ leading destination for
local family fun.
At Knight’s Action Park, kids of all ages play and

practice all year. Knight’s offers a 50-tee driving range
(including 10 heated tees), batting cages, arcade
games, and two miniature golf courses. The fun does-
n’t stop there. Rev your engines and race on our Go

Kart track or de-
light your family
with fun at exciting heights
aboard the Paratrooper and the
Big Wheel. 
During the sum mer months,

join us at Knight’s Action
Park’s Splash Kingdom. Check
out our Bermuda Triangle slide
tower with three exciting and
thrilling slides. Test your
nerves on the hair-raising
Devil Ray as you speed down a
nearly vertical incline and back

up again. Don’t miss
the high-speed fun of
the Royal Flush. Need a
few moments  to relax?
Escape the summer heat
in our 400,000-gallon
wave pool or float
around in our lazy river.
You can also navigate
the lake aboard a four-
seat Paddle Boat or
splash and crash on our
Bumper Boats. Have
smaller children? Let

them enjoy Seal Bay and other kiddie play areas made just for
them. At Knight’s Action Park, there is something for everyone.
Like movies? Watch current films throwback style at our

Route 66 Twin Drive-In Theater. From Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day weekend, the Route 66 Twin Drive-In shows
double features on two giant screens.
Knight’s Action is located at exit 96 off
Interstate 72 in Springfield. A tradition
for fun, excitement, sports, games and
entertainment, Knight’s Action Park
welcomes guests of all ages to WHERE
FUN RULES!

Knight’s Action Park 
synonomous with family fun.

Engines rev along the Go Kart track.
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Urbana is located in east central Illinois, with easy access by car (from In-
terstates 74, 72 and 57), and by air, train or bus. The city is the home of
the University of Illinois, and features a wide array of shopping oppor-

tunities. The city’s downtown is known for its diversity, and visitors will enjoy
the many shops and restaurants.
The walkable downtown fea-
tures more than a dozen high-
quality, locally-owned restau -
rants and taverns, including
restaurants offering Thai, In-
dian and Korean food, as well
as barbecue and gourmet pizza.
Sports fans flock to the

sprawling U of I campus (parts
of which are also located in
Champaign, Urbana’s twin city)
to view Big Ten Conference
sports, while cheering on the
Fighting Illini. The campus fea-

tures such attractions as the Spurlock Museum, Krannert Center for the Per-
forming Arts and Krannert Art Museum.
Other popular attractions include the Market at the Square in down-

town Urbana every Saturday from May through November. There are
more than 600 acres of parks and natural areas including Crystal Lake
Park and Meadowbrook Park. 
For those seeking the arts, culture and entertainment, Urbana is home

to several downtown art galleries, theaters and a unique variety of music
and entertainment venues.
Premier events in downtown Urbana include the Uncork Wine Festival,

which celebrates the diverse and delicious wines Illinois has to offer. In con-
junction with Urbana’s twin city, the Taste of Champaign-Urbana is an outdoor
summer festival featuring delicious menu items from both city’s best restau-
rants, frosty beer from local breweries, arts and crafts from local artists, the
3.14 mile Pie Run, and music and entertainment for the whole family – all in
a beautiful park setting. Proceeds from the festival go toward a youth schol-
arship fund that provides hundreds of local youth with the opportunity to go
to camp, learn to dance, take swimming lessons, play baseball, and more.
The Pie Run will take participants on a 3.14-mile course that starts and ends

at the Taste of Champaign-Urbana in West Side Park in Champaign. Along the
way, runners will be treated to water and pie stops, provided by local bakeries
and restaurants.
Replacing what was previously known as the Holiday Market and Middle

Market, the indoor Market IN the Square, located inside Lincoln Square Mall,

supports local businesses, artists and farmers, while offering the best in fresh
produce, baked goods, meats and cheeses, wines, arts and crafts and more.
Moving outdoors, the Market at the Square runs every Saturday from May

to November at the corner of Illinois and Vine streets in downtown Urbana.
Since 1979, Market at the Square has been a mainstay for Urbana and the sur-
rounding area by connecting the community with local growers and artisans.

2017 Urbana Schedule of Events
Dates are subject to change. Please call ahead 
for specific information and additional activities.

April 8, 9, 22:Market IN the Square. Lincoln Square Mall. Supports local
businesses, artists and farmers, while offering the best in fresh produce, baked
goods, meats and cheeses, wines, arts and crafts and more.
May-November: Market at the Square. Downtown at the corner of Illi-

nois and Vine streets. Every Saturday from 7 a.m. to noon, rain or shine. Fea-
tures fresh produce, meat, dairy, wine and cheese, in addition to arts, crafts and
food trucks.
TBA: Uncork Wine Festival. Downtown. Celebrating the diverse and de-

licious wines Illinois has to offer. Enjoy an afternoon/evening of wine, music,
and food.
August 20: Taste of Champaign-Urbana. West Side Park in Champaign.

Features menu items from both city’s best restaurants, beer from local brew-
eries, arts and crafts from local artists, the 3.14-mile Pie Run and high qual-
ity music and entertainment for the whole family .
August 25, 26: Sweetcorn Festival. Live music and plenty of sweetcorn.

Features performances by local favorites, several regional acts, and nation-
ally-renowned headliners.

URBANA: CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

120 W. Main
Urbana, IL 61801
217-367-3711
10a-5p Wed-Sat
 
www.cinemagallery.cc

 Victor Wang

     

Cinema Gallery is located 
in the landmark 1870 

Busey’s Hall/Princess Theater 
in downtown Urbana.

Urbana: Big Ten Sports, Festivals, Shopping, Good Food Abound
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June 14-18: Horizon Hobby Aero Tow. Eli Field.
June 17, 18: Father’s Day Weekend. Train Station.
June 22-24: Annual Rodeo. Piatt County Trailblazers.
June 24: Rodeo Parade. Piatt County Trailblazers.
July 3: Fireworks Special. Train Station.
July 3:Monticello Freedom Fest.
July 8: Courthouse Rocks / Talent Show / “Sing.”
July 15: Open Barrel Racing Show. Piatt County Trailblazers.
July 22:Movie.Monticello Family Aquatic Center.
August 4-6: “Seussical the Musical.” Monticello Theater Association.
August 11-13: “Seussical the Musical.” Monticello Theater Assoc.
August 12: Courthouse Rocks / Mid-Summer Nights Swing / “League

of Their Own.”
August 19: Open Barrel Racing Show. Piatt County Trailblazers.
August 26: 4th Annual Jordan Austin Memorial Show. Piatt County

Trailblazers.
September 1-3: Allerton Festival.
September 10: Jorden Austin Memorial Fun Show. Piatt County

Trailblazers.
September 14-16:Warbirds and Classics. Eli Field.
September 16, 17:Monticellobration / Railroad Days.
September 22: Open Barrel Racing Show. Piatt County Trailblazers.
September 23, 24: Illinois High School Rodeo.
September 28-30: Allerton BarnFest.
November TBA: Polar Express at Train Station.
November 24: Reds of Christmas.
December 3, 4: Lunch with Santa.
December 9-11: Holiday Showcase.Allerton Park.
December 17: Sweets with Santa. Allerton Park.

Monticello Calendar: Continued From Page 43
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Prices, Special Offers Expire Dec. 31, 2017
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EXPERIENCE
A TRUE AMERICAN HOMETOWN

OVERNIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS
IN CLINTON

Sunset Inn and Suites  (217) 935-4140
Town and Country Motel  (217) 935-2121

Wye Motel  (217) 935-3373

EXPERIENCE

CLINTON
BLOOMINGTON-NORMAL

CHAMPAIGN-URBANA

DECATUR
SPRINGFIELD

QUAD-CITIES

CHICAGO

ST. LOUIS

CLINTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & TOURISM BUREAU

(866)4-DEWITT  |  www.clintonilchamber.com  |  email: tourism@clintonilchamber.com

100 South Center Street  |  Suite 101  |  Clinton, Illinois 61727
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